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A LITTLE TWADDLE 



BY WAY OP 



PREFACE 



" What shall we call it ?" — The Book mtfiout a 
Name, Inklings of Adventurey Loiterings of Travel^ 
Pendllings by the Way^ or Rambles and Researches. 
All excellent! very taking; so leave the choice 
to the Printer; — but, observe! all requiring a 
Preface. Now we readily agree, that, to give 
the reader a dull book is bad enough, vrithout 
tacking on the reason for publishing (which is, 
by the way, rarely the true one). Still, the 
worse the book, the more need to patch up an 
excuse for publication. We, of course, would fain 
persuade ourselves, as well as our victims, that the 
present is not a case in point; and that, so far from 
having written a preface to account for the book, 
we rather wrote the book to" have the pleasure of 
writing the preface, which is so pleasant a " vehi- 
culum " for a little budget of long-bottled conceits ; 
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it is to the bonk, as courtship to matrimony: beside, 
how bewitching the thought of thus conversing with 
some lovely creature by means but without the 
formality of an introduction; and if not lovely, at all 
events the epicene attributes of the reader prevent 
our falling into other bands than the gentle. 
Menzel it is, we think, who, in describing tlie 
Vielschreiberei, or scribbling mania of his country- 
men, says : " Let the Italian enjoy his ski/, the 
Frenchman Lis ghire, and the Englishman his 
money bags; leave to the German but pen, ink, and 
paper, and the liberty to scribble, and he envies no 
one." The same, in satiric vein, suggests that the 
two-headed eagle be replaced by a goose in the 
German arms. This may be all very true, and 
highly characteristic ; but if the Germans do write 
a great deal, and are sometimes a wee bit tedious, 
they are, per contra^ the most honest authors in 
the world : no smugglinga and pilferings from the 
unrecoUected dead, or ungenerous plagiarisms from 
obscure living writers. While the French and 
English are the Literary Resim-ectionists of Europe, 
the Germans are its Bayeres sans reproche. And 
now comes the corollary to this exordium, — that 
Three Books have been published, which, had their 
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contents answered in tlie slightest degree to their 
titles, would have, perhaps, rendered the first part 
of ours somewhat superfluous; but our friends — for 
who has not some kind friends on such an occasion 
— assure us that they might, with equal justice, be 
applied to those interesting narratives of "Tom 
Thumb" and " Jack the Giant-Kilier;" and unless 
informed from some other source, our worthy 
compatriotes may imagine that Gotha is the land 
of the Goths and Vandals, — some remote and 
barbarous district, inhabited by half-civilized crea- 
tiires. At all events we must avow that some of 
our otherwise not unlearned friends looked exceed- 
ingly " wise " and thoughtful at mention of Gotha, 
its beautiful situation, brilliant court, and learned 
men, and showed other evident symptoms of com- 
plete ignorance of the existence of such capital, 
not very flattering to a Ducal Family whose exist- 
ence among the recorded of Earth's Potentates 
dates a thousand years, or to a people who number 
one hundred thousand souls numerically, and out- 
number one million intellectually. But so it is! 
and they must be consoled by the reflection, that 
"stars unseen shine no less bright." Even Thurin- 
gia, vnth all its romantic scenery, and interesting 
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specimens of the true old German character, ia little 
known, and but indefinitely fixed in the minds of 
many ; and although its claims to 
e^ience might be established by reference to the 
learned BaBi, still there are a hundred amusing 
and not uninstructive things which the illustrious 
Geographer himself ignores, and which have equally 
escaped the thousand and one German Tourists, or, 
rather, Engiiah Tourists in Germany, who, in their 
consecutive routes and tautological Journals, seem 
to strenuously rival the Persian habits of the duck 
generation, who waddle so stately one after the 
other in the most admirable order, and quack with 
delight on reaching home, and who, no doubt, 
would humanly quack in printed octavo, were they 
not better engaged in digesting duckweed. 

Now we have been a little of the wild duck, 
and gone somewhat out of the beaten track, and 
thus collected a little novel matter, which, if it do 
not, perhaps, show how to pay the National Debt, 
or to secure Purity of Elections, may while away 
an hour or two, though we make no promises, since 
prefaces are proverbially likened unto youthful 
years, full of promise rarely fulfilled; nor do we 
flatter ourselves, as did one credulous John Philips, 



BY WAY OF PREFACE. Vll 

who, some hundred years ago, wrote the Life of 
Ernest the Pious, for the 'perusal of tlie royal issue, 
for the use of piety among all Christians^ but especiaUy 
among the great, that our biographical notices will 
be perused by royal infants, or make the great 
folks more virtuous, although ours, as the vendors 
of dying speeches declare, is the only full, true, and 
particular account of His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert's Ancestors and Country. The unedited 
letters of Frederick the Great, Voltaire, Charles 
XII., Duke Augustus (the Prince's maternal grand- 
father), must alone be sufficiently interesting to 
prevent the cheesemonger or trunk-maker running 
away with the first part; and as for the second, 
why, if it be ^< it is not stale, and the first fault is 
sufficiently expiated by the certainty of its being to 
us unprofitable, and in more ways than one. For 
example, had we not premeditated giving forth this 
our opuscule to the world, we should not have been 
six months at Gotha, — sir fatal months, — destructive 
of our future peace ; for we were made so much of, 
so courteously, indeed, so kindly treated, ever dining 
with the Duke, (not Duke Humphrey, like other 
poor scribblers!) dancing at the Duchess's, at the 
Chasse one day, at a Soiree dansante another. 
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playing at Faro witb reigning Princes, and saying 
Boft things to ladies in waiting, — that we became 
confirmed in the idea that we were born for a court, 
and never doubted an instant but that we must 
inevitably become a groom of the bedchamber, or 
other such functionary, on our return to England. 

Weeks wore away, and no symptoms of such 
dreams being realized, we now are in a state 
resembling Abnn Hassan, who played the Sultan 
for two days to admiration, but could no longer 
return to his trade of water-carrier. But we must 
commence a suit in equity against His Serene 
Highness of Saxe Gotha, for turning our brains, 
and destroying our future peace and prosperity, at 
his castle of delights in Thuringia, and compel him 
to restore us to our natural element, the court, for 
which we sigh, nay, gasp, like a stranded fish for 
the briny sea; take pity on our misfortunes and 
ill-starr'd destiny, and refiect, that our book has 
been written to eke out the time, until we assume 
our duties at the court of — never mind where, in — 
Spain, if you please : on pent toujours hatir des 
chateaux en Espagne. 

And now, gentlest of readers, we leave you to 
out EMracts, which, if not elegant enough, may he 
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passed over, since they are no link in the chapter 
of accidents, and the Biographical Notices may 
absorb your mind; but should they prove an 
unwished opiate, why, cut them, and go off to 
Thuringia; and if this prove too dry, why, Tausend 
SappermenU shut the book, and — don't apply a 
naughty word to the writer, but remember that he 
is ready to abjure all claims, rights, and privileges, 
to publish dull books for the future, provided he 
receive his post of Equerry, or such ilk, at the 
court — of our Sovereign Lady, &c. 



CONTENTS. 



Pagn 

Extracts from Journal. . . . . .1 

Arrival at Grotha; Ludicrous Mistake, 1 — Divorce from 
Baggage; Lions visited; Table d'Hote; Slight Mistake, 
2— Dialogue, French and Crerman, about the Queen ; Grand 
Hunt; Mohr Hof Cresellschafts Bal, or Ball of the Grotha 
Bourgeois, 3 — Visit to Professors ; Prince Albert's Tutor ; 
Hospitality of the People, 4 — Liberality of Reigning Duke, 
with reference to the Press; Grotha Observatory; Cele- 
brated Astronomers, 5 — Sunday at Gotha, 6 — Invitation to 
Court, 7 — Absurd Ideas respecting Grerman Courts and 
Princes, 8 — Duke of Grotha's Income; Meeting of Grotha 
Satansy d — Description of remarkable Manuscripts in Ducal 
Library, 10 — Importance of a Name, 11 — Invitation to 
Duchess Dowager; Specimen of Saxon Latinity, 14 — Dr. 
Bretschneider and Hugh Rose, 16 — Pastor Hochgesang and 
Egg-Punch ; Pickwick, and the Queen ; Opinion of a 
Grotha Worthy on approaching Nuptials, 17 — Permission to 
dedicate Book; Gotha Sing Verein; Social Customs, 18 — 
Pride of Ancestry, 19 — Visit to Coburg, 20 — Persian Poet 
rivalled, 22 — Introduction to Prince Albert; Description 
of the Prince, 23 - Hereditary Prince Ernest, 24 — Lions 
of Cobui*g, 25— Proclamation of Marriage ; Grand Banquet ; 
Hunting Dinner, 26— Concert at Court ; Return to Grotha, 
28 — Opera inaugurated; Drouet, the Flute Player, 41 — 
Masked Ball at Opera; Departure of Prince Albert; Soiree 
at the Reigning Duchess'; Album for Her Majesty; 
Farewell Supper, 42 — Anecdote for Scholars, 43. 



CUABACTBRIBTIC MSMOIRS OP THE DuCAL FaHIUBS OP SaXS~ 

CoBona GoTHA, FBoa THE TiMES OT Ehmkm thb Piobb 

DOWN TO TUS PI1S9BNT PehIOD .... 

Ernbst tub Piocb, 48 — ^Anecdotes of hia Early Yeara, SO— 
SIdll in Military Afbira; Fought at LuUen under Gusta- 
rus; Marriage, S2—NiunerouB Family; Stat« of the Court, 
GS — Courts of Justice, 54 — EJucation of tlie People ; Encou- 
ragement of Learned Men, 68 — Numeroua Valuable Works 
completed by Ernest's Order; His great anxiety for the 
Extension of the Proteatant Religion, 69— His Plana for a 
Union of the Protestant Dissenters; His Miaeioos to the 
Court of Cliarles of Sweden; Letter of the Same, 63 — 
Correspondence with the East, l!0 — Resemblance to the 
Caliphs of Bagdad ; Anecdote of Ernest, 68 — Ernest's 
Opinion of the Stage ; Curious Play performed at Court, 71 
— Will of the Duke ; Division of his Dominions, 72 — Death 
of the Duke j Eulogium of Becler on Duke Ernest, 73. 



Ernest the Pious, 74 — Eatablished 



Fredbbick I,, Successor t 
Law of Primogeniture, 75. 

Fredbuck II., Successor to Frederick I.; Numeroua Family; 
Grand&ther of George IIL of England, 76. 

FREDSaiCB III., 75— Duchess Louisa Dorothea ; Talented Prin- 
cess; Correspondence with Voltaire; Frederick the Great, 
76 — Admirable Education of her Family; the Princes 
Emeai and Augustus ; Brilliancy of the Court of Gotba at 
thia Epoch, 106. 

Ebhbst II. ; Resemblance to Earnest the Pious ; liis Fondneas for 
the Classics, 107— Taate for Languages; Visit to the Court 
ofSt. James*; Unhappy Marriage, 108 — Foundation of the 
Observatory at Gotha; Liberal Political Opinions, J09 — 
Interest in the Stage, Attoehment to FreeinaHonry, 110. 




CONTENTS. Xlll 

Page 
Augustus; Remarkably talented Prince; Educated at GeneTs; 

Great Antiquarian; Good Linguist, 110 — Numerous Accom* 
plishments, 111 — Compositions of the Duke, 112 — ^Eccentri- 
cities; Correspondence with Madame de Stael, 114*- 
Napoleon's Visit to the Duke at Gotha, 118 — Anecdote of 
the Duke, 119 — ^Correspondence with De Zach, 120 — 
Marriage of his Daughter Louisa to the Duke of Cobuig, 122. 

Frederick IY . ; 111 Health of the Prince ; Residence at Rome ; 
Conversion to the Roman Catholic Religion; Consequent 
Inability to Reign; Duchy governed by Minister von 
landenau, 122 — Death of Frederick IY.; Interregnum; 
Accession of the House of Coburg to the Duchy of Gotha, 122 

Historical Sketch of the Ducht of Saxe-Coburo, including 
Biographies of the Reigning Duke, His Rotal High- 
ness Prince Albert, &c. ..... 123 

LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 

Letter I. ....... 163 

Description of Thuring^ 153 — ^Thuringian Peasants, 154 
— ^Their Customs, Songs, Native Poetry, 156— "Der 
Freischutz" of Weber first sketched out in Thuringia; 
Wieland— his Oberon, 157. 

Letter II. ....... 157 

Thuringian Music and Musical Instruments, 159 — Peasant 
Rhymes, 160 — Taste for Flowers and Birds; Skill in 
Teaching the Bulfinch; Superstition of Peasantry, 161 — 
Thuringian Dialect, 162 — ^Epithalamium of ike Gotha 
Scholars, 163. 

Letter III. ....... 165 

Castle of the Wartburg, 165 — Interior of the Old Ban- 
queting Hall; Seneschars Daughter; "Sanger Kreig," or 
fiunous Poetical Contest in the Thirteenth Century, 166 — 



V 



XIV ' C0N1*ENTS. 

Page 

Old Jena Chronicle; Specimen of the German Troveres 
Poetical Taste, 169. 
Lbtter IV. . . . . • . . 172 

Description of a Grand Hunt in the Thuringian Forest, 
given by the Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha in honour of the 
King of Saxony, 172-— Thuringian Hunting Song, 175. 

Letter V. ....... 177 

Legend of Frau- Venus of the Horselberg, in which the 
Chevalier Tanhauser and Der Getreue Eckhard are principal 
Characters, 177. 
Letter VI. ....... 184 

Thuringian Festivities ; Description of the " Kirmse," 184 
— ^Words of a Thuringian Song, 189. 

Letter VII. ....... 189 

Thuringian Festivities continued, 189 — Description of the 
"Vogel Schiessen," 190 — Proceedings of a Thuringian 
Marriage, 192. 

Letter VIII. ...... 193 

Thuringian Festivities continued, 193 — Description of 
Chrbtmas in Thuringia, 194 — Proverbs and Supersti- 
tions, 198. 

Letter IX. ....... 200 

Thuringian Legend of the " Graf von Gleichen," founded 
on Historical Facts, 200— Old Manuscript in Jena, 211 — 
Relics at Tonna, 212. 

Letter X. • . • . . . .212 

Visit to Weimar, 212 — Gothe's House, 214 — Anecdotes 
of the Poet; Dr. Eckermann, 215 — Biographical Sketches, 
216— Invitation to the Palace, 217. 

Letter XI. • . . . . . . 218 

Description of the Court at Weimar ; the Grand Duke 
and Duchess, 218 — Soiree at Court, 219 — Amusements at 
Court, 220. 



CONTENTS. XV 

Page 

Lettbr XII. ....... 222 

Interesting account of the FStes at Weimar, in honour of 
the Emperor Napoleon and the Emperor Alexander, 222 — 
Anecdotes of Napoleon, Talma, Wieland, Gothe, 223. 

Letteb XIII 233 

Visit to Jena, 233— Students and Student Life, 234— 
Riots, Duelling, Charivaris, &c., 238 — University Statis- 
tics, 244. 

Letter XIV. . . . . . .245 

Skeleton Tour, to occupy sixteen days, including a 
Description of the most beautiful and interesting parts of 
the Thuringian Forest, the Towns of Gotha, Weimar, 
Coburg, Hildburgahausen, Meiningen, Jena, Erfurt, &c., 
with numerous Legends, Anecdotes, &c., 245. 

Letter XV. ....... 261 

Guide to Works on Greology ; Natural History of Thu- 
ringia^ 261. 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 



P^ge 

1. Per^>ectiye of Market Place and Principal Street of Crotha, 

To face TUU 

2. Portrait of His Serene HighnesB Duke Ernest of Gotha, 

somamed the Hoos, finom a Portrait in possession of Her 
Serene Highness the Dnehess of Saxe Grotha Altenboig . 47 

3. Portrait of Hb Serene Highness the Reigning Duke of 

Saxe-Cobnrg Grotluiy with Autograph . . • 131 

4. Portrait of Her Serene Highness the Dnehess of Saxe- 

Cobnig Grotha (Mother of His Rojal Highness Prince 
Albert) 138 

5. Portrait of EUs Royal Highness Prince Albert . . 140 

6. Genealogical Table of the Ducal Houses of Saxony, with 

Notes and Illustrations ..... 146 

7. Marriage Costumes of Thuringian Peasants (drawn firom 

life) . . . . . . .153 

8. Map of Thuringia . . ... 266 



EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL. 



September 20M, 1839. Mem. Keep the fact 
of keeping a journal a profound secret. Here, as 
the Greek proverb says, " Silence is sure of her 
reward." 

View of Gotha, on approaching from Eisenach, 
exceedingly beautiful ; to one whose ideas of the 
East are drawn from the Arabian Nights^ it appears 
like an Oriental city. Drove up to the Mohr Hof 
Given for my dormitory the Chambre Napoleoriy so 
called from the Emperor's occupation of it for two 
days, in his retreat from Leipsig. 

My dShtU in the German tongue not the most 
flattering; mistook the K for an R in a phrase 
under article of supper, and asked for kind instead 
of rind fleisch*. The kellner stared, took me for 
an ogre. Herr Schiifer explained ; got a brace of 
baked partridges and plum sauce ; went to bed, or 
rather, to box. Bed German — verbum sat 



* Kiiidjleischy child's flesh. Rindfleisch, beef. 
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September 'l\st. After breakfast sent oft" my 
baggage by the pack-wagen to Berlin, little dreaming 
I should stay six mouths here instead of six days. 
Mem.: Altliough wife and baggage be termed 
impedimenta, divorce should only be in extremis. 
Remedy worse than disease. Omnia mea tnecum 
pm-to: admirable motto for travellers. 

Sallied forth to see lions, &c. Delighted with 
the town, its beautiful fountains, canals, old Rath- 
haus, and surrounding gardens and villas, which, as 
George Robins would say, are complete specimens 
of the rm in mhe. Old Palace of Friedenstein, 
residence of the ducal family for centuries past; 
largest in Germany; situation (commanding the 
finest view of the Thuringian Forest) compared to 
Windsor Castle. Old hall, and galleries with antique 
portraits, quite a la RadclifFe. Summer Palace, 
(now occupied by the Dowager Duchess,) with 
grounds quite in French style. 

Returned to feed at table d'hote, at one o'clock. 
Sat opposite to some gentlemen whose ventri-poten- 
tial efforts rendered thera conspicuous. Evidently 
disiegarded the 

Pone gulffi nietas 

Ut sit tibi lorgior Eetas. 

Took them for commercial men; found that they 
were high court dignitaries, one being addressed as 
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Ever Ea?ceUenz. All anxious to learn from me what 
our gracious Queen was like. 

^^ Haben sie die Konigin gesehenf said his Excel- 
lence. Sehr Klein ist sie nich wahr? aber hubsch. 
So eine art von hubschen kleinen Madchen^ (Host 
Schafer did the Dragoman.) "Oh, oui!" said I, **j'ai 
vu Sa Majeste, j'ai eu I'honneur m^me d'etre pfre- 
sente, et je la trouve tres jolie." ^^Aber ein bischen 
willkUhrlich, eh! so hahe ich gehort^ renewed his 
Excellence. (Schafer again explained.) 

"Mais non! si j'ose donner un opinion, Sa 
Majeste, quoique jeune, est une femme d'esprit, qui 
ne manque pas de moyens, ainsi, comme vous sentez 
bien, elle ne se plait pas a faire setdeTnent le poupet 
royal." 

**Ah Bravo^ sie hat ganz recht! die Kleine Vic- 
toria'* This gave general satisfaction. 

Learned from these gentlemen that a grand 
hunt in honour of the King of Saxony would be 
given by the Duke in a few days, and that it would 
be well worth my stopping to see. Gathered also 
from their conversation, that all kinds of gaieties 
would take place. 

Began to think I might go farther and fare 
worse. Invite from Host Schafer to the Mohr Hof 
Gesellschafls Bod. About two hundred persons 
attended. No carriages; all came with pattens 
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and lanteriia, rolled up in cloaks, &c., from wliicli 
they emerged like so many butterflies from the 
chrysalis state. Music good. Plenty of pretty 
faces. No formalities. A perfect transfer of some 
fifty fire-side circles; ladles knitting, chatting, sip- 
ping tea, &c,; men apart blowing clouds, quafiing 
punch; the lads and lasses waltzing away rail-road 
pace. All happy. Convinced that we might take 
a lesson from Gotba folks how to enjoy ourselves. 

Repetition of box and feathers, or Nodes F'ldge- 
tiatue. 

September 22nd. Availed myself of hospitable 
custom in this part of Germany, which invites 
strangers to call on distinguished men, professors, 
savans, &c. Called first on Professor Wurstermann. 

Enchanted with my reception, welcomed like an 
old friend, instead of a stranger. After an hour's 
chat, the Professor quitted his robe de chamBre, and 
accompanied me to several of his colleagues; Dr. 
Moeller (Orientalist), Professor Kries, mathematical 
tutor to Prince Albert, who showed me some geo- 
metrical problems, with diagrams done by the Prince, 
of whose acquirements and dispositions he speaks in 
terms of unqualified praise. On all occasions wine 
and refreshments were brought up, although it was 
early in the morning, and the lady of the house 
came in to hand the first glass, nv pociiium Boni Dei, 
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and then retired. Found that there are no less 
than twenty authors in Gotha, some of them of 
considerable reputation; a printing establishment 
with types in all languages, defunct and living ; that 
the Ducal Library contained nearly two hundred 
thousand volumes and many literary curiosities ; that 
the numismatic collection was one of the first in 
Europe, and that the Museum of Antiquities, &c., 
would take a week to inspect ; that, in fact, Gotha 
had all that the most Protean subject could wish 
for, whether grave or gay. 

September 24th. Presented by Professor Wurs* 
termann to Baron de Wangenheim, Hof-M arschal of 
the Duke ; likewise introduced to the Lese- Verein of 
Mr. Pertes, where Gcdignants Messenger^ Journal 
des Debats, &c., are taken in 

No one can complain of too strict a surveillance 
in this little duchy, for the Charivari is regularly 
taken here, which often makes the reigning family 
of Saxe Coburg Gotha a subject for its wit* 

Visited the observatory situated on the Great 
Seeberg, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
eight feet above the level of the sea, and therefore 
the highest in Europe, fitted up with capital instru- 
ments. It is celebrated for its observers. De Zach, 
author of the Astronomical Correspondence; Baron 
de Lindenau, now Minister of State for Saxony: 
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Encke, discoverer of the comet of that name ; Han- 
981), author of several highly-talented essays on 
determination of the moon's true orbit, &c.; Lalande, 
Olbers, and many other celebrated astronomers, have 
resided for sliort periods here. 

Every day I find something out, which shows 
Gotha to be the most delightful of places, and the 
ducal family to be the greatest patrons of science 
and the arts. 

September 25th, First Sunday I have spent in 
Saxony. Can trace the effects of Luther's labours: 
all the sincerity of religion without the cant, and 
without the lugubrious garb, which, like the fog, 
envelopes the day in London. No cold dinners and 
long solemn faces. The haiisfrau puts forth her 
best skill, and all the good folks at one o'clock sit 
down to a hot dish; if but one, it is — 

Ein Gerieht 
Und ein freimdlicheB Geaicht. 

Afternoon is spent in the neighbonring villages. 
The Walk Miihie is the fevourite resort of the good 
Gotha folk, where a band of music is in attendance. 
The ladies knit, embroider, and sip coffee, while the 
men smoke, and drink beer, all ol fresco, enjoying 
the fine view of the Thuringian Forest and Hills; 
even the bishop. Dr. Bretschneider, does not think 
it infra dig. to smoke his cigar and tipple his beer 
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with the rest. Fancy the Bishop of London whif- 
fing a cigar over a pot of stout in a tea-garden near 
London! and yet Bishop Bretschneider loses none 
of the respect due to his high and sacred character; 
nor does his reputation as a learned Greek and 
Hebrew scholar suffer in consequence. The grand 
secret of which is, that here people are not slaves 
to appearance as in England, and agree with the 
Italians Uahito non fa monaco. Latin is both writ- 
ten and spoken here by all, like the mother tongue. 
At dusk all return, and you hear all kinds of friendly 
wishes at parting : not a mere good night, but 

Schlafen Sie wohl! 

Auf Wiedersehn ! 

Besuchen Sie mich bald wieder ! 

Kommen Sie glucklich nach Hause ! 

The latter is never omitted, even when a few 
yards only are to be accomplished to reach home. 
Like what I have seen of Gotha people very much. 
Nothing of the vulgar independence of the Rhine, 
or servile koo-tooing of Austria. Speaks well for 
the reigning family. 

September 26th. Dined at the Palace: dinner 
hour three o'clock. Paid sixteen groschen for hire 
of a cocked hat and sword, which, with black coat 
and unwhisperables, looked considerably like a court 
undertaker; this was, however, the least possible 
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amount of court plumage, authorizing appearance at 
the Palace. 

The reigning Duke a fine handsome man, full 
six feet high; manners the most graceful of any 
prince I ever saw. The Duchess, who was a prin- 
cess of Wurtemberg, very pleasing and affable, and 
plein (tesprit. Spoke French exquisitely; speaks 
Russian also. 

Grand Duke and Duchess of Weimar, the Duke 
of Wurtemberg, Prince of Reuss, ■were visitors. 
How absurd it is in England to hear people talk of 
" petty German courts and princes," showing how 
little they know about the matter. The arrange- 
ments of the palace here are on a scale of the most 
royal magnificence; the number of servants (eighty) 
in splendid liveries; the corps of chasseurs (thirty) 
in their brilliant uniforms, green and silver; the 
Duke's private band, besides the numerous suite of 
gentlemen, chamberlains, aides-de-camp, and other 
functionaries, gave sufficient indication both of 
wealth and liberality. 

In re cidinarid, neither Brillat Savarin, nor 
Sefton, of glorious memory, could have found fault; 
a blended cidsine, German and French, plenty of 
fine venison, and exquisite wines. Of the court 
functionaries it might be daily said, impk?iiur veleria 
Bacchi pinffuisgue ferine. 
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The Duke resides here half the year, and at 
Coburg the other six months, with the exception of 
occasional visits to his beautiful hunting seats of 
Reinha/rdshrunn^ Itosena% etc. I have heard from 
good authority that the Duke's private fortune is 
something like sixty thousand pounds per annum, 
independently of the revenues of the duchy, which 
are about thirty thousand pounds per annum. No 
wonder, therefore, that the Duke lives in good style, 
when here one pound goes as far as five pounds in 
England. Mem. — Let well alone, and stay at Gotha. 

September 28<A. Returned from grand hunt at 
Oberhof ; must keep copy of my letter to L., which 
describes this Thuringian baittte in honour of royalty*. 

Invited to periodic meeting of the Gotha savans; 
about thirty persons were present, many well known 
to Europe, as, Rost, Ukert, Frederick Jacobs, Bret- 
schneider, etc. Something like a conversazione; 
no chairs or tables; all stand, or walk about, talking 
in groups; smoke, and drink coffee, which is handed 
round incessantly. This big talk meeting lasts about 
three hours, during which time everything new in 
the literary or scientific world is brought on the 
tap's. The atmosphere, as may be readily imagined, 
is tolerably dense, but this is not fatal to wit; here 
they understand ewfumo dare lucent. 



See Lifters from Thuringia. 
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DL'CAL tlBBARY. 



Am promised by Dr. Mocller a sketch of what 
is remarkable in the ducaf library, and Professor 
Wurstermann is to give mo an account of the col- 
leges, gymnasia, etc*. 



* The scientific and literary collections of the Ducal Palace of 
FriedenBtein owe their existence to Emeat the Pious, whose succegsors 
liBve hy continual augmentations rendered them such as few great 
states, and certainly none of equal size, cftii rival. 

The Library, tlirown open for the use of the public by the duke's 
liberality, numbers more than two huudred thousand Tolumes, whose 
classification and arrangeiuent are the most perfect. There ore 
about two thousand manuscripts of ckasical authors, and others 
connected with German literature, and lietween two and three 
thouaaud Oriental manuHcripts, Persian, Arabic, Turkish, Syrinc, 
Hebrew, &c. The catalogue has been systematically arranged by 
Professor Jacobs, in forty -eight volumes, folio, in addition to which 
there is an alphabetical catalogue. I have given a list of g<mte few of 
tliemogt curious and valuable books which the Library contains. 

Among the most remarkable of the manuscripts are the fol- 
lowing : — 

I. One hundred and seventy-one sheets, small folio, of Psalms, in 
Greek, embellished with initials of the seventh century, which for- 
merly belonged to the monastery of Marboch, in Alsace. 

II. Evangeliorium, in folio, on parchment, Greek, of the eleventh 
century, was obtained by Frederick the Wise, on Jiis journey to 
Jerusalem, in 1493. It is described by Cyprian and Mathias, 

III. Bililia Latum, folio, parchment, Vulgate lai., 14fi2, with 
splendid iliuiuiiuitions. 

IV. Evangelia, or four Gospels (on coai'se parchment), written 
aliout the end of the sixth century, 

V. The Four Gospels, in Latin, in gold lettei-s, on beautiful 
parchment. It belonged to the Benedictine Monastery of Eptemacb, 
in Luxembourg, given to it by Otlio II. and his wife Tbeodosio, and 
since 1706 in the Library. The binding is most BUUi])tuous, of 
carved wood over jilatesof gold. The carved wood, which sejiarates 
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September 29^. Invited to another geseUschqfU 
Bal. My title of travelling bachelor of Cambridge, 
which is always punctiliously given, for all the world 
knows the length to which the Germans go in this 



the coyer into compartments^ is inlaid with precious stones, and the 
gold plates are stamped with full-length figures of the Evangelists, 
the Virgin Mary, Bonifacius, Benedict, Bang Otho, and others: in 
the centre is a heautiful carving of the Crucifixion, in ivory. It is 
a superh relic of monastic wealth. The Four Grospels are separated 
hy paintings on gold ground in the Byzantine taste. 

VI. The Four Gospels (parchment), of the eleventh century, with 
gold initials, and illuminated with paintings : it was the hook that 
Luther usedy who wrote many marginal notes. 

On a page appended to it is written: Anno 1622 fundit Martinus 
iMher hunc librum, 

YII. Bihel AUen Testament y German translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, curiously illuminated with pictures of the Virgin, angels, 
and knights in armour, &c. 

VIII. Bibel Nettes Testament y German, with drawings, which for 
colour and skill could not he rivalled. The Crucifixion and Christ 
hefore Caiaphas are superh. The Revelation of St. John contains 
seventeen pictures, in the style of AWrecht Durer, 

IX. Breviarium Maguntinum, fifteenth century, heautifiilly writ* 
ten: painted initials. 

X. Breviarium. This is one of the chef d'ceuvres of the kind : it 
is most exquisitely written on a fine, silky parchment (of unhom 
lamhs). It was hrought from the Netherlands hy a son of Ernest the 
Pious: it contains an almanack in the heginning, with the signs 
of the Zodiac, and also some heautiful costumes of the times (1490). 
It was used hy Charles V, This Breviary is so magnificent, that the 
description of its contents takes up alone a volume. It might he 
valued at ahout three thousand poimds, if we were to estimate it 
hy the expense of making a copy. 

XI. Horse Sacree, ornamented with arahesques and fourteen 
miniatures. 
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particular, puzzled the young ladies. They looked 
very shy; I think they imagined me Eome unfortu- 
nate viotim to vows of celibacy, and employed by 
the University to disseminate the doctrines of the 



XII, Bremanam, with eml)elH8hmi:nta liy Dutch ftrtiata. 

XIII. BrerAarium, given by AiiguBto.daugliter of Frederick II. of 
Saxe Gotha, and mother of George III., of England. 

XrV. PrecetfVnih eigiity-thvee paintings and marginal embellish- 
menta,by John and Herbert Van Eycb. 

XV. PrecK, description, with two plates. 

XVI. Capitula Regum Frani^orum, in folio, parchment, from 961. 

XVII. Vita Hilkbrandi, by Theofride, Prior of Eptemuch, 
eleventh century. 

XVIII. Codeu Evangdium. 

XIX. Vft!iial)Ie Collection of Autographs, Letters, &c., of Luther 
(the first part of a MS. Translation of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
in Luther's own writing), of Calvin, ZwingliuB, Melancthon, Beza, 
Peter the Great, &c,i about two hundred letters of Voltaire to the 
Princeas Dorothea, wife of Frederick III, ; and about aixty-eight 
Letters of Frederick the Great, valuable documenta for Saxon history: 
many rare commentaries on the Koran; the Koran in the C<^>pt 
dialect; important geographical works; manuseriplsoftlie One Thon- 
saiid and One Nights, or Arabian Nights, with other Eastern tales 
and romances; many astronomical and medical dissertations; the 
large Dictionaries of Dscheuhari Firusahadi, &c. 

XX. Manusoriptfl of the following classical authors: — 1. .^aopi 
FahulfE. 2. Cicero de Officiis et de Amicitia. 3. Tuaculanas Ques- 
tiones. i, OdiE Horatii cum libro Epodon, ejusdem Epiatolie et 
Sermonesj ejnadem Ars Poetica. fi. Commentaria Cfesaria, 6, Jua- 
tini Hiatoriie Philippicie. 7. Juvenalia Satine. 8. Quintiliani de 
Institutione Oratoria, lib, xii. 9. Sallostii Belimn Calilinarum, 10. 
Terentii CoinedifE. 11. Theoerit^ Idyllise, 12. Virgilii Opera. 

XXI. Old printed works: — A leaf of tlie first Paalterinm. 14fi7- 
Complete copy of the aliore, second edition, on [Hirchment. 14fi9. 
Dunuidi Rationale. Catholicon Johannis Balbi de Janua. 1465i 
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same. Distinctly explained to the contrary, but did 
not readily get partners, and shall petition the Uni- 
versity to change the term bachelor. 

September 30<A. Dined at her Serene Highness 



Biblia Latina. 1464. Ciceronis Officia. 1465. AugustinuB de Arte 
Predicandi. Justiniani Institutiones cum glossa. 1468. Valerius 
Maximus. 1471. Cesaris Commentaria. 1469. Sixty-nine sylogra- 
phic works. Ars Memorandi ; Ars Moriendi. Rome spiritual and 
temporal. Biblia Pauperum. Defensorium Virginitatis Sanctae 
Marie. 

A description of the Contents of the Library is to be found in the 
Beitr&ge zur aUen Litertxtur, by Jacobs and Eckhert, and a particular 
description of the Oriental Manuscripts is to be found in Professor 
Moeller's CiUalogus lAbrorum torn Manuscriptorum, 

The Cabinet of Coins, attached to the Library, is one of the 
finest in Grermany, and ranks after that of Vienna. The collection of 
Roman coins is most perfect : a part of them were purchased of the 
Prince of Schwarzburg for sixteen thousand pounds. It includes 
many coins, which no other cabinets in the world possess, such as 
the Caligulay representing him and his sister; the coins of the Mace- 
donian kings of the Greek towns; Sicilian and Oriental coins; 
together forming a magnificent and most costly cabinet. There is a 
complete catalogue, arranged after the system of Eckhel, in sixteen 
Yolumes folio. Descriptions of this cabinet are likewise to be found 
in the works of Morell, Montanus, SehlichtegroU's Historia Numa^ 
theccB GotkanoB, The Oriental coins have been described by Dr, 
Moeller, in his work De Numis OriefUalibus in Nvmoph^ktcio Gh- 
thano (MserwUiSy quarto, 1836. The reigning Duke has added to the 
collection complete sets of the modem coins of all the European 
States. 

It would be quite impossible for me to describe the exquisite 
gems and works of art to be found in the Cabinet of Antiquities. I 
can only mention some few, and in very general terms: — A la^ge 
square Onyx (5' 5" high, 3' 10" broad), with Jupiter and Juno, &c., 
most elaborately cut ; valued at three thousand pounds. A Bust of 
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the Dowager Duchess of Gotha Altenburg's, His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert's grandmother. Fine 
old lady; dnatingly fonct of her grandson. Feed 
excellent; all over by five o'clock. Start to morrow 
for a month's ramble in the Wald. 

Nfmemher \st Returned from rambles. Must 
make fair copies of my letters to L.; in ease I 
should make a book, they may be poked in- 

Found on my table letter from my friend Pro- 
fessor Wiirstermann, which I give as a specimen of 
Saxon Professors' Latinity. 

St AN FOB mo, 

Viro docfimmo et clarUgimo 

S. P. 

Ne diutiua lentus tibi infitiatop esse videar, mitto tibi 

brevcm, quam a me cotiBcribi voluisti, do ro litteraria Gotha- 

norum com mentation em. Quam operam petenti tibi qunni 



Louis XrV., in amethyflt. A aaidlfigmre ai Confucius, in Bapphire, 
2' 8' high: valued at five liundred pounds. A iplendid Oriental 
ffomet, with the head of a Persian king finely carved. A rowtd 
Sardonytc, of great rarity, with the head of Medusa, &c., &c. Soms 
exquisite jugs, cups, hunting-horns, in ivory, with the most delicate 
chiselling, by Benvenuto Cellini. Bat-reUefs in bos- wood, by Albreeht 
Durer. Adam and Eve in Paradise. Christ and the Apostles. 
A series, representing the life of Chnst, &c., Sta. A small album, 
the cover of which is in carved ivory, by Cellini. In it are found 
the autographs of numerous princes; amongst others. King James I., 
who wrote the following: — Inopiimte ntmnunquian foHunt^i deve- 
nimus quid mm cogit amor. Hcee in ejus gratiam in cvjus hue 
adveiii, JTaeobus S., which seems to refer to his long stay at 
Copenhagen, and to hia marriage. 
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libenti animo praestiterim, non est, quod verbis satis expri- 
mam. Nam quis est, qui non summam animi voluptatem 
capiat inde, quod patriaa su8b laudes prsedicare ei liceat, 
prasertim si vera cum gloria de ea re prsedicare possit ! In 
litteris autem colendis promovendisque Gothanos non ulti- 
mum inter Germanos obtinere locum vere contendere nobis 
licet. Ne longius abeam, te ipsum, mi Stanfordi, ouem 
aliquam diu rebus nostris prsesentem spectatorem interfuisse 
Isetamur, facio arbitrum. Quot quantasque, quseso, di- 
scendi opportunitates in nostra urbe cumulatas vidisti! 
Quam prseclara doctrinse praesidia cujusvis generis, quss vel 
regiis urbibus ornamento esse possint, parata apud nos spec- 
tavisti, quid dico? spectavisti, cum summa admiratione, 
cujus significationem plus semel vultu tuo prodidisti, es 
contemplatus ! Quot quantosque doctos viros, quos in 
omni litterarum genere tantum non excellere una est et 
consentiens intelligentium hominum vox, in eadem urbe 
cognovisti ? Profecto non est, quod verear verecundiae fines 
me transiturum, esse quum contendo, pauca, quae tarn exi- 
guo contineantur ambitu, oppida te inventurum esse, qua> 
in ea saltem re cum nostra urbe certare possint. Post tuum 
in patriam reditum^ quem felicissimum tibi apprecamur, die 
popularibus tuis, quae tu ipse oculis usurpaveris ; sed pluri- 
bus verbis exponas velim, has nostras laudes cum ipsorum 
principum, quos clementissimos litterarumque amantissimos 
nos et omni tempore habuisse et adhuc habere gloriamur, 
laudibus arctissime esse conjunctas. Nam quum duces, qui 
divino quodam beneficio his terris contigerunt, probe per- 
spectum haberent, per exiguas civitatis suae opes sibi non 
concessum esse, ut ex splendidis rei militaris spectaculis aut 
ex magnifica aulae pompa gloriolam aliquam, quae vel ipsa 
cito peritura est, sibi quaererent, aliam firmiorem et per 
omne tempus duraturam sibi paraverunt laudem ex vero 
artium elegantium et ingenuarum amore et studio. Sed 
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lire optiiiioruMi priiicipmn laudos aut alius hotiiinis, qui '11- 
cenili vi me longe superat, deHiderant Blo(|uentiain, aut buuo 
saltern locum non capiuat. 

Tu vera ita exJstimes, velim, nihil esse, quod magia cu- 
piaiii, quaai ut ea, qu^ tibi una cum bis litteris misi tibi, 
non improbeutur. Vale, mihique favere perge. Scrips! 
Gotbai, 31 Oct. 1839. 

E. F. Wdrbterman-n, 
Professor in illustri Gymnasio Gotbano, 

Novernbei- 2nd. Read iu English newspapers 
some absurd paragraphs about the ducal family; 
their being Roman Catboliea; also their extreme 
poverty. Shall write and contradict this nonsense. 
Went to Dr. Bretschneider ; long conversation on 
subject of Hugh James Rose's book On the State of 
the Protestant Religion in G&t-many, with which the 
learned divine was highly displeased. Presented 
me with a copy of his work, published in answer to 
former, which, had I the time, I should perhaps 
translate. The Doctor promised me a brief expo- 
sition of his religious opinions, which will be a docu- 
ment of the greatest interest, as he is the chief of a 
very large party, and his opinions are much re- 
spected in Germany. He is considered one of the 
most profound scholars and theologians. As super- 
intendent or bishop here, I believe his income to be 
seven hundred pounds per annum. 

Noeember Zrd. Went over to dine with Pastor 
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Hochgesang at Ulleben, who, here in Thoringia, not 
only passes, but is really rich with forty pounds a 
year. A fine jolly fellow he is ; his gude wife made 
some excellent tipple after dinner, of which I begged 
the recipe*. 

November 4th. Our gracious Sovereipi's mar- 
riage with His Serene Highness Prince Albert and 
the Pickwick Papers divide the attention of Gotha 
folks ; — ^fiEuicy Pickwick in German — ^however, they 
say they enjoy it amazingly, much more than the 
approaching nuptials, for they can't bear the idea 
of the Prince going away, he is so universally be- 
loved here. 

I ventured to hint at the brilliant position of 
the Queen of England's Consort. "Comment 
Monsieur,** (indignantly replied one of the company,) 
" position brillante. Cela ne lui manque pas ! C'est 
un Due de Saxe ; Tausend Sapperment !" This of 
course was conclusive. 

Nooember 5th. Dined at Court. Reigning Duke 
in most gracious manner has given me permission 



* For fmir persons — Eier Punch. One pint of Rhine or French 
white wine, half a pint of water, a wine glass of rum, and half a pound 
of loaf sugar ; put these ingredients into a skillet over the fire, hreak 
eight eggs, and put the yolks, after slight beating, into a basin, the 
white to be beaten to froth (separately) : mix yolks of eggs with 
wine, &c., and when it begins to boil, pour over the white, and add 
a squeeze of lemon. 

C 
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to dedicate any Uttle book I might write on Saxe 
Coburg Gotha, to bis Serene Highness Prince Albert 
— shall not avail myself, however, of the same, since 
it would look like toadyism — received at the same 
time permission to examine letters, &c. in secret 
archives. 

Wrote to the different Pastors, requesting them 
to send me the peasants in their wedding costumes. 
Shall have them drawn, and if well done, shall add 
them to my sketches, &c., for the album, which I 
intend laying at Her Majesty's feet. 

L November Glh. Went to the Sin^ Verem; about 

one hundred persons present, all amateurs; heard 
some good music, chiefly from Handel. Miss Bret- 
Bchneider's voice as fine and highly cultivated as any 
prima donna. 
Curious enough, in this part of the world, except 
at balls, concerts, &e., the two sexes don't meet. 
There is plenty of hospitality and much social inter- 
course, but when the gniidige Frau sees her female 
acquaintance, her lord and master is sent out for the 
evening, and when in his turn he invites his friends, 
the lady is non est inventa. I once i^ accident popped 
in at a ladies' party, and in pure ignorance sat down 
— observed smiles and whispers, but did not ta^e — 
inquired for Monsieur le Professeur — smiles and 
whispers tripled — to mend the matter, the lady of 



'd 



THE NOBILITV, 



19 



the lioueo spoke very little French, and I scarce any 
German — was offered some gateau de cerises, on a 
little plate, with a sharp-pointed knife, for here all 
the ladles used the knife as a fork also, digging the 
point into the tnorceaiu: after having cut them, and 
thus conveyed them to the moutb. 

Afterwards I heard what a solecism I had been 
guilty of in remaining, almost as bad as getting into 
a Harem in the East — apologized to the lady, who 
smiled graciously, said I need not be annoyed, for 
the ladies knew I was an EnglaudtT, which name in 
Germany is a carte blanche for all kinda of eccentri- 

' city — do the most extraordinary and absurd things 
ssible, no one Is surprised when they hear yon are 
an Eyiglande)'. 

November 7th. Find the nobility here very agree- 

1 able — ^great sportsmen and great feeders, in short, 
good jolly fellows, not incumbered with learning, 

I and, perhaps, arrogating a too great consequence 
from their high descent — excusable, however, since 

[ many of them as f. e. the Wangenheims, Branden- 

[ steins, Schlotheims, Sec, can trace a pure descent of 

I Bome six hundred years' nobility. They never mix 
with the Bourgeois, and a Foreigner is alt the better 

I jeeeived, who has a de or some such handle to his 

I patronymic. 

Spfflit delightful evening with Strnxk the novelist 
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■ — his liomaiicea are much admired — fancy an author 
ftf reputation getting one hundred and fifty dollars 
(twenty pounds) for a three-volume romance. 

To-morrow, off for a fortnight into the forest to 
complete some sketches, legendary gleanings, &c. 

December 2nd. Returned from rambles — news 
from England of Her Majesty's intention to unite 
herself to His Serene Highness Prince Albert, de- 
lighted ! — From what I have heard of His Serene 
Highness's character, even among the poor foresters 
of Thuringia, who all have a kind word for him, our 
gracious Sovereign could not have made a more 
excellent choice, either for her own happiness or 
that of the country. I hear that both princes are 
now at Coburg. As the only Englishman in the 
Duke's dominions, and having been so kindly treated, 
must go over and offer my humble congratulations 
to His Serene Highness. 

December 4lk. Started for Coburg by eilwagen 
— cold intense, snow two feet deep — "Condueteur" 
extremely curious to know my precise rank and 
object — in his own mind determined that I was an 
envoy from England, and Herr Baroned me to the 
n***. On arrival, after fourteen hours' journey, my 
friend made considerable bustle, hallooing out for 
Nummer Eim Zimmer fur den Ilernt Baron, &c. 
Boniface conferred a grade higher, an<l by the time 
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I got Up to Zimnier Eins, I was Herr Graf, and 
occasionally E^celienz in virtue of my presumed 
function of envoy. Having no olyection to the best 
room and best of the larder, said nothing, only 
thought what a pity it was not a true bill. 

December 5l/i. Sent my card to the 0/>er Uof 
MarschiU Baron de Meyer — called on M, do Flor- 
Bchutz, formerly tutor to the princes — an amiable 
and intelligent gentleman — went over the library — 

, the Duke's collection of prints and engravings, one 
of the finest in the world — specimens from the 
earliest productions of the art, to present time, of 
all countries. Visited the Festung, now a keej) or 
" donjon," which contains some of the finest sijeci- 
mens of boisserie, representing the wild boar hunts 
of the court, as conducted some centuries since. 
The Duke is laying out large sums of money in 
restoring this old castle, architecture being one of 
His Serene Highness's favourite studies, and bis 
taste is of the highest order, as witness the Chateaux 

, of Reinhardsbninn, Rosenau, the Opera houses at 
Gotha and Coburg, restoration of the Palace hen-, 

I &c. 

Received invitation to a soiree at Her Serene 
Highness the Duchess's — Prince Albert was unwell 
and was not of the party — the Hereditary Prince 
Ernest was there, lively and unaftected, full of 
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spirits, a detennined sportsman — speaks English 
well. I had been told that His Serene Highness 
was austere and haughty — saw no signs of it — don't 
believe a word — party very agreeable — broke up at 
eleven. 

December 6th, Called on Dr. Gensler, court 
preaclier here. This gentleman confirmed the two 
princes, and told me that he had frequently admi- 
nistered the sacrament to the princes — mentioned 
these circumstances in answer to my queries refer- 
ring to paragraphs in English newspapers about the 
ducal family being Roman Catholic — ridiculous — it 
is a fundamental law of the Duchy, that no Roman 
Catholic prince can reign, and in the case of the last 
Prince, Duke Frederick, he never held the reins of 
government, but merely the title, from the circum- 
stance of his having changed to-the Roman Catholic 
faith during long residence at Rome. 

Dr. Gensler made me a present of his biography 
of the reigning Duke, which he told me I might rely 
upon for its authenticity. 

At Neufess, near here, Ruckert, tlie celebrated 
German Orientalist, resides on his patrimonial estate. 
His poetical works from Eastern models have created 
for him a brilliant reputation. His profound erudi- 
tion in Eastern lore and his metrical skill combine 
to render his productions the most perfect in any 
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European tongue. His Wisdom of the Brdimhis, 
Nala and Damajanti, Elu Seid, are the most popular 
of his productions. Invited to dine at the Palace — 
felt nervous as to what I should say by way of 
congratulation — so whilst rumbling along in the old 
coach prepared an impromptu address of congratula- 
tion on approaching nuptials of His Serene Highness 
the Prince — Hia Serene Highness acknowledged the 
compliment very graciously, and presented me to 
His Serene Highness the Prince, and although my 
expectations were very great, still they were more 
than realized. I hate praising princes because it 
appears all fudge, but I can't help saying, that His 
Serene Highness's manners are moat elegant, and in 
person ia enough to turn the heads of all women 
that are not blind, or who choose to cry sour grapes 
— dances to perfection — speaks English, French, 
and of course German, thoroughly well — the Italian 
slightly — sings well, and in moments of leisure com- 
poses musical bagatelles —paints really well, and 
what is better than all, his heart is in the right 
place — of this fact I have had repeated proofs; a 
propos to this, I give part of a letter from Professor 
Millinet, Poet Laureat here. 
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LE PRINCE ALBERT. 
Si le due regnant de Cobourg Gotha a la taille d'HercuIc 
on de Tihie, son fils Albert a celle d'Antinoua ou d'Hip- 
polyte, 11 est rare de voir un plus beau jeune homnie: 
traits nobles et reiruliers, pliysionomte avenante et spiritu- 
elle, yeux bleus, mais vifs et romplis d'esprit, une foret de 
oheveux cbtitaiiis, et tout ce physique distingue, entonre 
d'une atmosphere d'tilegance, do poesie, de lumiere. Or, et 
ceci n'eat pas phrase banale, or cette beaute, jointe aux 
avantagea d'une illustre naissance, sont lea moindreB qualites 
du jeune prince, qui fiit il le fila du dernier dos aujets de 
son pere, fixorait bien certaiuement Tattention de tout le 
monde par sa tournure, par un riche fonds de connaissauces 
solides, et par la droiture de sou caractcre. Le Prince 
Albert a re^u, et ce qui plus est, il a au mettre k profit une 
^ucation tout-a-fait intollectuelle : parlez-lui Latin, Fran- 
fais, Anglaia, Italien, il voub repondra avec facilite dans 
toutes ces langues; parlez-lui politique, juriaprudencei 
sciences naturelles, physique, chimie, antiquites, archeo- 
logie, — vous le trouverez en pays de connaiasance ; il jnge 
non en automate proneur, mais en penseurjudicieux. Aveo 
cela le jeune prince excelle dans tous lea aria d'agr^ent. 
II est peintre; rappellez-vous le portrait de Fiesco que vous 
ftvez vu dana Ics appartements de Ma<l. la Duchease doua- 
ri^re; il est muaicien, je possede troia cahiera de romances 
qu'il a'eat plu k composer; il aime la po^aie, et tourne de 
tree jolis vera. Ajoutez k tout cela, que le prince danse 
eomme un ange, qu'il nionte & cheval comme un diable, 
qu**)! nage eomme un dauphin, qu'il patiue comme un dandy 
d'HolIande, et vous conviendrez qu'un jeune homme do 
cette trempe, pourrait a rigour se passer de toute princerie, 
pour faire raffolcr <!e lui toutes lea femmes du monde, sans en 
excepter mOme une Reine d'Angleterre. 
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Was placed next to His Serene Hip^hness the 
Prince at table, who conyersed very affiibly; told 
me some anecdotes of His Highness's grand-father, 
the Duke Augustus. Spoke in the most flattering 
t^ms of England, and of the pleasure he had expe- 
rienced during his residence in the capital. 

December 7th. Galled this afternoon on Baron 
de Carlowitz, prime minister; found him smoking 
his pipe over *a glass of beer, joined in the process. 
The Baron gave me an account of his journey with 
the Princes, down the Danube, from Vienna to 
Pesth; the captain of the steamer, said he, was a 
great bear, ein grober kerU and ordered all the passen- 
gers about sans ceremonie. His Serene Highness 

Prince Albert took out his sketch-book, and made a 
croquis so like, that the captain begged it for his 

frati, which request being granted, he did the polite 

the remainder of the voyage. 

Received the following four lines, composed by a 

Gotha poet, who, like his brethren, has more golden 

dreams than ducats. The Prince, in consideration of 

this, and hearing that the poor devil had a wife and 

children, sent him forty napoleons, which beats Fer- 

dousi's poem at a piece of gold for every line: — 
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VICTORIA. 
Vincitur Alberto Victoria, Parta Britannia, 
Saxo Tibi Priucepa Regia Palnia datur, 
Victorem Albertutn Victrix Victoria vincit, 
Viiicit Amor Victrix Viutaque cauaa. placet. 

December 8(/i. Invited to ceremony of pro- 
clamation of the marriage of Hia Serene Highness 
Prince Albert with Her Majesty. About three 
hundred persons were assembled in the Palace of 
Ehrenberg, from Austria, Prussia, Saxony, He^e, 
including deputations from the Corjtorations of 
Gotha and other towns, who presented addresses of 
congratulation. All in uniform, some of which were 
magnificeut. I know not when I have seen a more 
brilliant sight*. Wlien Baron de Carlowitz had 
read the proclamation, the Duke embraced his eon, 
and the Duchess next imprinted on his forehead the 
kiss of fond affection, while, in every eye, one read 
the heartfelt wish, that all the parents" fondest, 
proudest wishes might be fully realized. One hundred 
and ninety persons partook of the hospitality of the 
Duke's table in the Riesen Saal, or Giant's Hall, and 
a more sumptuous or splendid entertainment could 
not be imagined. The loud and cordial cheers, 



* Should Biiy one hiivu reud thew liana buforc, I Iwg to 
I wrute to the Morning Chronicle tliis deauription at tha time. 
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the health of EnglancPs Quc^en hrought forth, with 
an enthusiasm that all the forms of etiquette and 
courtly ceremonies could not restrain, were, to an 
Englishman's ears, more grateful than sweetest 
harmony, and when the band struck up **God save 
the Queen,*' confound it ! I piped my eye. Must 
not omit to record a circumstance characteristic of 
the Prince. By his order the people were admitted 
during dinner into the Riesen * Sadli to see the 
assembled company, and hundreds profited by the 
permission. Old and young, peasants from the 
hills, of ^all classes, walked about without the 
slightest restraint to their evident enjoyment ; and 
to hear their exclamations, the blessings they 
invoked on their beloved prince and his august 
parents, was a more eloquent and sterling panegyric 
than volumes could express. Ach sehen Sie! Unser 
Durchlauchtige Furst ; Edkr Fiirst; Und die Furstinrij 
wie gldnzend geschmucht; Ach^ wie schon ist nicht 
Furst Albert? und so gut — so gut wie er schon ist; 
Freilich^ er ist ein liebenswurdiger Prinz! 

The old servants of his august parents can't talk 
of him without tears in their eyes. I quite won the 
heart of Intendant Zella, because I so cordially 
echoed his praises of the Prince. Sent an account 
of this ceremony and banquet to the Morning Chro- 
nicle. 
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December 10(A. Grand concert at court : Drouet, 
the celebrated flute-player, who is chapel-master to 
the Duke, conducted. AH the court took part, the 
Ducliess and his Serene Highness Prince Albert: 
each had solo parts. The Prince has a very good 
voice, and sings in a very unaffected pleasing man- 
ner. All went off very well. 

December \Qth. Returned to Gotha, highly 
pleased with my visit to Coburg. Found the fol- 
lowing interesting document from Dr. Bretscbneidcr 
on my table, which will be read with the deejiest 
interest ; but I do not wish it to be considered that 
I agree with the learned Doctor's views, 

Legi, clarieaiine Stanford, qiisa de mo et de inea theo- 
logia iti pagella, quani tJbi remitto, ecHpsiati, qute auteni 
Don proreus justa sunt. Quod ad tne quideiu nicaque 
scripta attiuet, conferaa velim librum, Convergationt Lexi- 
con, aub titulo notniniB mei, quern librum tibi dabit claris- 
aimua Wiistemunnus, Gymnasii nostri doctor. 

Doctrina autein niea sic se babet. 

Doceo, ease revelationcm divinam, i. e., numen aupre- 
mum immediate, ut loquuntur, efficacem esse in honnnum 
animia, ut notionea veraa de rebus ad religionem spectan- 
tibus iis peppediset; quam Dei efficaciam, inapirationeni a 
tbeologia dictam, puto locum babuiase ab antiquiasimis 
temporibus, et aese eonapicuam fecisae per interpretes, quos 
Deua BUBcitavit et certia temporibua misait, ut in antmls 
hominuiu excitarent ideas eas, quibus religtouis ambitus 
circumacribitur. Ejusmodi interpretes fuerunt Abrahamua, 
Moaea. Propbet£e, deniquo Chriatua, auinmus rerum divi- 
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iianiin doctor, per quern omnia doctrina dirina absoluta est. 
Absolvitur autem ideis de Doo, ejus periectiDiis, operibua, 
et gubeniatione ; de homine ad Dei imaginem fornmto, do 
lego divina eWe perrectiono mentis human^e, de bono 
supremo, de familia sive reffno Dei, de Ecclosis, de gratia 
divina, de preemiis ot poenie, et de vita inimortali. Has 
ideas Deua non uno actu omnea in mente lioniiuum exci- 
tavit, sed certo ordine, neque eas ab onini parte absoliitaa, 
Bed primum minu^, postea magia et uberius explicatas. 
Per Abrabamum tradita eat idea Dei uniuB, creatoris et 
giibematoris mundi ; per Mosem idea legis divinie et cultus 
Dei et regni divini, qute ides a propbotis magis magisqiie 
expositffi sunt. Per Christum deuique tradita est idea 
gratiie divinx et vit^ inimortalia. Omnes Jde^ de rebus 
diviniB a Cbristo sunt absolutic. Deum docuit, non esse 
tutorem familise, ut eum venerabatur Abraham, nequo ut 
Ieraelit%putabant,tutoremunius gentle, sed patrem omnium 
gentium et liominnm. Porro regnum Del non abeolvi fa- 
milia aliqua, nequo gonte, sed toto genere humano ; cultum 
Dei non adatrietum ease ad locum sacrum, nequo eemi in 
quibusdam ritibua, sod animo colendum esse numen perfec- 
tissimum. Deum docuit ease non solum creatorem et domi- 
nuni omnium rerum, sed etiara numen perfectissimum, ejus- 
que legem non golum spectare actiones honiinnm, sed etiam 
animi aensus, hominemque ei obsequi debero non metu 
ptEnarum coactus vel spe proemiorum permotus, sod amore 
perfectionis diutius, qui amor si homo eo ducitur, est ejus 
libertas. Accesait autem ideis, quibus religio absolvitur, 
per Christum idea vitje immortalis, sublata ilia vetere opi- 
nione de loco inferno, in quo nianea detineantur. Docuit 
enim hominum animum post mortem in ccelum assurgere, 
i.e., in alium mundum transire. Quod vero attinet ad 
pnemia ot ptenas futuras, equidem ilia non tantum in com- 
probatioue conscientife recti, neque has solum in reprehen- 
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aione conaciontiiE pravomni pODO, BOd puto prieniia et poenaa 
ctiani pendere a natura niundi et ab externa conditione, 
(pen nobia a suninio judice, past mortem adeignabitiir. 
Spiritum nostrum oUra in aolie orbem veiiturum esse, eto^ 
non docui. Fieri id quidem posse non nego, Bed nemo 
mortaliuin ea do re certi quid dofiniro puteat. Sufiicit scire, 
nos corpore abjeuto iiasci ex Dei gratia denuo, nt in alio 
looge prjestantioro mundo vivamua*. 

Informatio ideEe numiniB poifectissimi pendet ab infor- 
matione totiua mundi creati. Quanquam enim ratio hn- 
mana Dei ideara format, tamen in intelligenda siimma per- 
fectione adstricta oat cognition! de rebuB creatis, bivo de 
remni universitate. Deus enim et niundus sunt notiones 
correlatsB, lit loquuntur philosopbi, unde seqnitur, ideam 
Dei in mente bominis pari tantum passu posse formari cum 
Bcientia remm omnium. Etenim quid sit Bumma potestas 
Dei mente comprebendi non potest, nisi cognitum babes 
mundi ambitum rerumqnecreatarumamplitudinem; neque 
concipi potest idea suminse sapientise et benignitatia, nisi 
perspecta remqi creataruni natura et compage et intellecto 
rerum omnium ordine pulcberrimo, Necease igitnr erat. 
ut Deua in tradendis ideia veritatia, sese accomniodaret sin- 
gulis temporibus aeientia! de rerum universitate, quam aibi 
homines com para verant, et cognitionem rerum divinarum 
crescere asquaii niodo quo rerum creatarum scientia crescit. 
Cui legi adstricta etiam est revelatio divina, qn^ i^tur 
diversia temporibus, quasi per gradus facta, et involuta est 
imaginibus et placitis hominum ingenio accommodatis, sed 
e quibus tamen, crescente scientia rerum omnium, Veritas 
evolvi quasi potuit, qu^ unice tenenda eat. Sic JudEeorum 



• This refers to an interesting; conversation I hwi with the learned 
Doctor on the Euhjeut of a future state. 
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opinio do neBorreetione eamk iransitum fecit ad intelli* 
gendam post veram notionem vitie nternsa, quam nos 
tenemus. 

* Quod ad soripturam aacram attinet, reprobandam puto 
veterum theologoram opinionem, Spiritum Sanctum serip- 
siflse literas sacras, et scriptores sacroa tantam spiritus fuisse 
instrumenta. Statuo autem, comprehensam esse libris 
sacris historiam et argumentum vend revalationis divin». 
Codex saioer naa est ipsa revelatio, sed revelatio est in oodice 
sacro, et ex eo oognoseenda. Ex argumento literaram 
sacrarum ea aiitem tantum pertinent ad doctrinam revela- 
tam, quse referenda sunt ad ideas, quibus omnis religio 
absolvitur. Humanse rationis est judicare ea de re, et 
debet ratio humana scripturam non solum interpretari, sed 
etiam ejus argumentum ad doctrinam religionis referre. 

Ratio enim humana, i.e., ilia facultas, qua ideas sive 
notiones perfectissimi formamus, verum cognoscimus, bonum 
Tolumus, pulchrum sentimus et diligimus, non est corrupta 
ullo modo, sed integra. Homo nascitur neque bonus neque 
prayus, sed facultate instructus verum, bonupi et pulchrum 
Tidendi amandique, quse facultus disciplina excolenda est. 
Opinio enim theologorum, qua statuunt naturam hominis 
per Adami peccatum penitus corruptam et ad orane bonum 
ineptimi factam esse, merum commentum .est, omui scrip* 
turse sacrae auctoritate destitutumf. 

Subtilissimam illam Ecclesise doctrinam de tribus per- 
sonis incompletSB subsistentiaB in unitate essentiae divinse, 



• These opinions of the learned Bretschneider are of a bold charac- 
ter, but we cannot help admiring the clearness and precision of his 
dbtinctions. 

t The doctrine of " Original Sin" is very bri^y denied. No 
one, however, • can complain of want of candour in the Doctor's 
exposition. 
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sive de trinitate in uiiitate, miBsam qiiidem facio, qutppe 
seculo (juarto et quinto e diaputationibus philosophicis 
nataiu et litecarum sacrarum fundamento dostitutam, sed 
teiieo ecriptursB sinipliceai docrinam de Deo patre, Cliristo 
ejus filio et Spiritu Srtncto*. Christum euini bubeo naa 
tantuiu Measiam, a. Deo per propbetas Voteri Testamenti 
proiiiiseuD] eervatoreoi boraiuum, sed etiam filium Dei] divi- 
nam imaginem in bominis forma referentem, misaum a Deo 
patre, ut nos Dei filios, et hieredes salutia seternEB faceret, 
quod viveudo, doceudo, agendo, patiendo, moriendo, resur- 
gendoque efficit. Neque nego Cbristum iniracula (ut lo- 
quuntur) patrasse, Bed id eolura nego, miracula ease idunea 
documenta verje revelationie. 

LibelluB denique mens, inBcrijttaa Zibsr Baro a Sandau, 
eo fine a me exaratns est, ut Romano-Catbolici ab odio erg» 
noe coucepto avocarentur, no» non pro h^reticis et damaatia 
a Deo haberent, nequo ckco iuipetu onmia, quce Papa in 
allocution] bus, bullis decretis suia dicat, pro Del cujusdam 
effato babercnt, sed potius sibi pGrsuaderent, Pontificia 
decreta indigere ubique suffragio Ecclesiw, autiquiora decreta 
de Iisereticis, seripta quoadam ex superbia et temeritate 
Pontificum, non ad Es'angelieoa applicauda, imo utrique 
Ecclesije, et Romance et Evangelicm, paria jura in Germa- 
nia neceasario concedenda, Deoque abatiuendum esse ab im- 
pudente postulatione, uti omnea liberi iu matriiuonio mixto 
(ut loquuntur) nati adacribantur caatris catbolicorum, 

Habes, vir clarisairne, brevem earam, qujE doceo, deli- 
neationem, qua uti, ut tibi placet, jam tui arbitrii est. Vale. 
D. Carolus Beetschnbideb. 
Gothw, d. 6 Nov., 1839. 



* Tlie "missaui [[uidein facio" plainly sliowa the Doctor'a 
sentiments on the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and,'in conjunction 
with the '■ amplicem doctrinom," can lead ns but to one coutluaion. 
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Addo praeterea hoc do librorum STmboliooruin auctori- 
tate. Licet Ecclesiae facere confeesiones fidei, at appellant, 
casque promulgare, utide auctoritatem extemam si histori- 
cam accipiunt; non licet Ecclesiae earn doctrinain posteris 
,ut legem sive normam credendorum vel docendorum impo- 
nere. Ubi enim hoc fit, deseritur summum Eksclesise nostrse 
principium, scripturam sacram solam esse normam ac regu- 
lam credendorum et docendorum. Jusjurandum, igitur, 
quo doc tores in credendo et docendo adstringuntur ad nor- 
mam librorum symbolicorum, per se nullum est. Cujus- 
cunque confessionis vel symboli auctoritas interna nititur eo, 
quod refert exactam imaginem doctrinse, quaa viget in 
Ecclesia eo tempore, quo confessio facta est. Quod si igitur 
Ecclesia postea a priori sententia recedit et veriora intelligit, 
evanescit auctoritas librorum sjmbolicorum in omnibus 
doctrinse capitibus, in quibus sententia conununis homiuum, 
Ecclesiam efficientium, immutata est. 



* RoGASTi me, clarissime doctissimeque Stanford, ut 
qusedam de studiis meis tibi scriberem, et judicium meum 
de libro Hugonis Jacobi Rosas, Angli, The State of the Pro- 
testant Religion in Germany^ paucis verbis tibi exponerem: 
cui utrique desiderio tuo libenter satis feci. 

Quum nemo esse possit verus theologus, nisi bene didi- 
cerit linguas veterum et philosophiam recte cognoverit, ut 
non solum scripturam sacram recte interpretari, sed etiam 
ejus dictis recte uti sciat: primum omnium operam impend i 
philologice sacraa et philosophiae. Utramque, et philoso- 
phiam et philologiam, et postea etiam theologiam per trien- 
nium docui in Academia W. Lebergensi usque ad annum 



• This is the second letter I received from Dr. Bretschneider ; if 
possible, of greater interest than the first. 

D 
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1807, quo AtailHiiia ilia per bellum a Napoieone iiiotuai, 
seilibua suis oxpulBa oet. Singularom libnini de rebus plii- 
loaoptiicJB noa scripsi, eed quid statuam ipse, quidque de 
Kaiitii, Fichtii, SchelUngi, Hegelii placitia judicem, ex 
libria meia dogniatiois quisque, cujus luec nosse intereBt, 
facile intelligero potest. 

Quod ad philologiani sacrani attinet, edldi, u£ quic 
minoris momenti sunt taoeam, Lexici in Interpretes Grsecoa 
Vot. TeBtflin., maximo Scriptorea Apocryphos SpecinieD, 
Lips, 1805-8. Liber Jesu Siracidi6 Graace, perpetua Anno- 
tatione Illuatratua; Ratiabonse, 1806. Primariua autem 
liber, ex quo principia iuterpretationia, quEe sequor, cognoect 
poRsunt est: Lexicon Manuals in Gr^co-Latinum in Libros 
Xovi Teat,, quod primum edidi, Lips., 1824, et quod i 
tertia vice emendatuin et auctum prodiit Llpsife, 1840. 
lUa euiiii parum subtilia et parum vera interpretandi ratio, 
quam liabea in V. Schieusaneri Lesico N. Test., nunc in 
Germania fere obsoleta eat, neque vix ab ullo N. T. inter- 
prete, si diacedia a Tholuckio, Halenai, retinctur. Subti- 
liora interpretandi prfficepta exposita babes prcc cfcteris in 
Wineri (Tbeologi Lipsiensia) GrammaUca Nori Teat., in 
Fritsehii commentariis in Evang. Matthaei et Marci et in 
Epiatolam ad Romanoa, et in Schulzii (Vralislaviensia), 
Fritzschii, (Halenaia), de Wettii (Basilcensia), libria exe- 
getivis et philologicis. 

Quod ad tbeologiam dogtnaticam attinet, niea non solum 
sed otiam aliorum tbeologorum et pbilosopliorum placita 
cognoscea ox meo, Handbuck der DoEmatik der Evange- 
liach-Lutherischeu Kirche, II Voll. edit.4ta.. Lips. 1838-9, 
et hiatoriam dogmatum in nostra Ecclesia inde a Lutheri 
temporibua espositam habea in libro meo: Systematiacha 
Entwickelung aller in der Dogmatik vorkonimenden Be- 
griffe, edit. 3tia, Lipa. 1825-8. 

Quum Najjolconis imperio deleto et restituta in Ger- 
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mania pace secta theologorum in nostra Eksclesia emeigerei, 
qui ad placita prseteritomm seculomm et ad deoertas acho- 
lasticorum doctrinas deflectebant, et theologos saniores et 
subtiliores^, quoB Rationaliatas appellabant, non argumen- 
tis, sed criminationiboB atrociflsimis petebant, eoeque apos- 
tatas a Christiana doctrina diffamabant, itemque ad eos vi 
expellendos ex Ecclesia laioomm vnlgos et principeseomm* 
que amicos ooncitabant: tarn foedo oonatui me fortiter 
opposui editis quibusdam scriptis, quorom praecipua sunt : 
Send Schreiben an einen Staatsmann iiber die Frage: ob 
evangelische Regierungen gegen den Rationalismus ein- 
zuschrei ten haben? Lips. 1830 edit., (quod negatur); 
item: Ueber die Orundprinzipien der evangelischen Theo- 
logie, Altenburg, 1832. Porro: die Theologie und die 
Revolution, oder: die theologischen Richtungen unserer 
Zeit in ihrem Einflusse auf den politischen und sittlichen 
Zustrand der Volker, Lips. 1835-8. In his libellis non 
solum naturam recentioris theologiffi in Germania exposui, 
sed id prsecipue docere studui, ut intelligeretur, illam theo- 
logiam, sive Rationalismum, non ortam esse ex temeraria 
aliqua novarum rerum cupidine, sed ex omnium omnino 
rerum subtiliori et ampliori cognitione, ad quas notiones 
theologicas referre necesse sit. Quum igitur civis vester, 
-fHugh James Rose, temere fidem habens hominibus cujus- 
dam illius sectae, clamores vanos de peste theologica in Ger- 
mania grassante, ad vestros etiam homines perferret in 
libro: The State of the Protestant Religion in Germany: 
adversus ilium quoqne edidi libellum, quem tibi hie mitto. 



* We fear the Bey. H. J. Rose's definition of Rationalists and 
*^ theologos saniores et subtiliores " would not tally well together. 

t It would appear that the Rev. H. J. Rose got into the hands of 
the « Pietists." 

D2 
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ut ilium, ai vis in Angliam tecum auferaa*. Ejus sumnia 
eat, Rosam, civem veatrum, rem theologicam, qualis est in 
Germania, jH'orsus igiiorare, igititr<]ue peraonam cueci do 
coloribuB iianantem et judicantera egieae, et ab amico 
aliquo auo, quern do theologia Gcrmaiiica consuliierit, in 
tetroa et gravea errores inductum ease. Longum eat, sin- 
gula, quae contra RosEe librum monui, hie perscribere. 
Pauca attingam. 

(juod tabulatur, ease familiam theolo^orum in Ger- 
mania, qui pestia inatar omnia, quae in religione vera, eacra 
et eancta sint evertere studeant, id proraus ineptum est ; ad 
illam familiam pertinere Kuinoelium, RoBenmuUenim, 
Doederlinum, Steiiibartum, Ammonium, ridiculum est. 
Fuerant utique in Gerraania quiUani, qui reiigionem Chris- 
tianam divinam esae negarent, et tantum reiigionem natu- 
ralem, i, e., quje ex philoBophia hauriatur, admitterent, 
aimulque historiam revelationis divine in Bcriptura sacn 
impugnarent, nt Reimarus, Wiinsch (auctor libri Horus), 
Paalzovjus, Venturini, Hund-Radowsky, Babrdtius aliique 
anonymi, aed hi, prseter Bahrdtium, qui uno niuaere eccle- 
aiastico destitutus est, nou erant theologi. Sed laici, et 
tbeologi potiuB rem Chriatianam adveraua eorum crimi- 
nationes defenderunt. Hauseruut autem illi hominea sua 
non ex acriptis noatrorum theologoruiu, sed ex Ubria Anglo- 
rum, Tindalii, Chubbii, Woolstoni, Painii, etc., et Franco- 
Gallorum, Voltarii, Roussovii, aliorumque. Hos misere 
commiacuit Roaa veater cum theologis, qui Rationalistse 
dicunt, qui Jeaum legatum Dei utique habent, in scriptura 
sacra verbum Dei verum et sternum contineri credunt, 
Christum proGtentur mundi Servatorera et in ejus Eccleaia 



* We had inteuded giving a trauBlatJon uf this work, with o 
D ubservBtionB, and may do so now in a future publicatloti. 
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disciplinam salutis, divinitus datam, agnoscunt^ sed simul 
persuasum habent, esse rationis humansB officium, non 
solum scripturam sacram interpretari, sed etiam de sen- 
tentia librorum sacrorum judicium ferre, et quserere, quid 
in scriptura sacra ad divinam et aeternam veritatero, 
igiturqiie ad religionem veram referendum sit nee ne, quia 
scriptura non solum divina, sed etiam humana, non solum 
religionis doctrinam, sed etiam historias, non solum absolute 
vera, sed etiam hominum antiquissimorum placita et 
opiniones contineat. Neque distinxit Rosa inter conjee- 
turas^ opiniones vel opinationes theologorum, et inter 
eorum doctrinam, quam sequuntur et quam, ne dicam 
omnes, tamen multi, vel plurimi sequuntur. Opiniones et 
eonjecturas proponere apud nos licitum est, sed inde non 
sequitur, ejusmodi opiniones etiam probari et in doctrinam 
theologorum abire, ut Rosa arbitratus est. Imo ubicuuque 
ejusmodi nova opinio emergit, statim exsurgunt judices 
docti, illamque examini subjiciunt et refutant. Exemplo 
tibi sit liber, qui nuper prodiit, das Leben Jesu Kritisch 
bearbeitet von Dr. David Friedrich Strauss. Tubingae, 
II VoU. Is evertere conatus est fidem narrationum Evan- 
gelistarum de Jesu vita. Sed non solum coactus est, sese 
raunere theologico abdicare, sed etiam exsurrexerunt 
theologi omnium partium contra ilium, et docte et sub- 
tiliter hunc librum, magno acumine scriptum, refutarunt, 
ita ut, Straussino ipse in tertia libri sui editione, permulta 
antea dicta retractare permoveretur*. 

Rosa, igitur, vester omnia, quaa unquam laici homines 
adversus religionem Christianam protulerint, theologis ger- 
manicis tribuens, opiniones qualescunque et a quocunque 
prolatas arripiens, neque curans^ an theologi ejusmodi 



* This observation on Strauss is highly important. 
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aoninia, probaverint aut impugnaverint, et ait adverBissima, 
vera et falsa, sana et inepta, salubrla et vencna, meraa 
Gonjecturaa et opmionea a nemine probatas, et doctriDam 
probatam, in unara catenam, ut Magas, in fabula de Mac- 
botho, conjiciens, banc mastam fcedam Anglis siiis osten- 
dens, exclamavit : Eu ! theologiam proteatantium in Gi 
mania ! Item in oo graviter erravit Hosa, quod opinatus 
eat, ministroB verb! divini suas vel aliorum qualescunque 
opiniones theologicas populo e eatbedra Ecclesiw, et pueria 
in scholia proponere, quod ne unua, quern sciam, tbeolo- 
gorum unquam fecit*. Imo bone distinguunt opiniones et 
doctrinam salutarem, et ea docent, missis opinionibus scho- 
lasticorura, qure pereuasionem de veritate religionia Chris- 
tians alere, mores eniendare, animum coasolari et hominuni 
fidem et obsequium, Deo, Chriato, ot scripturfe sacno 
habendum, firmare possunt. Quod eic se habere, cognoBci 
potest ex innumeris sermooibus aacris, publics editis. 

Inepte igitur dixit Hoaa veater: "nostros theologoa 
veram protestantiam naturam et prierogativam in eo ponere, 
quod Ecclesia nostra potestatem habest, sua decreta et dog- 
mata semper mutandi,'"'' quam inauditam propositionem 
dicto SchroeckMi nostri, (in ejus historia eraendationis sacro- 
rum) male intellecto hauaait, qunm ille tantum hoc dixerit, 
tbeologis noatria licere, placita theologica, a majorihus 
accepta, examini aubjicerej eaque, ubi errorea in iia cognove- 
rint, emendare. Id ipsum est quod fecorunt Lnthenis, 
Calvinus, etc., qnodque ipsi libri aymbolici Eccleaise nostriB 

* From raj otvh knowledge of the Grerman divines, I must agree 
with the learned writer here. In their public mimstry they adhere 
Btrictly to the '' Dogmatifc,'' but whether tliere be not an esottrie 
and exoteric system, one (ioctrino for the people and nnother for 
the scholar, one for the pulpit and another for the closet, admlta of 
inquiry. 
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probant et pennittunt. Omnino auteui Rosa vester ignorare 
videtur quod interest inter religionem et theologiam, et 
eandem reverentiam, quss religioni unice debetur, theologiao 
quoque vindicare vult, quumtamen jamdoctores ecclesiastici 
priorum seculorum, quos Rosa magistros verse theologias 
veneratur, ut Clemens Romanus, Clemens Alexandrinns, 
Justinus Martyr, Origenes, Irensus, theologiam sive yv&aiv 
a religione sive irlarei recte distinxerint, et fidem tantum 
ad religionis sive rrj^ iria-Tetos decreta adstrinxeriut, theo- 
logise autem sive t$9 yvdxreo}^: placita judicio doctorum per- 
misserint. Neque^ at Rosa putat, usum rationis in theolo- 
gia reprobarunt, sed potius admisserunt. Sed hsBc hactenus 
de Rosa, qusB uberius exposita habes in libello tibi misso. 

Fuit mihi etiam, et est adhuc certamen cum Romano- 
Catholicis, qui, restituta pace publica, denuo erecta sede 
pontificia et Jesuitis in vitam revocatis, Ecclesiam nostram 
coeperunt omni modo impugnare et nostros ad sua sacra 
callide pertrahere. Quibus conatibus opposui librum, non 
sine fructu a nostris et catholicis lectum: Henrich und 
AfUoniOy oder die Proselyten der rbmischen und der evan* 
gelischen Kirche. Gk)th88, 1826, edit. 4ta, 1831. Item, 
quum curia Romana in nuperrima causa Archiepiscopi 
Coloniensis odiosissima decreta contra haereticos in nos, ut 
a Christo alienos et geense devotos, denuo dirigeret et bellum 
atrocissimum nobis indiceret, ut obviam irem odio erganos 
in oatholicorum animis incenso, alium librum edidi, 
inscriptum: Der Freiherr wm SandaUy oder die ffemischte 
Ehe^ qui produit ineunte anno 1839, et nunc quarta vice 
recusus est. 

Denique inde ab anno 1833 edendis actis diurnis, res 
ecclesiasticas narrantibus (^Allgemeine Kirchenzeitung) prse- 
fui et prasum, simulque diu occupatus sum in adornanda 
nova editione operum Lutheri, Melanthonis, Calvini. Coe- 
perunt primum prodire Opera Philippi Melanthonis^ et 
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quidctn anto omnia ojua epiatolie, judicia, consilia, scripta 
publica et privata, quorum iiiaj^a pare, fere duo millia. 
sntea lucem non vidcrant, quie ex nianuBcriptis bibliothe- 
carum Germanise, Holvetiee, BorussiEe, Sueciie, Gallife 
undiquo coUegi-irscriptua est hie liber: Corpug Refarmato- 
rwm, et in specie: Philippi Melanthonis Opera (\ase super- 
Bunt omnia. Vol, 1— VI. Halia Saxonum, 1834—1839, 
4ta. maj.* Si hominea docti in Anglia hujus collectionis 
Bcriptorum Melantkonis notitiam nondum habeant, velim 
ut eoa ea de ro certiores facias paucis verbis, ephemeridibus 
publicia inferendis. Quiaquis enim hiatoriara emendationis 
aacronim accurate et docte cognoscere voluerit, ia necessaria 
fafec Melanthonis acripta, quorum magna pars nunc primum 
prodiit, inspicere debet. 

Addidi bis libris tabulam, efligiem meam non male, ut 
pnto, repraeaentantem et aliquot abhinc annia factani. 

Vale, elarisairae Stanford, mihitgue fave. 

D. Car. Gottl. BnBTscnN eider. 
Gotha, d. 4 Dec., 1 839. 

Addo prjeterea librum, in quo edidi Joaunia Calvini, 
Theodori BezEC, Henrici IV. Regis, aliorumque litcras 
Dondum editas, et rogo ut hunc libellum in mei mcmoriam 
bene vole accipiaa. 



Am disgusted to read the absurd things written 
about the Ducal Family in English newspapers. 

How absurd it is to read the inventions of the 
journalists as to His Serene Highness Prince Albert 



■ We willingly draw the attention of English div 
Ol'k, Corpus lieformntorian. 
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and our gracious Queen having been brought up 
together, and shared the same studies and pastimes, 
when the seeds of that affection were sown, &c., and 
such like stuff; whereas the Prince and Her Majesty 
saw each other for the first time in May, 1836, when 
the Duke, with the two princes, paid a visit to the 
Court of St. James. 

And again, how fulsome the flattery heaped 
upon the Prince, who is the last person to be pleased 
with anything of the kind. The list of attainments 
given by one author is only comparable to that of a 
modem boarding-school, or a "geo-theo-philo-ma- 
thico-all-and-everything academy." His universality 
throws the admirable Crichton into the shade — 
classics, classical literature, moral philosophy, mathe- 
matics, politics, political economy, history, statistics, 
ornamental accomplishments, &c., &c., &c. 

Why this learned biographer did not add a 
knowledge of chemistry, anatomy, obstetrical science, 
and a hundred other things as pertinent as statistics^ 
is best known to himself. 

January \st. Inauguration of opera house; here 
Drouet conducted. Opera, Robert le Diable; orches- 
tra capital; singing very good; scenery, decorations, 
costumes, &c., superb. The Duke spends about 
eighty thousand dollars yearly (twelve -thousand 
pounds) to keep up the opera, in addition to re- 
ceipts of the house. 
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Grand masqued ball at opera. Their Serene 
Highnesses Duke and Duchess, Princes Albert 
and Ernest, Prince of LeiQingen, Prince of Wurtem- 
burg, Lord Torrington, Colonel Grey. There was a 
beautiful tableau performed of Ernest the Pious and 
his Consort, his seven sons with their wives. 

Jammry 2Aih. Invited to ceremony of installa- 
tion of His Serene Highness the Prince as Knight 
of the Garter; to which succeeded a grand banquet 
of one hundred and sixty persons. Ball in the 
evening; in fact, during the whole month there has 
been a series of balls and festivities. 

Jmmavy 30/A. His Serene Highness Prince 
Albert took his leave of Gotha, accompanied by the 
Duke and Hereditary Prince— not a few tears shed 
— the |ioor Duchess Dowager was inconsolable. 
Before the Prince left, he made distribution of bis 
property, about three thousand pounds per annum, 
in pensions to his former tutors, masters, and ser- 
vants, and amongst the poor of the duchy. 

February 20(/i. Invited to a soiree at Her 
Serene Highness tlie reigning Duchess*. Her Serene 
Highness inspected my album; and, encouraged by 
Her Highness'a favourable opinion, sent it off the 
following day for Buckingham Palace. Began to 
make preparations for breaking up camp. Called to 
take leave of my worthy friends. 

Was invited to a. farewell supper by that dear old 
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man Frederick Jacobs. All the savans were present. 
Found on mj plate at the supper-table. 

Sit gentle stranger here, 
i; And partake of this my modest meal. 

,!AlthoQgh nearly ninety years of age, his faculties 
as perfect as his disposition is amiable. Must 
Ive the following anecdote, so characteristic of the 
wit and ingenuity of this delightful man: — 
Duke Augustus of Saxe Gotha was extremely 
id of practising innocent deceptions upon the 
led men about his court. One morning the 
:e sent for Professor Jacobs, and informed him 
he had had a most curious dream; that he 
ded himself in Italy, in the neighbourhood of an 
lent temple of Mythras, and that his attention 
wholly fixed by an inscription on a lamp, which 
made such an impression on his mind, that when 
awoke, he had written down the characters, 
were MITASnATHONAVHOTMENOS, on 
side of the lamp, and UTBIMAN on the other. 
Duke requested Professor Jacobs to give them 
interpretation. The Professor, entering into the 
of the joke, declared that he must give it 
Sous reflection. The following day he waited 
m the Duke, and in the most serious manner 
id that these characters contained a very 
'^ortimt discovery, concerning the mysteries of 
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the ancient worship of Mythras^ that the characters 
must be read MIGRAS nAOflN ATEI MENOS, 
and declared that this inscription completely ex- 
plained away the difficulties of some passages which 
the Professor cited from his Anthclogia Crraeca, but 
which we need not tell the reader were the ready 
inventions of the Professor*s fertile imagination. 

KatKLkia, yjrv)(7j9 kuku nrrffiaTa rrfs ireptepyov a/ceir- 
TOfiivTjy 0loTOV ireaaa kei KaOapov'^. 

^Ev 'ydiJL(D dyvo9 ^(ov AlfjuXios^ & fiiya Oavfia^ 'xpvaovv 
\v)(yov €')(eif fiapTVpa cr(0(l>pocrvvrj9'\'^ 

which so completely mystified the good Duke, that 
he at length really believed that he had received a 
supernatural revelation. 



♦ "I CfiBcilia, reflecting on the great evils of this curious life, 
preserve my existence ever pure." 

t "Emilius, chaste to the nuptial couch^ great marvel! 
possesses this golden lamp, witness of his purity." 



CHARACTERISTIC MEMOIRS 



or THB 

DUCAL FAMILIES OF SAXE COBURG GOTH A. 

FROM THB 

TIMES OF ERNEST THE PIOUS, DOWN TO THE 

PRESENT PERIOD. 



** Fallitnr egregie (fnisquis sub Principe credit servitium. Nusquam 
libertas gratior exstat quam sub Rege Pio.' 



ft 



CHARACTERISTIC MEMOIRS. 



Family alliance with the Sovereigns of Europe 
haa rendered the ducal house of Saxe Coburg Gotha 
as remarkable in the page of modern history, as that 
of the " HohenstaulFen" in former times. 

The high influence which its different members 
naturally possess in the European cabinets, alone 
excites a laudable curiosity concerning their senti- 
ments and opinions, and many will not think it an 
idle speculation to trace out the causes which have 
led to the present brilliant position of this distin- 
guished family. It is with this view that we have 
confined ourselves to biographical notices, well 
knowing that the affitirs of a small duchy could have 
no interest in the eyes of the general reader, except 
as connected with, and illustrating, the character of 
its sovereign. 

The unreflecting are always ready to attribute to 
" good fortune,'' what is in reality the certain conse- 
quence of judicious conduct. This is singularly 
instanced in the present case. "What a lucky 
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family thiit Saxe Coburg family is!" "' How extra- 
ordinary, for a little principality like that to become 
so powerful!" are the exclamations of those who 
conceive all things to be rfgulated by a shake of 
the lucky bag. 

Our memoirs will, however, correct these erro- 
neous impressions, aud prove, that, so fer from the 
greatness of the illustrious house of Saxe Coburg 
Gotha being of mushroom growth, it has been for 
centuries distinguished for enlightened and accom- 
l)lished j)rinces, and that the courts of France and 
Prussia, a centuiy ago, were eager to form alliances 
with its members, whose attachment to the Protestant 
religion, however, prevented tlieir accepting the 
most brilliant offers. 

Our memoirs commence with Ernest the First, 
surnamed tlie Pious*, for this prince may be looked 



* The curioua focf, not ever before remarked, to my knowledge, 
that our gracious Sovereign ia on both sides descended in direct line 
irom Ernest the PiouB, adds considerable interest to the Duke's life. 
To render the degree of consanguinity intelligible, we may explain 
it thus : Our gi-acious Sovereign's paternal grandfether, George III., 
was son of Emeat the Pious' great-gi'and-daughter. Princess Augusta 
of Saxe Gotha, through the male line ; thus, the Q,ueen ia aisUi in 
descent from Emeat the Pious on pat«mal side. 

Again, the miiteriiol gi'andfather of Her Majesty, Duke Francis of 
Coburg, was son of Emeat the Pious' great-grandson, Emest Fre- 
derick, also by descent- male ; consequently, sixth in descent on ma- 
temnl side ; also, 

His Royul Highness Prince Albert is related exactly in the same 
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upon as the founder of the ducal houses of Gotha^ 
Coburg^ Mdningen^ and Hildburghausen, or, rather, 
founder of the modern houses, since their existence 
dates from the very earliest ages, as fiefs and depen- 
dencies of the Margraves of Meissen, the Land- 
graves of Thuringia or Electors of Saxonj, on whom 
they were bestowed, for various service, by the 
Emperors of Grermany. 

The ancestors of His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert, (sixth in descent from Ernest the Pious on 
both sides,) descend from this prince*, and it is by 
this singular circumstance that the duchies of Gotha 
and Coburg, after a separation of nearly two cen- 
turies, are now again united ujider one sovereign. 

That the life and government of this prince. 



degree to Ernest the Pious on paternal side, and again more inti- 
mately on maternal side. His Royal Highness' maternal grand&ther 
being fourth in descent from Ernest the Pious. 

ERNEST THE PIOUS. 

( ^ 

Frederick 1. of Gotha. John Ernest of Cobarr. 

I I 

Frederick II. Francis Josias. 

Princess Augusta, married to Ernest Frederick. 

Prince of Wales, son of George II. 

I 

George III. Francis. 

I I 

Duke of Kent. Victoria, Duchess of Kent. 

I I 

The Queen. The Queen. 

♦ Reference to our Genealogical Table, which may be relied upon 
for its accuracy, traces the fJEunily descent from Lewis cum barba, 

E 
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independent of his being the ancestor of our Gra- 
cious Sovereign, as well as Hia Royal Highness 
Prince Albert, are worthy of record, must be suffi- 
ciently proved by the numerous biographies (thirty) 
■which have been written in different languages. 
Indeed, his life, from the cradle to the last hour of 
his existence, is instructive and amusing in a far 
higher degree than is common to the Uvea of 
princes. The ninth son of John, Duke of Saxony, 
Landgrave of Thuringia, Margrave Misnia, &c,, by 
Dorothea Maria, Princess of Anhault, Duke Ernest 
was bom at Altenburg on the 25th of December, 
1 601 ; four years after his birth he had the misfor- 
tune to lose the Duke his father, and was left to 
the care of the Ducheas Maria, Princess of Anhalt 
(his mother). " He was of a weakly constitution of 
body, but blessed with a princely stature, with all 
the attractive sweetness of a lovely countenance. 
He exhibited in the most tender years of infancy 
early instances of an inquisitive, penetrating genius, 
pajring cheerful obedience to those who had the 
honour to instruct Hie Highness." 

" When it was judged a proper time to give him 
tutors and masters in arts and sciences, they chose 
a person, not Jrom anionq the courtiers, but a pious 
and learned man, Bartholomeus Winter, who, on 
his first entrance on teaching liis illustrious pupil, 



d 
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made it his chief care to acquaint him with the 
great design of living, and that the great Creator 
sent him into this world to be a bright pattern of 
piety and Christian behaviour, to a degeneraie age^ 
and declining church-^tate among Protestants, and 
more especially to be an example of modesty and 
purity of manners to his own subjects, &c.* " 

This method of teaching being approved and 
seconded by the pious Duchess his mother, made 
such an impression on the mind of Prince Ernest, 
that he began very early to embrace the interest 
and practice of piety, and to look upon the trifling 
amusements, called the diversion of the ^'beau 
monde," to be rather the share of those, that spent 
the chief part of their time in labour and close 
application to the business of life. 

Much about this time, His Highness had the 
misfortune to be wounded by an arrow in one of his 
eyes, which retarded very much his progress in 
Latin and other studies, which he then greatly 
regretted ; but, when he enjoyed better health and 
maturer years, he retrieved this loss by great 
industry and application, so that he left no books or 
monuments of antiquity, relating to the rights and 



♦ The portions between the inverted commas are, with slight 
variations, from Biography of Ernest the Pious, by John Phillips. 
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prerogatives of princes, the laws and customs of 
Germany, and histories of other nations of Europe^ 
unperused. His Highness was a very great prcH 
ticient iu those branches of mathematics relating t*' 
architecture and fortification, and what is most 
necessary to be known in the common uses of lift^ 
and excelled in horsemanship, as in all other nob^ 
and princely exercises. 

His Highness, though possessed of great militai] 
genius, detested war, and was always inclined 
cultivate the arts of peace, and ever unwilling t^ 
expose his subjects and the public welfare to th^ 
uncertain event of war ; yet finding the work d 
reformation so happily begun, carried on, and esta 
blished by three electors, his ancestors, to be is 
imminent danger by the overgrown power of th^ 
Austrian family, he felt forced to take up arms, and 
distinguished himself by bis military skill and p^s 
sonal bravery on many occasions, at the sieges bjf 
Koenigsberg, Sweiufurt, and Fiesse in the Tyro^ 
where he engaged Tilly, and put the Imperialists to 
the rout; but especially at the battle of Lutzen,^ 
where, with his brother, the celebrated Duke Bern* 
hard, surnamed " the Great," be fought under Gufrf 
tavus Adolphus, King of Sweden. 

In 1636 the Duke married Elizabeth Sophia^ 
daughter of John Philip, Duke of Altenburg. W^ 
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ueerl say little more to show their domestic hap|)i- 
ness, than that by this princess he was blessed with 
eighteen children, seven of whom survived their 
august parent. 

His Highness Duke Eniestus, considering that 
the safety and happiness of nations depended very 
mnch on the education of princes, took great pains 
to form the minds of his children from their most 
tender age to virtue and purity. The young princes 
were subjected to a monthly examination, and to 
give a strict account of what progress they made in 
their studies, and that before the Duke their father. 

All their servants were ordered to acquaint His 
Highness with the least slips they observed in the 
behaviour of his sons, which, if they neglected to do, 
they were severely reprimanded for such conni- 
vance, and were in danger of losing their places. 
His Highness being well persuaded that the slavish 
connivance of domestics was as instrumental in cor- 
rupting the manners of young princes and noblemen, 
as the most profligate examples. 

His Highness was very careful to impress the 
minds of his sons in favour of more useful and sub- 
stantial diversions, than those amusements, which 
commonly are not only the pastimes, but the chief 
employment of young people bom of illustrious 
families, and therefore commanded his sons, for their 
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pleasure, to attend the Courts of Justice, hear plead- 
ings, and give tlieir attention to the most useful 
learning and knowledge of right and wrong. 

When the young princes came to years of 
maturity, and sound judgment, they had civil em- 
ployments committed to their care. Some were 
employed in the chancery, some in the revenues, or 
other branches of the administration, when having 
thus far improved their minds with all kinds of 
usefiil knowledge, and being fully satisfied that his 
sons were proof against temptations, he had no cause 
to be afraid of sending tliera to visit the courts of 
France, Italy, Sweden, &c, 

Ernest was a radical extirpator of abuse in 
Church and University as we see, for he judged that 
it was impossible to make them a happy and 6ou- 
rishing people, unless he did first cause them to be 
instructed in the principles of sobriety towards 
themselves. 

To this end he set about the good work of 
refonning the manners of the schools and universities, 
which are designed by the wisdom of the civil 
magistrate to be nurseries not of the oris and sci- 
ences only, properly so called, but of the great and 
necessary art of living well, by admitting none into 
these sacred societies but men of uneompromised 
morals, and unblemished character, that Christian 
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people might not only entertain great hoi>e8 of their 
future exemplary behaviour, but likewise confide in 
their pious and prudent conduct as faithtiil ministers 
and labourers by preaching daily, not in the pulpit 
only, but Id a more powerful method, that is, by 
tlieir disagreement from the love of filthy lucre, 
thereby convincing the rest of mankind that their 
reward and their kingdom is not of this world ; for 
the common people think themselves very religions, 
if they don't surpass their spiritual guides in all the 
irregularities and excess of living. The people 
imitate the priest, and he will practise all his life 
the morals imbibed in the schools, which, if unhap- 
pily they become the receptacles of vice, and vanity, 
and useless ceremony, call aloud for the assistance 
of the civil power, and for the reformation of those 



His Highness assisted in person at ' examination 
of candidates for the ministry, which had that visible 
effect, that no ignorant irregular livers did dare 
pretend to be of that order. Simony, non-residence, 
pluralities of livings, spiritual spouses, M'hich seem 
to be an imitation of the Eastern customs of many 
wives, were utterly abolished. 

Twas a standing order, that, in filling up vacan- 
cies in schools and churches, the oldest man, if of 
unblemished character, should always have the 
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preference. And this resolution was most religi- 
ously observed by His Highness, as may appear by 
this remarkable instance. "A well endowed parish 
had become vacant ; a learned candidate of exem- 
plary conduct presented liimself before the Consis- 
tory, which had the disposal of ecclesiastical pre- 
ferments ; he produced his testimonials, pleaded hia 
right of seniority, and that he had scarcely left 
wherewith to subsist any longer, having spent his 
small patrimony in the necessary expenses attending 
a studious life. 

*' Some of the judges on the bench made answer, 
that they were no strangers to his character, and did 
pity his present circumstances, but that it was not 
in their power to do him any service in this affair, 
for the living was disposed of already in favour of 
the burgomaster's cousin. As the poor man replied 
that it was notorious he was his senior by many 
years as a candidate for the ministry, and humbly 
hoped he was not inferior to the burgomaster's 
cousin in any degree of useful knowledge, he was 
told once more that they could not serve him, and 
'twas talking to no purpose. 

" Upon this the honest man withdrew with a 
heavy heart and tears in his eyes; but accidentally 
meeting the Duke coming into the Consistory to 
see how justice was respected by ecclesiastical 
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judges, he was asked what business he had in that 
court? He made answer to His Highness that he 
had been petitioning for a living lately become 
vacant by the death of the incumbent, and related 
all that had past, and how they had repelled his 
petition, and had disposed of the cure in favour of a 
youth, lately come from the university. The Duke 
went into court, asked about the vacant living, and 
why it was not given to such a person, and desired 
to know the objections they had against him? They 
answered they had nothing to say against the man 
or his manners, but that the burgomaster had de- 
manded it for his young cousin. The Duke replied, 
"And I demand this living for this honest man, 
whom, for his virtue, / call my cousin^ seeing that 
you have nothing to allege against his good be- 
haviour." 

" He ordered Latin hymns to be banished from 
Christian assemblies, and Latin sentences in German 
sermons. The clergy were ordered to bring no 
fabulous learning into the pulpit, nor parade their 
great reading of profane authors, but content them- 
selves with a Scriptural style and the symplicity of 
the Gospel, to abstain from preaching controversies, 
which seldom convince gainsayers, but exasperate 
them more against the truth." 

" They were ordered to preach the morality of 
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the ^08i)el, repentance from dead works, and faith in 
Christ, expressing itself in works of sobriety, and a 
modest behaviour worthy of the human and divine 
uature, in works of meekness and charity towards 
our fellow-creatures, and in fervent love and awfiil 
respect towards our God and Maker." 

" These, in his judgment, were the essentials of 
practical religion, that will make us useful members 
of society on earth, and happy denizens in the king^- 
dom of Heaven. Maxims supposed and never 
proved, vain distinctions without foundation or dif- 
ference have always produced doubtful disputations, 
the causes of feuds and animosities among Chris- 
tians of the same denomination." 

"For education it was ordered, under severe 
penalties, that all people should send their children 
to school as soon as they were five years old, to he 
instructed in "writing, reading, arithmetic, singing, 
catechism, &c. The very poor men's children were 
taught and furnished with books at the expense of 
the Duke, and if he espied in any of these young 
imrseries an early distinguishing genius, he ordered 
him to be forwarded in his studies in a more parti- 
cular manner, as capable of higher employments, and 
allowed a certain salary for his maintenace. For 
the greater ease of learners and tutors His Highness 
ordered a select number of learned men, eminently 
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versed in their respective professions, to prepare 
compendious systems, in a more distinct and easy 
method than heretofore extant, for every art and 
science, as Grammars, Logic, and particularly Uni- 
versal History, which gave rise to Beclerus' Course of 
Universal Histori/, still highly esteemed. Slruvius 
records the Duke's having the Roman laws trans- 
lated into the vulgar tongue, for German readers.'' 

"This great prince did not confine his pious 
intentions to his own country, nor to the limits of 
the German Empire, nor even to the more extensive 
bounds of Europe, but sent envoys, vested with 
proper authority, to Russia, &cc^ recommending to 
the various potentates the necessity of reforming 
the lives of Christians, and of converting them, not 
to this or that form of vTorskip, ceremonies, and church 
government, which, without any diminution of Chris- 
tianity, may be as different a,nd distinct from one 
another as the places are, or the garbs of the respec- 
tive inhabitants, but to the true practice of piety 
which is, and will be, the same in all times and 
places*." 

"Through Ernest's intercession, the Czar gave 



* We rather doubt thia account of Mr. J. Phillips'. EmuHt the 
Pious, thou{j;h far from a bigot, w»a too mucli attached to the Pru- 
tesUnt faith to be indiflFtreiit to Form of Worship, Ceremonies, St-, 
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permission for Protestant churches to be built in his 
dominions. The Duke also sent missionaries to 
Egypt, with couiraands to penetrate into Abyssinia, 
famous for early reception of Christianity and for 
having preserved the simplicity of the gospel, with- 
out ever subjecting themselves to the Bishop of 
Rome. (Ernest's reason for thus inquiring.)" 

By means of the famous Gregory,zn Abyssinian, 
and Job Ludolf, a profound linguist, he corresponded 
with all the countries in tlie East. The letters of 
the Patriarch of Alexandria to Ernest, which are 
preserved in the Ducal Library, are highly curious. 
They commence: To the ExceUent, to the Kingly, to 
tite Prnisewfyrthy, to the Victorious and Estimable 
Sultan Erjiest, Sultan of Saxony and Goveifior of 
Tkuringia, who dwells in t/te Palace of Friedensteiii, 
whose flags wave over aU the others of the world; who 
is King, beloved^ a well-beloved son, the prop of many 
Christian nations, and pride of the baptized world, 
&c., &c. 

Though perhaps inapplicable to modern tiraes, 
the soundness of Ernest's views are remarkable. 
" Feeling," says the Prince, " that national knowledge 
without strict discipline is seldom reduced to prac- 
tice, and aware a corrupt age would not willingly 
submit to discipline, he well knew, that he should 
expose his good purposes to the taunts and lashes 
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of backbiting tongues; but be saw in almost etetj 
page of boly writ tbe duty inculcated of recovering 
our brethren from tbe errors of their ways, esj>ecially 
from corrupt practices, which are the most dangerous 
to ciyil Bociety, and that it was the duty of priuoes 
to censure the irregular and vicious beliaviour of 
their subjects, without any respect of persons."' 

" Conscious of his own innocence, he reprimanded 
no vice in others but what he had first impartially 
corrected in himself, and meniled in those who were 
nearest his serene person, and had the honour of 
being entertained at his court. To this end, in imi- 
tation of the Roman cent-ors, he appointed, in every 
town and village, persons of unspotted reputation 
and sound knowledge, obliged by oath to ius|K.'ct 
the lives and behaviour of the inhabitant.s and 
their diligence in their respective callings, that it 
might appear how every one subsisted himself and 
family, that there might be no lazy and idle bands. 
But these censors were enjoined not to molest the 
inhabitants for small miscarriages and human frail- 
ties. If they were sorry for them 'twas sufficient to 
reprove them laildly, with suitable admonitious." 

"That these censors might be encouraged in 
their duty, notwithstanding the clamours of detrac- 
tion, they enjoyed, as marks of favour, sundry immu- 
nities by exemption from taxes, and were entitled, 
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as rewards of their virtue, &c., to places of profit and 
civil employments before otLers." 

"In 1646 he constituted judges to receive 
information against all kinds of immorality audscau' 
dalous living, not from the before-mentioned censors 
only, but from any of the inhabitants, against 
sorcery, drunkenness, usury, and all other immorali- 
ties against the Ten Commandments, with all power 
to punish by fine and imprisonment, not to exceed 
two florins or four days. No rude or ignorant 
people were admitted to be godfathers or mothers, to 
be free of a corporation, to set up in any trade, or to 
enter into the state of matrimony, until better 
instructed in Christian doctrines." 

" The ecclesiastical constitutions of Ernest are 
80 full of rules of prudence and piety, for reforming 
the immoralities of priests and people, that they seem 
to surpass greatly all acts of councils, synods, or any 
other ecclesiastical canons." 

" He carried his views still further. In favour of 
the Protestant religion, he considered with sorrow 
how it was already divided and subdivided into 
parties and factions, whereby it became every day 
vreaker, lost ground, and strengthened the hands of 
its enemies, united under one pontiff, the immortal 
hater of the Reformation, and of the reformed of all 
denominatiunti. ' 
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"His Highuess had often <roii9ideretl the jiro- 
posal of Nicholas Hunnius, Superintendent of Lubec, 
for firmly uniting all the members of the Reforma- 
tion into one band. A species of standing college 
or diet, to manage the aflaiis of religion, not for 
supporting private opinions, and fomenting dissen- 
sions, but to study and endeavour to reconcile 
contending parties, to prevent feuds and animosities, 
to promote piety, which would strengthen the hands 
of all Protestants in a perpetual alliance with regard 
to external worship, notwithstanding their different 
interests in civil affairs." 

"He resolved to endeavour to persuade other 
Protestant princes to favour a plan so beneficial in 
its consequences, and reflecting honour and advan- 
tage on the Reformation. He commissioned his 
own son Prince Albert, to carry tliis honourable 
embassy to the several courts of Europe." The 
account of this interesting journey to the courts of 
Europe, and the correspondence which ensued, 
chiefly Latin, is to be seen in Gotha Library. We 
liave selected as a specimen a letter of Charles X. 

"Charles, King of Sweden, of the Goths and 

Vandals, &c., to the Most Serene Prince, 

Lord Ernest, Duke of Gotha, &c., sendeth 

greeting. 

"Moat Serene, most mighty Prince and dear 

Cousin, we have received yours of the 29th April 
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last, by the hands of Prince Albert, your son, and 
our most loving cousin, who acquainted us with the 
reason, moving him to honour our court with his 
presence, for which we are obliged to both your 
Highnessef, and wish we might have enjoyed the 
presence and agreeable conversation of so wise a 
Prince for a longer time, whose princely virtuea we 
so much love and esteem. But seeing it agreeable 
to your Highness's direction and the Prince's incli- 
nation that he should depart, we left him to his liberty, 
yet could not forbear accompanying his Highness with 
our letters, signifying that we liave recommended 
that affair, offered by your Highness as leading so 
much to the service and advantage of our evangelical 
churches, to be examined by certain commissioners 
to discuss the matter, both in private and public 
conferences before us; and we are in great hopes, 
that, upon his Highness' happy return home, they 
will make a faithful report of their transaction in 
relation to tliis affair, and communicate it to your 
Highness. We were highly pleased that your High- 
ness had undertaken the care of so glorious an 
institution, and committed the management of it to 
80 wise a Prince, thereby continuing your study for 
the good and safety of God's Church, and, as it 
were, making it hereditary, 

" And, as we well remember, that our great 
uncle of glorious memory and jiredecessor in the 
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kingdom. King Gtistavus Adolpfius, had formed the 
same plan, aesisted by your Highness" and other 
, princes', hia relations, grave and wise counsel, but 
' in a more efficacious manner, that is, by defending 
cur religion and liberties with the sword, in which 
contest he lost his life; and we know likewise your 
great and indefatigable pains afterwards in the 
defence of our churches, in promoting and accom- 
plishing the general peace, and, to your immortal 
praise, we see your care increase more and more in 
proportion to the malice of the enemy, who endea- 
vours to corrupt truth by sowing his tares in the 
hearts of the unwary. So we freely confess, that, 
I having often considered your proposal, we do not 
L only approve it as wholesome and serviceable, but 
( as that, without which the state of our churches and 
worship will be always tottering, and that this will 
be a sovereign remedy to obviate impending dan- 
gers. Wherefore, we assure your Highness, that 
nothing shall be wanting that is in our power, to 
forward and accomplish a design so useful and 
entirely pious, 

" But whereas in our late conferences some 
I things have been offered relating both to ecclesias- 
tical and civil policy, not unworthy of our attention, 
I, Whether this assembly may not be properly 
I called a • T^teological College,' or, according to Hun- 
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nius, a Standing Council, or a Synod, both within 
and without the empire, vested with Bjnodical 
authority. II. Upon what foot or foundation this 
assembly is to be settled, consistent with the pacifi- 
cation of Passaii, the subsequent religious pacifica- 
tions, or witli tlie fiftli and eighth articles of the 
Peace of Westphalia. Reflection is necessary 
lest we give any handle to the adversary to find 
fault with the intended plan. As for the rest, 
we offer your Highness all offices of love and friend- 
ship, and commend you to the protection of the 
Almighty, who can prosper and prolong the lives of 
princes. 

"Stockholm, December \2ih, 1670." 

Ernest the Pious in his Civil Administration. 

" His first maxim of Government was, to admit 
none to enjoy places of honour, trust, or profit, but 
whom, upon strict inquiry, he knew to be good men, 
fearing God and hating covetousness, and proper 
for their employment, which, if he could not find 
in his own dominions, he chose foreignei-s, the fame 
of whose distinguishing virtues entitled them to his 
Highnese's favour and to the best employments in 
his court. Men of this turn of mind were his con- 
fident counsellors, secretaries, ministers of state, and 
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governors of jirovincea, who assisted one another in 
choosing their subalterns anti inferior officers, who 
would be contented with their wages, and abhorred 
oppression and taking of fees." 

" It was not the least of thia Prince's excellences, 
that sophisters, buffoons, slanderers, were his aversion. 
Though he put great confidence in his ministers, he 
never permitted them to open any letter addressed 
to himself, that he might first peruse them, and see 
the contents of each before they were offered to 
their deliberation. His ministers were persons of 
great candour and knowledge. Cftancellor Franskius, 
who, by his learned writings, deserved well of the 
German nation; William Schroeder, another famous 
chancellor, who displayed great abilities as envoy 
for the Dukes of Saxony, at the Convention of 

i Frankfort, in 1639; Zudwiq Sekendorf, and the 
learned John Thorn, whose wiitings are valued highly 
by the curious on the civil law." 
"He enacted very useful vestiary laws, recom- 
mending a decent modesty in apparel, grounded 
upon reason and interest; for nothing can be more 
imprudent and impolitic than to part unnecessarily 
with our money, and send it to other countries for 
new-fashioned cloths which may be made at home, 
to answer all intentions, and a great deal cheaper. 
Clreat men cannot be esteemed so weak as to think 
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to improve their nobility or intellectuals by foreign 
modes, when already blessed with many more solid 
distinguishing advantages received from their ances- 
tors as marks of extraordinary virtue." 

Like the Caliph of Bagdad, Ernest the Pious 
was aecuatomed to go about frequently in disguise, 
to converse with the inferior order of men, to inform 
himself how justice was administered in the lower 
courts; and he took care to have their grievances 
redressed with the greatest expedition possible, for 
he thought a tedious judicial sentence as injurious, as 
an unrighteous sentence. 

" He was for the summary way, and demurs in 
law were his Highness's aversion ; and he was so 
religiously assiduous in furthering the speedy exe- 
cution of justice, that if, in going from court to 
dine, he met any citizen who offered him a petition 
that required despatch, he returned to court again, 
and ordered the judges to consider the prayer of 
that petition without loss of time." 

" His court was a sanctuary and refuge for all 
the lovely train of Christian virtues, banished most 
commonly from the courts of Princes, and from the 
houses of the great men of the earth." 

" When the Duke first came to the Govern- 
ment, he made this standing and general order, that 
none should be admitted to be of the number of hia 
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pages, that was not sober and well versed in the 
principles of religion, as well as in arithmetic, 
geometry, architecture, fortification, which are the 
gates to all other branches of political knowledge. 
Those who were so happy as to be admitted into 
this honourable station, were immediately examined 
upon interrogatories, and, among other questions^ 
asked if they chose a sedentary and studious life, to 
qualify them for the Cabinet, and to be men of 
business, or a more active way of living, as requisite 
for such as will live in camps and armies. And 
when apprised of their inclinations, which he never 
forced, he observed diligently if their behaviour did 
correspond and tally with their first resolution and 
promises, for they were immediately put under the 
care of proper masters, to instruct them in such 
exercises as were subservient to their respective 
purposes. They were provided at the Prince's 
expense with books and other necessary implements 
of education for fitting them for that profession 
they had chosen." 

"Their progress in their several branches of 
learning was examined by the Prince himself; for 
out of this noble nursery ministers of state, generals 
of armies, envoys to foreign courts, and other oflficers 
for high employments, both of trust and profit, were 
to be chosen, who, if they are not soberly educated. 
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are eo many liarbingers of debauchery and ruin to 
their country." 

"The great men, who distinguished themselves 
eminently in the Duke's service, were chosen for 
their own personal merit, and not for that of their 
ancestors, whose fame and coat of anus do but 
reflect contempt upon their ignorant degenerated 
descendants; indeed, this latter race were invariably 
rejected when candidates for any post of import- 
ance. 

" His court was not so numerous as well chosen. 
Every man had his province to take care of; unne- 
cessary emjdoyments were suppressed, all were well 
employed, and no place for idle unnecessary persons, 
who fill courts with sounds and shows, paying no 
contingent to its support, but draining a great part 
of the revenues of princes. Tills wise management 
kept his coffers full; all his officers were reguJarly 
paid every (juarter; the Government never i?idebled, 
and no new taxes, during his long reign, laid upon 
the inhabitants, notwithstanding the long and bloody 
wars. 

" Though William Schroeder, in his book entitled 
The Majiagement of Publick Monm/, calls Duke 
Ernest the experienced master of princes in the 
great science of economy and good management, 
yet he vied in liberality and muuiticence with 
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of the geiierous princes of modem or ancient 
times*." 

**'Tis certain that the wisdom of the ancients 
invented the stage^ not so much to stir up mirth 
and laughter by way of amusement and pastime, as 
to reform the age by exposing immoralities of all 
kinds in its various shapes of hideous deformities. 
To attain this end, the Prince proposed for the sub- 
ject of a play. The State of a Debauched Court.*' 
The actors were, 

1. Secuhim^ a king, to whose protection 

2. Ecdesiay a virgin, was recommended. 
The king's ministers were, 

3. Tyramms^ an unmerciful general of his troops. 

4. Avarus^ his receiver. 

5. HjfpocritMSj a court preacher. 

6. HcereticuSy a dean of the royal chapel. 

7. VolupiuosuSf a courtier, by whose vile be- 
haviour and false delays the virgin Ecdesia^ with 
her three companions, Hope, Faith, and Charity, 
were abandoned by the king and his ministers, but 



* Oliver CFomweU used to rank Ernest the Pious of Grotha as 
one of the three wisest princes of Europe, as the old historian says, 
^Unicum tamen Oliyieri Cromwelli, not! regnorum Anglicorum 
Frotectoris, tanquam exteri nihilque adeo affectibus dantis judicium 
non possum pretermittere guo Emestum nostrum inter tres sui tern- 
ports principes Ewropas prudentes mmerare solUus estP 
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more graciously addressed by a prince, clothed witli 
rays of excellent glory, who advanced them to 
thrones, suited to dignity despised, and agreeable to 
oppressed innocence. 

"When his family increased very fast, and he 
found himself straitened for want of room, he formed 
a design to erect a larger building, by the name of 
Schloss Friedenstein, or the "Palace of Peace," which 
noble structure, by good economy, he finished with 
applause, without exacting any aid from his loving 
subjects. The chapel was finished in 1646, when 
he returned thanks solemnly to the Almighty, who 
had given him the joy and pleasure to see the work 
in 80 great forwardness." 

"This excellent Prince was not satisfied with 
having given in his life-time instructions and ex- 
amples of virtue. When he felt his strength decay, 
attended with all the infirmities of old age, not 
entirely relying on the force of his preceding lessons 
for a religious life, and knowing that the last words 
of dying persons make great impressions,, he made 
his last will and testament August Slst, 1672, not 
only containing a wise distribution of bis estates 
between his children, but most pious exhortations 
to them to worship and fear the Supreme Being; 
always to profess, defend, and promote the truth of 
the Gospel; to take great care of the education of 
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youth ; to inspect and regulate universities ; to rule 
their subjects in the fear of God, preferring their 
safety and advantage to any pleasure or private gain; 
to marry with persons of the Protestant religion ; to 
encourage men of learning, and to inspect them- 
selves the distribution of justice ; recommending to 
them the perusal of the Records of Gotha, Weimar, 
Coburg, and other authentic and useful documents 
for their future administration in their respective 
principalities; concluding by charging them never 
to live above their revenues by entertaining too 
many servants, or keeping too splendid equipages : 
to live soberly, and abstain from all games of 
hazard.** 

" He died 26th of May, 1675, in the presence 
of his Duchess, his children, and principal officers of 
the court, the example of true piety, the bulwark of 
the Reformation, and the brightest ornament of the 
German empire, uttering these words: For tiiine 
is the kingdom^ the power ^ and glory ^ for ever and ever. 
Amenr 

We conclude this sketch of Duke Ernest's life 
with the well merited eulogium of Boeder, who, in 
his Mus(BUs^ says, " I should ever have imagined that 
the Cyrus of Xenophon had been an ideal portrait, 
tracing out the qualities that a prince should possess, 
and that the panegyric of Pliny was more of orato- 
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rical flourish than matter of reality, bad I not seen 
in the person of Prince Ernest all the virtues repre- 
sented by these two excellent writers." 

On the death of Ernest the Pious, his seven sons 
(in accordance with the testamentary wishes of tbeir 
parent) reigned together until 1680, when the fol- 
lowing division of territory was made, and ratified 
by the Emperor of Germany. 
To 



Frederick . . 


. Gotha. 


Albert . . . 


. Coburg. 


Bemhard . . 


. Meiningen. 


Henri/ . . . 


. Roemhild. 


Christian . . 


. Eisenberg. 


Ernest . . . 


. Hildbnrgshauseu 


John Ernest . 


. Saalfeld. 



Saalfeld, Eisenberg, and Roemhild, by extinc- 
tion of the lineal descent, fell to the share of the 
surviving brothers, and were incori>orated with 
Gotha, Coburg, Meiningen, and Hildburgshausen. 

Frederick I., eldest son of Ernest, obtained the 
duchy of Gotha as his share of bis father's dominions. 
He, with his brother, Ernest of Hildburgshausen, 
assisted in person in relieving Vienna, when besieged 
by the Turks in 1683. On the 29th of June, 1686, 
the Augustean treaty, between the House of Austria 
and the German Princes, against the King of France, 
was formed after considerable delay and difficulty. 
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Frederick of Gotha m'os included amongst the other 
Princes. The Parisians, ever witty, struck a medal, 
bearing the old dictum, Parturiunt monies^ nascetur 
indictdm mus^ alluding to the Prince of Gotha. 
Some time afterwards, however, the French sustain- 
ing reverses, and being driven out of Germany, the 
Gotha people, in revenge, struck a medal with the 
following words, appropriately illustrated: Vene* 
runt GaUiy miseri redi^re capones. Quis castravit eos? 
musddiis unus erat To prevent the further dismem- 
berment of his dominions, he established the law of 
Primogeniture, and, dying in 1691, .was succeeded 
by his eldest son, 

Frederick II., who was declared of age by the 
Emperor at eighteen. He travelled to England, 
and through France, in order to complete his edu- 
cation, and, upon his return, married Magdalena 
Augusta, of Anhalt Zerbst, by whom he had eighteen 
children. His daughter Augusta, was married to 
the Prince of Wales (Frederick Louis), and became 
the mother of our revered monarch George III. 
Duke Frederick, who was of a most mild and ami- 
able disposition, and did much for the encourage- 
ment of the arts, died in 1732, and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, 

Frederick III., the other sons entering the 
military service of Austria, Savoy, &c. This Prince 
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was a great traveller, having visited almost every 
part of Europe. Tbe seven years' vrar; however, 
prevented his enjoying a very quiet and happy 
reign. 

His Duchess, the Princess Louisa Dorothea of 
Meiningen, was a woman of the greatest talent, and 
is remarkable for her literary correspondence, and 
the brilliancy with which she surrounded the court 
of (lOtha. 

We must give a few letters (which we have had 
permission to copy from the Ducal Archives) of 
Frederick the Great and of Voltaire, both of whom 
were personal friends of the Duchess. The former 
paid several visits to Gotha during the seven years' 
war, and it was liere that Voltaire began his His- 
toire de L' Empire. 

The Duchess contributed much to facilitate 
Frederick's correspondence with England and his 
allies, and was in many of his secret counsels, which, 
we think, speaks volumes for her discretion. The 
King proposed his niece of Brunswick for the 
Duke's eldest son. Prince Emeat, which offer, how- 
ever, for some reason or other, was declined. The 
court of France was also anxious that a marriage 
should take place between the Duke of Orleans 
and one of the Princesses of Gotha, which was, 
however, rejected on the ground of religious differ- 
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ence of opinion. Frederick of Prussia was consulted 
on the occasion, and was averse to its taking place. 
We give a letter of his to the Duchess, after the 
decision had been made. 

a Berlin ce 8 d'^Avril^ 1764. 
* Madam ma Cousine. 

Jai reseu ma chore Duchesse voire lettre a men retour 
de Silessie, et j'^ai resenti en la lissant le plaisir que tout me 
fait ce qui vient de voire pari ; vous m'^envoyez en meme 
terns une letire sur laquelle vous me demandez mon senti- 
ment. Je suis asses ambarasse que dire sur le sujet ; si 
vous avez deja pris un parti Madame, c'^est a moy de me 
taire, si non, je vois ce qu'^il y a pour et centre le mariage 
dont il est question, le pour est Tlnteret d^etablir la 
princesse votre fille ; mais de Fetablir loin de vous, de la 
maryer a un home que vous ne conoiss^z point, et ou vous 
ne la reverai jamais. Le centre consiste a faire changer de 
Religion a une Princesse, petite fille d'*Erneste le Pieux, et 
d^une Maisson que les protestans ont toujours regardee 
comme une des colonnes de leur parti, sans compter Tespesse 
de mepris que s^atirent ceux qui font une pareille demarche. 
Henri IV. a dit que Paris valoit bien une Messe, je ne 
crois pas que la place de Duchesse d''Orleans vaille autant ; 
vpila Madame tout ce qu'*il y a a dire eur ce sujet, c'*est 
vous a prendre le parti que vous jugerois le plus convenable. 
je souhaite quMl soit heureux, et quelque resolution que 
vous preni^z, elle toume a votre avantage ; voila la pre- 



* These letters are aU exact copies of the originals, and the most 
interesting that have ever been published. Errors of spelling are the 
Great Frederick's. 
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micro foie de ma vie, quo j'ai ete consultc sur des ens de 
coDBGicnee, je iu'en ferai vaiiite, et j'eapcre de passer arcc le 
tenia pour grand Teologien, inais j'ai encore cne espasso 
imansse a franchir avans que d'yarriv^r; voila un Empe- 
reur que les corps EnhuffelUques et Catoliques vienent dc 
fairo a francfort ; on a fait jurer un capitulation au nouvean 
Roy dea Itomaiue, qu'il violera a la premiere ocaaion, et 
]"on crira alors, on parlera de la buHe D"or, et la Cour de 
Viene e'en tnoquera, tout cela fait piti^ ot me met quelque- 
foia en colere eontro le flegnie Germanique ; raaia je m'egare 
encore a vous faire dea contes borgnea ma cliere Ducliease, 
au lieu de vous parler de ce, qui m'interesse le plna, qui est 
do vous assurer de rEstimo et de la consideration avec 
.quelle je suis 

Madam ma Cousaine, 

Voire fidele Cousin et Servitour, 
* Fedbric. 



Madame nia Cousiuc. le 26 (T^mV, 176i. 

Je m'etois prcsque ateiidu ma cliere DucLesae, au 
partie que vous avez pris touchant Ib parti quon voua avoit 
propoae pour la Princcase voire fille. J'ai d'aborda compria 
que vous ne voudriez pas un coup d'eelat comme Tauroit 
ete un changement de religion, de mentir la conduite de 
route votre fainille en attachant une fletrissure a la personne 
qui aeroit obligee de faire le sault perilleuse ; a cnvissager 



• Thia omission uf the it ia aingular, but, tlirouflhout, Frederick's 
ietters to the DuiJiesB are signed Federic. 
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les religions philosophiqaetnent, elles sont bien a peu pres 
egalles, cependant celle dont le culte est le moins charge de 
superstition, doit celon mon avis etre preferai aux autres ; 
c^est sans contredit la protestante, que outre cet avantage a 
encore selui de ne point etre persecutrisse. Voila les deux 
points pour lesquels Madame que je me declarerai constan- 
ment pour la fois de nos peres ; j^avoue que si javois vecu 
du tems de Martin Luther, que j^aurois fort apuye pour 
qu^il poussat jusqu^au Sossinianisme, qui n^est proprement 
que la Religion d^un seul Dien ; mais ce moine et ses con- 
freres en arachant la moitie du Voele, se sont aretez en si 
beau chemin, et on laisses encore bien des obscuritez a 
eclerer, mais la verite paroit peu faite pour Thome, Terreur 
est son partage, pourvu encore, qu^en s'^egarant dans un 
labirinte de pure metafisique on ne deviene pas enemi, que 
Ton soit humaine, doux, compatissant, et que Ton ne 
s^achame pas d^une haine teologalle contre ceux, qui 
penssent autrement que nous, on pent passer le resfce, et 
supporter les opinions diversses du genre humaine come on 
soufre la diversite de leur fisionomies, de leurs habillements 
et des coutumes qu'^une longue habitude a rendis Na- 
tionalles. Tons ce que jai Thonneur de vous ecrire 
Madame, ne paroiteroit pas ortodoxe au consistoire de 
Monsieur Ciprianus ; je ne saurois que faire, j'*aime mieux 
etre ortodoxe vis-a-vis de la raison universelle qui a ete 
donnee a Thome pour le conduire, que vis-^-vis une assem- 
blee de Docteurs, qui augmente (selon Esdras, Matieu, 
Jean, Paul et tout ces apotres) la superstition, qui a 
aveugle et abrutis le monde. Pour leur Majesties Impe- 
rialles et Romaines, je vous les garantis Madame empetres 
dans le bourbier de la superstition jusqu^au Col. Voila 
cette nouvelle maisson d'^Autriche, qui prend de nouvelles 
rassines sur le tronne des Empereurs et qui un jour fera 
repentir ses adherents de I'ellevation ou ils Tont portee; 
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mais lea erroura politiquee sont souvent au9si diflieiles a 
guerir que lea erreurs Bpeculativea ; pour moy, qui me soit 
vieu, je vois tout ces evenements avec assez d'indirerence ; 
je no Borois pas le teinoius des conaequeneeB, qui les en- 
traineroiit, et mes yeux en mourant auront la consolation 
(le voir ma patrie libre. Je volts fais millee excussea ma 
chore Duchesse de tout ce bavardage que vous receverez de 
moy ; j'ai le mallieur de nfegarer en vous ecrivaut, je me 
urois asaez lieureux pour conversB^r avec vous, et je m''elan3 
au de la dea boruea de la moderatiou. Vous dtrez eu resse' 
vant celle-ci, quel impitoiable raisaonneur ! Ob ! que Je 
me garderai bien de luy eerire, pour ue point m'atirer des 
epitres, qui m'enuyent et qui ne fiuissent point, et je TaunuB 
bien inerite, si je D'atendoia paa mon pardon de Totre 
extreme indulgence, a laquelle je n'ai lieu de pretendre, 
qu'cn faveur des Bentiments de la haute eatime et de oon- 
sideratious avec loaquela je suis 

Ma chere Duchease 

De Voire Altesae 
Le fidelle Cousin et 
Serviteur 

Fgoerjc, 



Madame Ma CouBine. le 15 May, 1764. 

Plain de Tagr^able Souvenir du sejour que j^ai fait a 
Gotha, Burtout de la chore Ducliesse que j'ai eu le bonheur 
d"y voir, il m'est paasS tout plain d'Ideee par Tesprit dana 
deB moments heureux, aur quelque alliance de famille qui 
leaserat entre nous par les liens du sang, ceux de Tamiti^ ; 
je ne vous ferai point Madame, un plua long preambule, 
je vouB dirai tout naturel lenient ce qui m'est pasa^ par 
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la tette, et vous aurai la bont^ de me repondre tout animent 
de meme^, parceque des id^ ne sont que des idees, et que 
je puis me tromper sur ce qui vous convient ou ne vous 
acomode pas. J'*ai reflechi que Tain^ des princes yob fils 
etoit dans un age ou vous penserez a le marier ; j'*ai repasse 
dans mon esprit des princesses qui etoient a pen pres de son 
age, et il m^a paru, que ma niesse la Princesse Auguste de 
Bronsuic pourait luy convenir ; je n^eu ai parie a personne, 
et si cela se pourait, ma plume Madame ne vous le diroit 
que a Toreille ; pent etre avez vous d^autre vues, pent etre 
avez vous pris des engagements allieurs que j'ignore, au 
moins ne me sachez pas mauvais gre de ma franchise, et si 
vous la taxez d'*indiscretion, ce sera la premiere et la 
demiere dont je serai coupable envers vous. Je crois 
entendre Madame de Buchwald qui dit: ^Me Roy de 
Prusse radotte, il se fait Macro sur ses vieux jours ; elle a 
raissons, nous ne faissons ici, que nosses et bathemes ; mais 
Madame de Buchwald, souvenez vous au moins qu'ayant 
ete malheureusement souvent temoins de la boucherie de 
Tespesse humaine, je suis plus oblige qu'*un autre a contri- 
buer a la repopulation : J'^espere ma chere Duchesse, que 
vous prendrez ceci en bonne part^ que vous ne vous facherez 
point centre votre anssien adorateur, qui ne saice de Tetre 
et que vous voudrez bien croire que tout ce que je vous 
ecrits, part d'*un ceeur penetre de la plus grande estime pour 
votre personne ; c^est avec ces sentimens, que je suis. 

Madame la Cousine 

De Votre Altesse 

le bon et fidelle Cousin 

Federig. 



* These ludicrous errors seem to substantiate the truth of Vol- 
taire's remark, that he should no longer play the '^amanuensis 
blanchisseur." 
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Msdame, a Leipslc le 12 Janv. ITG*. 

La crainte que mes Lettres fuaent intercepttJes, in'a 
fait jusqu'ici siiprinier mea Hentimens loraque le frere du 
mercure arive a L'IniproviBte, et me rend la lettre, dont 
Tous avBz eu niadame, la bonte de le charger. Jevousrend 
grace de la nianiere afectueuse dont voua daignez faire lea 
voenx pour le bien des conjoiictures et pour ce qui me re- 
garde. Je vous assure madatne, que aaiis vous le dire a 
vous inSnie, je voub ai souhaite et voua aouhaite tous les 
joura de ina vie tout le bonheur que nierite votre vertu die- 
tingue et vos grandea qualities, ce aont des Beutiuieus qui roe 
rcsteront par la vie, parcequ'il m'est Impoaaible d'estim^r 
lea persoDTtea ou de douner mon coenr a deiiii ; vous pouves 
juger par conaequant, que j'auroia tout fait de moy mSme 
pour contribuer a ce qui voua peut Stre utile et agr^ble, 
maia come cette mati^re me paroit trop delicate pour fitre 
coufiee au papier, j'en charge votre Eniisaire qui bouh votre 
ton plaisir poura vous raporter verbalement ce qui conaerne 
cet article. Je aula ici depuia quatre Semenea dans le pais 
latein, j'ai pour m'arauaer passe en revue tout lee profeaaeurs 
de cette Univeraite, j'en ai trouve trois ou quatre remplis 
de merite et de belles connoissances, entre autre un profes- 
aeur Grec, qui m'a aemble avoir plus de jugement et de gout 
qu'il n'est commun d'en rencoiitrer dans lea Savants de notre 
Nation, mais dans la foulle j'en ai detere un qui n'auroit pas 
^hape a Moliere, s'll avoit vecu do aon tems ; Cet homme 
admirable ma dit avec une gravite magistralle, quil avoit 
acouclie de 60 voluraea en folio, et qu''il en avoit puhlye 
deux tout lea troia moia, je lui dis, iiiais Monsieur vous poa- 
Bedez done la Science univeraelle; aussi fait repartit-il; 
mais Monsieur tout lea troia mois deux, cement done avez 
vous pii fos composer; cela partoit de la me dit-il, inetant 
le doit Bur son frond ; un de sea confraires charitables ajouta 
et du Diotionaire de Rayle de Moriri, de Chambera, et de 
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tous les Dictionairesconfis que Monsienr a fondu ensemble ; 
oui je les ai refondus ensemble dit le Savant, mais je les ai 
rendus exselants, car je les ai corig^z tont ; puice le ciel 
Madame Tons et moy nous preserver cette annee et toute 
les autres de notre vie, d^auteurs qui sont peres de 60 
volumes in folio. tPen ai jusqu^a ce momentn Tlmagina- 
tion si frapee que je tremble k Taspect d^un livre a moins 
que ce ne soit un in-douze. Je vous demande votre Indul- 
geance ordinaire en faveur des balivemes que je vous mande, 
jai cru que dans le tems quil court c^^toient les seules nou- 
velles qu^on pouvoit mand^r et resevoir sans causer des 
sensations desagreables, daignez me passer Thistoire des 
professeurs en faveur du sincere atachement avec lequel je 
suis a jamais, 

Madame 

Votre fidele Cousin 

ami et Serviteur 

Federic. 



Madame Ma Cousine, le 18 May 1764. 

Je suis bien heureux d^avoir faitun Confession a une 
Teologiene aussi Indulgente que vous Fetes, Ma chere Du- 
chesse. Defuct Siprianus de selebre memoire m'^est devofie 
a Tanatheme, et pent etre il auroit rompu tout comersse 
avec moy comme avec un impie, pour avoir censsure son 
grand Docteur de la Reform le S. Luther sur ce qu'il n''a 
pas pouss^ un pen plus loin la pointe ; plus que Ton vit 
dans ce monde, plus on s'^apersoit, que la verite est peu faite 
pour devenir le partage des hommes; les voelles de la 
nature, les bomes etroites de notre esprit, Famour du mer- 
veilleux dont chaque home a sa petite portion, Tinteret et 
rimposture qui se servent des erreurs les plus absurdes pour 

G 2 
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s'acrediter par ellea, enfin tout nous avertit, quo nous rivons 
dans le Eegne ties Illusions, et que hors quelque verites 
geometriquea denioutreea il ne nous est pas donne d'ateindre 
a la verite; il semble a tout prendre, que nous somes plu- 
tot placiis dans ce inondo pour en jouir que pour le conoitre, 
et quant notre curiosite rend notre Raisson assez temeraire 
pour la pouaser dans lea Tenebres de la Metafisique, nous 
nous egarons dans cete region obaeure, faute de baton pour 
noua apuyt'r et de flambau pour nous eclerer. Toutes cea 
considerations Madame, sont assez huniiliantea pour Tamour 
propre ; cependent e'en aeroit peu, si Ton s'en tenoit la, et 
si elles nc nous inspireroient pas des sentimens de Tolerance 
pour les autrea aveuglea qui s'egarent par des Routes dife- 
rentes, que celles, ou le hazard noua a conduits ; qui cberche 
!a verite de bonne fois, aura du soufrance pour sea freres ; 
il n'y a que I'orgeuii de Tesprit de parti et I'interet peraaonel, 
convert par celui de la cause de Dieu, qui arme lea peraecu- 
teurs du glaive mis sur I'autel. Voila pourquoi je me defie 
de ce zoUe enflame dea Devota, et janrois envie de lenr dire, 
tu te fache, tu dis des injures a ton prochain, tu as done 
tord ; mais Madame, nous ne les corigerons pas, les homes 
reateroua tols qu'ils ont i^tes toujours. La Cour de Viene 
aera toujours ambitieuse Le St. Office peraecuteur, Sa 
Majeste Tres Cretiene paillarde, les Evequea d'AlIemagne 
des ferognes, et moy votre plua zele adorateur, quand meme 
les autrea cbangeront de passion. La miene aera toujours 
ma chere Duchesse, de voua temoigner en toute ocasion les 
aentiniens de I'Estime de I'admiration et de la haute oon- 
eideration aveo lesquelles je suis 

Madame Ma Cousine 

Do Votre Altesse 

le fidelle Cousin et 
Serviteur 

Fedkbtc, 
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a Sansauei lell ch Juin 1764. 
Madame Ma Consine, 

Un acces de gonte a la main gauche a peua4 m^am- 
pecher Madame de vous repondre; cependant vous faites 
des miracles, ma chere Duchesse, vous guerissez les estropies, 
et vous domiez au Manchots la faculte d*ecrire. En verite, 
siyetois Catolique je prouverois si bien ce Miracle, que la 
St. Yierge de Chansonvieu deviendroit jaloux du bruit de 
Yos merveilles ; mais nous autre Calvinistes nous j allons 
si uniment, que nous ne recevons pas seulement les choses 
extraordinaires, qui frapent nos sens, en etonant nos oreilles ; 
cependant Madame, apres Tepreuve que j^en viens d^en faire, 
Yous me permeterai de vous invoquer toute les fois, que la 
goutte m^assallira, je dirai, Duchesse Secourable, princcsse 
sumaturellement Dou^e des favours du Ciel, guerissez moy; 
cette petite oraison ne se fera pas en vain, et apres ce que je 
viens d'eprouver, ce n^est pas a moy de manquer de foy; La 
comission que vous me donnez ma chere Duchesse, de 
mettre a la Raisson la Cour Imperialle, exsigeroit bien un 
autre miracle ; nous nous somes battus durant sept ans 
entiers a outrance, sans rien avansser par la ; mais si vous 
veulliez usser de ce pouvoir que vous avez exerce si eficasse- 
ment sur ma Main, je ne doutte pas que vous ne parveniez 
a resserer Tambition des Tirans Germanique dans une 
sphere plus etroite ; nous somes a present jolliment ensemble 
en aparance, mais le Diable ne perd rien, et je ne voudrois 
pas q''une ocassion favorable se presentat a nos enemis, car 
surement ils ne la negligeroient pas ; il y a un reste de 
levain dans les coeurs, qui servira quand il aura fermente 
d^alliment a une nouvelle guerre. Pour moy, je ne doute 
pas de la voir ; mes yeux seront probablement fermes a la 
lumiere lorsque le cas en existera; mais cela manquera 
d^ariver. Cependant jouissez en attendant des Douceurs de 
la vie ma chere Duchesse, et traitez Pavenir avec la meme 
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iadiferaiice que le passe qui a precede le terns da votre 
naiBsance. Notre vie est trop courte pour que lee soias de 
I'avenir nous fassent perdre la jouissance du moment prea- 
eeiit ; puissiez vous en profiter de longues annees, comblee 
de toute les prosperites que vous meritez a si justes titres. 
Personne ne vous le soubaite plus sincerement, que je le 
faie. Agrees en lea protestations avec celles de haute estime 
et de la sincere amitie aveo lesquellea je suis 
Madame Ma Cousine 

De Votre Altease 

le fidele Cousin et Serviteur 

Fedebic. 



a Samouci, le 9 Oct. 1764. 
Madame Ma Cousine, 

Je vous rend grace ma chere Ducheesc, de la f^allan- 
terie que voua me faites de m'envoyer le Prince votre fils; il 
a ete resau ici non en etranger, maia commo lo fils de ina 
respectable amie. J'ai ete charini; de recevoir quelqu'uii qui 
vous touche d'aussi prets, apres ma longue absence, et je 
vous assure ma chere Duchease, que tout le monde a lou^ 
votre oeuvre, et surtout la bonne education, que vous luy 
avez donnce. Nona n'avona pas quite Gotba dans uos 
Entretiens, mais come il n'j a aucune joye sans quelque 
melange d'amertume, le prince Auguste m'a aflige en 
m''aprenant le fluxtion dont voua etes incomodee. Pourquoi 
faut il ma chero Duchesse que vous aoufriez dea infirmites 
de rhunianite, voua' qui etes si fort au dessus du reste dea 
humains! et pourquoi la nature ne respecte t'ello pas un 
corps, dont Tame fait les delices de tout estre qui pensse, et 
dont la bonte rend tout un Duche heureux? Voila des 
reflections, qui me conduiraient trop loin, si je my aban- 
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donois ; Votre digne ami perd sa fille, et voub etes affligees 
des yeux; pour qui dont sont les recompaiiBse, si vous 
soufrez des peines, comment se fait il que si souvent on voit 
dans le monde le crime Triomphe et la Vertu Malheureux. 
Ah ma chere Duchesse, cette machine sur laquelle le hazard 
nous a places m'^a bien la mine dialler come elle peut, sans 
que personne ne s^en ambarasse, mais pour Dieu, n^en par- 
lez pas a Monsieur Ciprianus, ou je suis perdu a tout jamais. 
Le Prince votre fils vous dira qu*il m^a trouve ici en 
retrette ; je fais un extrait de tout les articles filosofiques 
de Bayle, dont on fera une Edition in Octavo, d'environs 5 
ou 6 volumes; elle sera achevee le printems prochain, et si 
vous me le permetez, je vous offrirai une exsemplaire. Voila 
mes amussemens sur mes vieux jours ; mais je vous conte 
des fagots, et j''abusse peutetre d'^un temps presieux que vous 
employez, et mieux et plus utillement ; n^oubliez pas, ma 
chere Duchesse, les amis absens ; je prierai le Prince Au- 
guste de vous faire quelquefois ressouvenir de moy, car rien 
me seroit plus insuportable que d'etre eface de votre sou- 
venir ; si Fadmiration, si Tamitie, si la plus haute Estime 
pour votre personne montre, que vous daignez pensser a 
ceux qui vous honnorent et venerent, personne n'^a plus de 
pretensions, ni de drois a votre souvenir que moy 

Madame Ma Cousiue 
De Votre Altesse 

le fidele Cousin et Serviteur 

Federjc. 
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a Foidam le 31 d'Oct. 176+. 
Msdame Ma Cousine, 

Je Buis bien aise que le Prince Auguate vous ait 
rendu compte ma chere DuchcsEe, dcs sBntimeDta distin^ez 
que je conseverez pour voub toute ma vie gravez daiia mon 
coBur; mais (juoi qii'il voub en ait dit, ne pensez pas, que 
uette niatiero puieso s'epuiser si vite ni qu'une converBaations 
du Prince ait pu vous metre au fait da tout ce que vous 
inspirez a ceux, qui come moy, ont le bonheur de voub 
conaitrc ; Si j'ai fait une petite sortie Bur la providence, 
o'est ma chere Duchease, qn'il nicest en verite pas bien, que 
vous soufriez; considerez la brievet^ de la vie des homes; 
considerez combieu ils sont exposez aux traits du mal fiaique 
et aux CoruptioDB du uial moral. Le mal eat dans le 
monde, on ne sauroit le nyer; question eat de savoir qui I'y 
a mia ; pour may je Tignore profondement, et je feliciterai 
ires sincerement le Docteur en Teologie, qui m'en deoou- 
vrira la cause; mais s'il me parle de aa pome, je le renvoye 
aux nietamorfoaea d'Ovuide, a Poudane, a Barbebleu; et 

dependant come on nouB traite, et Ion explique dea 
Enigmes par des fables; mais tout eela no vous touche 
point, le monde en va de meme, que Ton convise ou qu'on 
ignore les resBorts qui le font aller, pourvu que la vertu soit 
epargnee; que voua me soufriez paa ma chere Duchease, me 
Toila contant, car peraonne ne prend plus do part a votre 
conservation que 

Madame ma Couaine 
De Votre Altssse 

le fidele Cousin, ami 

et Serviteur 

Fedeiuc. 
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a Berlin ce 23 May^ 1751. 
Madame, 

Votre Altesse Ser^nissime daignera telle accepter le 
tribut, quW homnie qui lay est peut etre inconnu, ose 
mettre k ses pieds. Monseigneur le prince votre fils, k qui 
j'^ay quelquefois fait ma cour k Paris, me servira de protec- 
teur aupres de votre Altesse Serenissime. J^avais la plus 
forte passion de me presenter dans votre Cour en allant k 
Berlin, et d^admirer de pres les vertus d^une mere si 
respectable, je ne me console point de n'^avoir pu jouir de 
cet honneur, et de celuy d^approcher encore de Monseigneur 
le Prince de Gotha, que j^ay vu donner k Paris de si grandes 
esperances. 

Je ne prendrais pas la liberte de presenter a Votre 
Altesse Serenissime ce recueil qu'^on a fait k Dresde de mes 
ouvrages, si cet exemplaire n^etait, par sa singularite digne, 
de tenir une place dans une Biblioteque. II y a plus de 
deux cent pages corrig^es par ma main, ou reimprimees. 
II n^ a que trois exemplaires au monde de cette espece. 
J'^ai cm remplir mon devoir en envoyant un de ces exem- 
plaires a Madame la Princesse royale de Pologne, et en 
mettant Tautre k vos pieds. J^ose me flatter Madame de 
votre indulgence, et de votre bonte. 
Je suis avec le plus profond respect 
Madame 
de votre Altesse Serenissime 

le tres humble et tres obeissant 
Serviteur 

de Voltaire, 
Chambellan du Roy de Prusse. 
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« Colmar U 12 Janvier, 1754. 



Grand Dieu qui rarement fait ncdtre parmi noua 
De graces, do vcrtua un heureiix aasemblage ; 

(^nand ce chef-d'ceuvre est &it Boia tm peu plus joloii 
De conserver un tel ouvrage. 

FaiH naitre en sa faveur un eternel printempii 
Etends t^ut au plus loin ses belles destinees, 

Et racourois eea jours des sots et des mecliant^ 
Poui ly'outer i, Bes anne'es. 

Madame, 

C'est ce quQ jo prenais la liberte de dire k Dieu 
quand j'ai appria que Votre Altease Serenissime etait dau- 
gereusenient malade. J'etaia aussi inquiet que la grande 
Mattresse des cceure, niais je ii''etnia pas si agissant, car il y 
a deux niois, que je ne peux sortir de ma cbambre; Je Buia 
done votre auinonier Mudame! et votre Altesse Sereuissiuie 
se fait lire uiea ttuvres teologiquee, quanU elle veut s'edifier. 
Que n'etais-je la pour luy lire Jeanne peudaut sa convales- 
cence! il me aemble que j'aurais encore eu la force d'en 
faire deux ou trois chants ))Our Famuser, mais loin d'elle je 
n'ai pas le courage d^etre gai, de plus une cinquaintaiue 
d'Empereurs, dont j'ay tconrtt' les faits et gestea, eat une 
occupation directeuieut contraire a la joye. J'ai eu Thon- 
ueur d'euvoyer a votre Altesae Serenissime uue douzaine 
d'exemplaires du premier tome par la voye quelle a eu la 
bontc de me faire indiquer. Je crois qn'ila arriverout peu 
de tcma apres ma lettre. Je n'ay pn en faire relier que 
deux, le terape pressait. Qu'elle pardonne a rirapatiencc 
de inettre it Hes pieda niou liommage; ello distribuera a qui 
elle voudra cea feuilles, marques de ma reapectueuse recou- 
naisaauce, et de mon envie de lui plaire. Repienez Madame 
cette eantc brillante que je vous ay vue. Ces beaux jours. 
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tout ce que youb environne, dependent de vous, vivez heu- 
reux au milieu d^une famille qui vous adore, et d^une Cour 
qui vous benit. Je me mets aux pieds de Monseigneur et 
de toute votre auguste famille avec le plus profond respect, 
et le plus sincere attachement. 

Comme j^allais fermer ma lettre je recevais celle, dont 
votre Altesse Serenissime m^honore en date du 5 Janvier. 
Madame, la Foret de Tburinge est bien plus belle, que les 
rochers de la route d'Egra; mais il n^y a plus pour moy de 
verdure; je ne vois que la chutte des feuilles, et dans T^tat 
ou je suis, il n^ & plus pour moy de mois de May telle que 
j^ai eu le bonheur d^en passer un chez la descendante d'*Her- 
cule. Je prendrai la liberte de lui leguer Jeanne par mon 
testament. Je me flatte, qu^elle daignera sourire quelquo- 
fois avec la grande Maitresse des coeurs en lisant ce livre de 
morale, et qu^elle se souviendra avec bonte de I'auteur, qui 
vivra et mourra en regrettans plus la Tburinge qu^aucun 
pays de Funivers. Je renouvelle encore mon profond 
respect. 

II faut que je luy conte qu^un vieux Baron de Lorraine, 
devot comme un sot, s^est avis^ de m^ecrire, toutes le Postes, 
pour me convertir. Je luy ay fait repondre, que j'^etois 
mort. II prie Dieu k presant pour le repos de mon ame; je 
ris cependant Madame, et je compte envoyer a vos pieds 
dans deux mois le second tome, qui vous apartient, et qui 
est un peu moins ennuieux que le premier. Je ne suis a 
Colmar que pour cette besogne. 



92 



LErrEBS OF 



Madame, a Colmai\le 27 Fevrier, 175i. 

Jo ne Buie qu'un vieux etourdi, je me suie trop fie a 
ma memoire, et dans cette vie il faut ne ee fier qu'il votre 
A 1 tease Serenissime. 

Lothaire le Saxon en mngt cinq coaronni, Voyla oe qu'il 
fallait rciettre conformement an corps de Touvrage. Ce sera 
la niatiere d'un petit errata. Je compte incessamment 
avoir Thonneur de vous envoyor le second tome. Dieu nie 
garde de trailer Thiatoire de Charles, et de marcher sur sea 
cendres qui aont encore rempliea de ebarbons ardenta; j'en 
ay fait une bistoire particuliere sur les lettres originales de 
tous le Miniatros; mais cela n'eat destine qn'a I'arriere 
cabinet de votre Altesae Serenissime. Sa derniere lettre 
peuetre mon eceur et ie dechire. Sera-t-il possible que ma 
mauvaise santi; me porte ailleura, quand toute mon ame est 
dana le Chateau D'Ernest le Pieux? Mon corps eat encore 
entre lea mains de la nature, et un peu dans celles du gou- 
vernement de France; maia non cceur n'appartieut qua 
Gotha. Que j'ay nial fait Madame, de quitter cet asile de 
la vertu, de la generoaitc, de I'eaprit, de la pais, dea agre- 
ments! Figurez voua Madame, qn'nn groa Jeauitte qui 
gouverue despotiquement le Palatinat, me reprocbe les 
verites que la loy de riiistoire m'a force do dire sur les 
papee. Un autre Jesuitte, qui gouverne le dioceae de 
Porentruit ou je auia, me poursnit pour la ineme cause. 
Ah! Madame, que Frederic de Saxe, votre ancetre, avait 
raison de conibattre ])our exterminer cette engeance! Les 
Pretrea catholiques aont nea persecnteura, conime les tigres 
sent nes avec des griffes. Le clerge etait instituc pour prier 
Dieu, et non pour etre tiran. II eat vray, que la religion 
catholique a fait plua de nial a votre Maiaon, qu' k moy, et 
que j'aurais tort de me plaindre. Je ne me plains que de 
nia destiiii'e qui m'empeche de venir moy raeme mettre k 
VOM pieds le second tome dc coa annales. 
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tPespere encore quelque chose du printemps, a moins que 
quelque descendant de Sergius trois et de Marosie ne vienne 
m'^excomunier, et me poignarder; mais le portrait de Votre 
Altesse Serenissime les fera fuir comme chez nous Teau 
benite chasse les Diables. J'ay iei Thonneur de lui mander, 
que j'^avais retrouve une copie de cet essay sur Thistoire 
universelle; a quoi bon toutes ces histoires tristes! J'^aime 
mieux celle de Jeanne; maisje suis honteux de parler de 
Jeanne avec mes cheveux gris. Je ne connois plus qu'*un 
sentiment celuy du plus profond respect de Fattachement de 
la tendre reconnaissance qui me met aux pieds de Votre 
Altesse Serenissime, etc. 

V. 



a Cohnar^ le 13 Mars^ 1754. 
Madame, 

Pardonnez k un pauvre malade languissant, s'il Vik 
pas rhonneur d'^ecrire de sa main a Votre Altesse Serenis- 
sime. Tb^j bien peur, qu^elle meme ne soit malade, et que 
les vents du nord et les neiges ne respectent pas la Thuringe. 
Dieu fait bien ce qu'il fait; mais j'*oserais prendre la liberte 
de lui demander un peu plus de soleil. Je compte, Madame, 
mettre ces jours ci aux pieds de Votre Altesse Serenissime 
le second tome de Fouvrage, qui est sous votre protection. 
Je prends auparavant la liberte et je m''acquitte du devoir 
de lui envoyer et de lui soumettre ce dernier hommage par 
lequel je finis le livre. 

Les libraires se hatent deja de reimprimer le premier 
volume. On en annonce trois editions dans les gazettes. 
Cest votre nom, Madame, qui attire cet empressement du 
public. 11 est vrai, que cet empressement fait un grand 
tort a mon libraire, dont en contrefait TEdition; mais si 
Fouvrage plait, s'il ne parait pas indigne de la Protectrice k 
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laquelle i1 est deilii-, jo me consolerai bien aiaement. L'etat 
oil jeeuis, Madame, ne me permet guerea de lui ecrire plus 
au long. J'auraia fini du moina ma carriere heureusement, 
puiaque mon dernier oiivrage hii aura etc consacre. 

J'ay rhonneur d'etre avec le plus profond respect et 
rattachement le plus inviolable, 

Madame, 
De Votre Altesse Sereniwime, 
le tres humble et tree 
obeiasant Serviteur, 

VOLTAIBB. 



Loin de Tous, et de votre image 
Je snis snr le sombre Rivage ; 
Car Plombiere est en verity 
Ce Proserpine I'appanage. 
Mais les eatix de ce lieu jMuva^ 
Ne Bont pas celles du I'Etli^. 

Je n'y bois point I'oublie du germent qui m'engage 

Je in'ocupe toujours de ce charmant visage. 

Que des loogtenis j'ay projette. 

Je veux vouB porter man homnif^, 

Je n'attenda rien des eaux et de lenr triste ns^ 

C'est le pEaisir qui donne la sant^. 

Madame, 

Je m'eo retourne en Alaaco on je trouverai dunioins 
le portrait, dont voua m'avez honorfi. Votre Altesse Sere- 
nisairae eat, je croia, a present dans son Royaume d'Alten- 
bourg. Jo me flatte, que la grande Maitresse des cceura a 
eu assez de sant6 pour la suivre. C'est cette saiit^ qui est 
le point capital; il en faut assurement pour voyager. On 
Die mande de Berlin, qu'il court une piece de vers, intitulee, 
Epitre A moi-m^me. Elle eat dit on trea indecento, aurtont 
dans les circonstances pros en tes, et on a la cruante, de me 
Tattribuer. Ce sont dos tonrs qu'on me jouera aonvent; 
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mais ma oonduite dement assez ces impoBtures, et leHoy de 
Pnisse me rendra toujours, a ce que j'^espere, la justice qu**!! 
ma dej^ rendne envers ces ridicules calomnies. Le fils du 
Marechal de Belleiste a 4t6 fort fete a Berlin, et 7 a tres 
bien reussi. 11 ressemblera en tout k son pere. Je m''ima- 
gine, qyCil a ete a la Cour de Votre Altesse Serenissime, et 
qu^il J passera en revenant de Berlin. Ce n''est pas assez de 
faire des revues, et de voir des bataillons et des escadrons; 
cela n'*est bon qu''en temps de gurre, et les vertus et les 
graces sont de tons les temps. Je vais quitter Plombieres; 
cette niece, qui me fit parti r de Gotha, et qui fit ce malheureux 
voyage de Francfort, vient encore avec moy tater de TAUe- 
magne; mais c'^est de TAUemagne fran9aise. EUe m'^a 
accompagne aux eaux; elle m^accompagne a Colmar. Plut 
k Dieu qu'^elle eut la meme passion que moy pour la Thu- 
ringe, et qu'*elle put passer quelque jours dans une maison- 
nette aux pieds du chateau D'Ernest! Votre Altesse sait, 
que j''ay fais mes prieres au destin qui regie toutes choses 
dans ce monde. La nature ne m^a pas tue k Plombieres ; le 
destin m'*empecherait-il d'*aller k Ootha! et puisque mon 
coeur y est, pourquoy ma triste figure n''y servait-elle pas? 

Je ne sais nulle nouvelle digne d^etre mand^e. Uinsi- 
pidite s^est emparee de FEurope. Je ne connais de vif, que 
les sentiments qui m'^attachent avec le plus profond respect, 
et la plus tendre reconnaissance k ce qu'il y a de plus esti- 
mable au monde, etc. 

V. 



Madame, a Colmar le 12 Av^ril, 1754. 

Quelque repugnance que j'^eusse a repasser par Franc- 
fort, yj volerais pour me rend re chez la descendante d^Her- 
cule. Des obstacles, Madame ! il n'*y en a point, lorsque 
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V0U9 L'oniiiiandez; il ii'y a quo la maladie qui soit plus forte 
que les ordres et la bonte de Votre Altease SerenisBime. 
Quand je sooge a Tetat ou je suis, je me trouvo bien indite 
d'appro<^^her de votre autel. Je suis comiiie lee lepi-eux qui 
n''osaietit entrer dana le toniple. Quo feriez vous Madame, 
d"un homme coudantne par la nature ik eouffrir preaque 
toujours? ma lainpc ardeute eet dans ua vaze sete et casse; 
elle brule en votre lionueur; maia le vaze eat en pieces. 
Pourquoy le cceur ne peut il |iaa donner des forces et des 
ailea ? La belle figure que je ferais. Madame, dans votre 
charmanto Cuur; je resHemblerais a Tautomate qu'on montre 
actuellement dana Paris ; il prononee mal lea lettrea de 
Talphabet ; il articule quelquee mots. C'est beaucoup pour 
une figure de euire ; niais ce n'est pas aasez pour ua etre 
pensant, qui eat penetre jusqu'au fonda du ooeur de tout le 
inerite, et de tous lea charmes de votre etre. 

Je serais dana votre Cour coinine Tantale ; j'aurais faim 
et Boif de vous entendre Madame, et il faudrait reater dana 
ma cliambre. Madame de Bukwald n'a point de aante, me 
dira-t-on. Ah, Madame, c'est un Sanison en coniparaiaon 
de moy. II est vrai qu'elle viae a otre aveugle conune 
Samson; mais en a-t-ollo raoina d'ima^ination etde graces! 
Sa conversation n'eat elle pas digne de la votre ! n''e8t eile 
pas toujoura vive, loujours aj^lssante I maia moy chetif ai je 
Tenais faire ma cour a Votre Altesae Sereniasime, je serais 
oblige de vous preaenter ma capitulation, et lea articles 
seraient 1" que je mc tiendrais couvainuu de mon indignite 
et que trea rarement j'aurais Thonneur de me crever a votre 
table et d'en sortir avec une indigestion. 2"^ qu'en qualite 
de pedant je coucheraia dana Tantichambre de la biblioteqne, 
et non dana une chambre doree. 3" qu'il me aerait permia 
d'avoir un babit fourre au moia de Juillet, atteudu votre 
belle exposition au nord, et votre forest de Turinge. 4° que 
je donnerais la preference a votre medecin et a voire apoti- 
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caire sur toutes le belles Damee de voire Cour, nouvelles 
mariees et autres. 5^ que, si cbms des moments d'^humeur 
pordonables k xm malade, je m^avisais de faire quelque 
noveau chants k Jeanne, il me serait permis d^ peindre la 
Cour de Ootha, afin qu^il 7 eut du moins dans cet ouvrage 
un contraste des vertus les plus charmants avec toutes les 
folies du poeme et que vous ne vous facheriez point contre 
moy dWoir four^ la une nouvelle Doroth^e; Enfin, que 
Votre Altesse Serenissime convienne, que je serais insuport- 
able. fTimporte je brule d^^re dans votre Cour ; de venir 
me mettre k vos pieds pour quelques mois. Gotha est mon 
chateau en Espagne ; je serais trop heureux ; c'*est un beau 
songe. Une verity bien reele, o^est mon profond respect, 
mon attachement, ma reconnaissance pour Votre Altesse 
Serenissime, etc. 

V. 



a Vahem pres de Oassel^ le 28 May, 

Je suis comme tons vos sujets, 
Je vous respecte et vous adore. 
O destins, O Dieux, que j'implore, 
Quels seront pour moy desormais 
Les jours que vous ferez eclore. 
Dieux! le plus cher de ines projets 
Est de pouvoir luy dire encore, 
Je suis comme tous vos sujets, 
Je vous respecte et vous adore. 

Madame, 

Ma figure souffirante et ambulante est k Vabern, 
pres de Cassel, chez Monseigneur le Landgrave, et mon ame 
est k Gotha; elle est k vos pieds; elle y sera tant que je 
respirerai« J'^ay bien peur, que Vos Altesses Serenissimes 
en m^aviez rendu. malheureux pour la reste de ma vie; je 

H 



98 LETTEftS OF 

leur pardonne de tout nion cceur. Ce n'eet pas mauvsuse 
intention de leur ])art; mais en verite olles deraient songer, 
en nie eomblant de tant de bontcs, en me faisant mener une 
vie si delieieuse, qu'elles me preparaient d'eternels regrets. 

Oil pourrai-je vivre doregnavant, Madame, aprea avoir 
passi- un mois entiers b. vos pieds ; Croyez toub, qu'en 
quittant votre palaia, le sejour de Plombierea me eera bien 
agreable ! Ce eerait des enux de L^the qu'il me faudi-ait. 
Je prevois, Madame, que je n'aurai autre chose i faire, qu'ii 
revenir faire ma cour a Vo9 Altesaea Serenissimcs. J'ay 
^te dana le temple des graces, de la raison, de I'esprit, de la 
bienfaisance et de la pais; je retourneray dans ce temple; il 
n'y aura paa moyen d'aller vivre avec des proranea. Je me 
mets aux piods de Monseignenr le Due, et de toute votre 
auguste faraille. Quand pourrai-je revoir ce que j'ai vu, 
et entendre encore ce que j'ay entendu! Je pars pour 
Plombiferes cependant, Madame: j'obeis aux deux plus 
terribles medecina que je connaisse, et j'auray rhonneur de 
renouveller a Voa Altesses Serenissimes les temoignages 
d'un respect, d'un attachement, et d'une reconnaissance, 
qui no fiuiront qu'avec la vie de V. i qui le 

papier manque. 



a Ferrier/ le 25 Awgttst. 
Madame, 

Permettez que la famille ae jette a voa pieds et 
remercie la belle arae do Votre Altesae Sereniasime avec 
dea larmea de joye et tout rattendrissement de la reeon- 
naissance. II est juste, quo la Providence fuase maitre des 
cceurs, tel que le votre, tandis que lea signes, qui font dea 
gambades k Paris, sont changes en tigrea. 






Cea Bottes gazettes vous auront peut ctre appris, 
Madame, que Ic parlenient tie Paris a condainQ^ cinq 
jeunes geDtilahommes k perir dans les flaaimea ; mais ces 
gazettes n'ont pas dit, que le aeul crime de cea gentila- 
boiniiieB etait dWoir chante deux chansons faitea il y a 
quatre vingta ana, et de n'avoir pas ote leur chapeau deraut 
une procession de capucins. Le Boy de Prusse m'» 
mande, qu'il les aurait condamnca k parler aux capucins, 

tohapeau bae, et k chanter des Psaumes. lis out pourtsnt 
Ae condamn^ & etre bruits vifa 4 la pluraliti^ de quiuze 
▼oix contre dix ; et malgrc un excellent luemoire, compose 
Ml leur faveur par huit avocats celebrea de Paris. II n'y a 
rien d'exagere, Madame, dana tout ce que j'ay Thonneur 
VOU3 dire. On n'a reproche a ces infortuD^s, on n'a allegue 
contre eux, que dca paroles, et dea indecences, qui raeri- 
taient deux jours de prison. Le plus vieux de ces jeunes 
gens avait vingt et un ans. C'etoit Ic Chevalier de la 
Barre, d'une ancienne maison, petit-fils d'un general, et 
qui le serait devenu luy memo. II est mort avec un 

I courage tranquille, coinme Socrate ; une telle liorrour eat 
digue du douzieme aiecle. L'lnquiaition de Portugal no 
Berait paa si cruelle, quand il s'agit de la vie dea homines. 
Quinze voix Fanatiques nc devraient paa suSiire contre dix 
■ages. On a protendu, que le parleinent de Paria, aceua^ 
tons les jours de sacrifier la religion i sa haine contre les 
Eveques, a voulu donner un exemple terrible, qui demon- 
trat, combien il est Catolique. Quelle preuve de reli^on ! 
ce n'en eat pas une de raiaon et d'humanite. II n'y a ou 
que le Chevalier de la Barre d'executi^, les autres se sont 
enfuis, au lieu d'aller plonger lenrs mains dans le sang de 
leurs juges. On a bientot oublie cette affaire, selon le 
B^nie de la nation, et de la plua part dea lioiiimes. Ou a 
T^ a Topera comique ; on a soupe avec des Giles d'opera ; a 
iprechei on a fait des romans; et o'est ainsi, que va le 
H 2 
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monde, tandis qii'i Gotha la bonte, Tequit^, la generosite 
regnent. Je mo mets aux pieda de Votre Altesse Sere- 
t, avec respect, etc. 

V. 



aux Delices, U 22 Ort. 
Madamo, 

II ne reste A moy pauvro perclua que la liberte de la 
main droite pour romereicr voire AlteBse SerentBsime. Je 
connois tons les manifeetes i1u Roy de PruBse: le meilleur^ 
ce qu'on dit, est une bataille gagnee an comraenceraent du 
mois, vers les frontierea de la Bobeme. Voyla dt?ji environ 
vingt mille bommes morta pour cette querolle, dans laquelle 
aucun d'eux n'avait la moindre part. C'est encore un dea 
agrdmenta du meilleur des mondee poBsibles. Quellea 
miacrea! et quellea horreurs! La meilleure de toutes lea 
demeures poHsiblea est certainement celle de Gotba, et ja 
aaia bien quelle eat la meilleure dea princesses possibles. 

Conservez, Madame, la paix de vos etats, comme reus 
eonservez colle de votre ame. Je suis toujours dana oette 
Hermitage ai pretieuse pour moy, puisqu'il a ete habite par 
un prince dont le souvenir m'oat si cher. Je croia aes 
freres deja en ^tat de faire gouter k leur mere le plaiair de 
voir leurs progres; je serai attache pour jamais a cette 
auguste famille. Je m'interesse bien plus a Gotha qu"a 
Pirna. Jo supplie la grande Maitrease dea coeurs, de 
repondre de mos sentiments, et de mon profond respect pour 
Votre Altesae SerenisHime. 

V. 
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aux DeliceSf le 27 Natemb. 1758. 
Madame, 

II 7 a trop long temps pour mon coeur, que je n*a7 
eu rhonneur d'^ecrire k Votre Altesse Serenissime. Par- 
donnez k la deplorable sante d''un vieux Suisse. Je n^en ay 
pas pris moins d'interet k tout ce qui vous regarde. Je 
demandais k tous les AUemands qui venaient dans nos 
montagnes, si les armies n'*avaient point passe sur votre 
territoire; si on n^avait point fait quelque extorsion dans 
Altenbourg, selon ne nouveau droit des gens de ce temps 
C7» J^ay dit cent fois, malheureux Leipsik! malheureux 
Dresdel mais que je ne dise jamais malheureux Grotha! 
Les succes ont done et^ balances Tannee 1758, et le seront 
probablement encore Fannee prochaine, et Tannee d'*apres, 
et Dieu sait quand les malheurs du genre humain finiront. 
.Plus que je vois ces horreurs, plus je m^enfonce dans la 
retraite. J'^appuye ma gauche au mont Jura^ ma droite 
aux Alpes, et j'*ay le lac du Geneve au devant de mon 
camp ; un bon chateau sur les limites de la France, Thermi- 
tage des delices au territoire de Geneve, une bonne maison 
k Lausanne, rampant ainsi d^une taniere dans Tautre, je me 
sauve des Bois, et des armees, soit combinees, soit non 
combin^es. Malheur k qui a des terres depuis le Rhin 
jusqu'^A la Vistule. J'espere qu'^au moins Vos Altesses 
Serenissimes seront tranquilles cet hiver. Votre prudence 
fera le bonheur de vos sujets et detournera Forage de vos 
Etats. Je me mets aux pieds de votre auguste famille. 
Je joins mes jeremiades k celles que fait avec Tesprit la 
grande Maitresse des coeurs; je salue le forest de Turinge. 
Je supplie Votre Altesse Serenissime de ne jamais oublier 
le bon vieux Suisse, qui luy est attache si tendrement avec 
le plus profond respect. 

V. 
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<(« Chateau de Ferneii, le 9 Not. ITfil. 
Madame, 

Tant que je serai encore au nombre dee vivants, je 
serai dans celuy des adorateurs de vos vertus et dee cceurs 
reconnaissanta, remplis de vos bontea. J'arrache rarement 
a moil etat de malade quolques moments, ou je puisse 
ecrire, car je suia presque toujours reduit a me faire lire, et 
k dieter; maia que puis-je dieter, que des lamentatious de 
Jeremie aur ma pauvre patrie, qui etait si florissante il y a 
quelquea annees, et qui est k present un objet de piti^. 
J'ay dictc pourtant une tragedie bonne ou mauvaiae, que je 
conipto avoir Thonnaur d'envoyer dana quelquea semaines it 
Votre AUesse Serenissime. Que ne puis-je avoir du moina 
la consolation de Tamuaer quelcjue moments, puiaque celle 
d'etre a aea pieds a Gotha, m'eat refusee. 

II nie parait, Madame, que le roy d'Angleterre, en 
faisant un choix, n'a pas donne la Pomme a la plus belh; 
car quoy que toutes les Reinea Boient toujours Bans con- 
tredire, des prodiges do beaute, cependant je connais one 
Princesae, qui autant que je m'en aoui-ieiiB, doit Teraporter 
Bur les reines marieea et a marier. J'ay peur que le Roy 
d'Angleterre n'ait pas ete ausai bien aervi dana ses amours 
qu'a la guerre. 

Je Buis entoure de Rusaes, qui disent qu'ils prendront 
Colberg, et d'Alleinands, qui assurent, que le siege eet l^ve. 
Je suia comnie oelui qui dieait, lea una croient le Dinal 
Vicaire mort, les autres le croient vivant, et moy je ne 
croia ni Tun ni I'autre. 

II y a une ode d'un Suisse de Berne contre toua lea 
poys, qui sont en guerre ; il lea traite toua de Brigands, et 
de perturbateurs du repos public. II y a dans cet ouvrage 
des morceaux terribles. Cela ne nous regarde pae nous 
autres pauvres Fran9ais, car nous n'avons pas fait grand 
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mal. Que Voire Altesie Seremsaime cbugne agr^ le 
profond respeot du Suisse. 

V. 



Madame, le 21 May^ 1762, aux Delices. 

J'^aj ete sur le point d'*aller voir si Ton fait autant 
de sottises dans Fautre monde que dans celui-cy. Tronchain 
et la nature m'^ont fait differer le voyage. Voila ce qui m'*a 
priv^ de Thonneur d'eerire k Votre Altesse Serenissime. 
Je la suppose actuellement entouree d^officiers Fran9ois, qui 
lui font la cour en attendant que des Prussiens viennent se 
presenter k son audience ; car il me parait, que toutes les 
nations font ce qu'*elles peuvent, pour venir vous faire leur 
reverence, et que vous nWez pas toujours le choix. Les 
Russes pourront bien venir aussi a Gotha prendre des le9ons 
de Politesse. 

Serieusement Madame, j'*aime mieux le temps ou j^^tais 
si paisiUe dans votre palais, et ou il n^ avait dans vos etats 
d^autres troupes que les votres. Votre Altesse Serenissime 
permettra-t-elle, que je prenne la liberte de lui adresser ma 
reponse d Madame la Comtesse de Bassewitz. Je ne sais 
ou la prendre et j^ignore a quelle arm^e appartient actuelle- 
ment son chateau. Dieu veuille renvoyer bientot k la 
culture de la terre tant de gens, qui la desolent, et qui 
Tensanglantenent, sans savoir pourquoi! On dit que, si 
nous avions la paix, j'*aurais le bonheur de voir a Geneve 
les Princes vos fils. Ce serait pour moi la plus grande des 
consolations dans la douleur ou je suis de sentir que je suis 
prive, probablement pour jamais, de la presence de leur 
adorable mere. Cette paix me parait encore bien eIoign6e. 
Le feu a pris aux deux bouts de TEurope. Ou bat le 
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tambour depuia Gibraltar juBqu''a Arcbangel : cela prouve, 
que lee faonitneB sont fous du midi au nord. Que votre 
Augusta faniille soit tranquille au milieu de tant d'orages; 
que la grande Maitressc de oceurs se souvienne du pauvre 
tnnlade; que Votro Altosso ScreuisBluis rB9oive avec sa 
bonte ordinaire mon profond respect, etc. 

V. 



aux Deliceg par Geneve, Man 
Madame. 7pt, 1763. 

Je suia bientot pret de quitter ce monde dont toub 
faites romement. Je ue m'interesae gu^res d lui qu'en cas 
qu'il y ait encore quelques amea comme la votre. Le Roy 
de Prusae y joue un graud role, et je croia que Votre 
Alteaae Serenissime n'a pas et^ fachee, qu'il ait reeiete a 
la inaJBon, qui voua a fait perdre votre Electorat. 11 a 
acquis une gloire immortelle. Je connois une nation, qui 
no pourra pae dire autant d'elle; mais on dit que nous 
avona a Paris un Opera Coraique, qui est fort bon, et cela 
aufRt. Si noua u'avona paa vaincu tons nos ennemia, nous 
avona du moins cLasse les Jesuttes; c'est un asaez beau 
commencement de ralson; nous finirons peut-etre par nous 
B^parer du Pape, et par nous en tenir a Jean Chriat, sans 
passer par lea mains de son vioaire; mais je serai mort 
avant que ce bienheureux jour arrive. 

Les Calas, dont Votre Altease Ser^niasime a vu les 
menioires, obtionneut enfin justice, et le Conseil du Roy 
ordonno, qu'on revoye lenr proces. C'eat une cbose tres 
rare en France, que des particuliers putsaent parvenir 
k faire casser Tarret d'un Parlement, et il est presque 
incrotable, qu'une famille de proteatans, sans credit, sans 
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argent, dont le p^re et^ rou^ k un bout du rojaume, 
ait pu parvenir k obtenir jnstice. Nous sommes obliges de 
faire une collecte en favour de ces infortunds : les frais de 
justice Bont immenses. Si Votre Altesse S^r^nissime veut 
86 mettre au rang des bienfaiteurs des Galas, elle sera au 
premier rang, et nous serous plus flattes du bienfait, que de 
la Bomme, qui ne doit pas Stre considerable. J'^apprends 
que pendant que tout le monde est en paix, votre nuiison est 
en guerre pour la principaut^ de Meiningen ; je me flatte, 
que votre guerre ne sera pas longue, et que vous la fiuirez 
comme le 'Roy de Prusse, en jouissant de tons vos droits. 
J^aj eu llionneur de voir autrefois, feu Monsieur le Prince 
de Meiningen ; je vous assure, que sa Cour n^etait pas si 
brillante, que celle de Gotha. 

Je ne sais point, Madame, ou demeure Madame la 
Comtesse de Bassewitz, qui vous est si attachee; il faut 
absolument, que je lui ecrive, et je ne sais comment faire 
sans avoir recours k Votre Altesse Serenissime. Je la 
supplie de permettre, que je prenne la liberte de mettre la 
lettre dans ce paquet. On nous a fait esperer, Madame, 
que nous aurions apres la paix, Messieurs les princes, vos 
Enfans, dans notre voisinage; j^aurai du moins la consola- 
tion de faire ma cour k la mere, dans la personne de ces 
Enfans. 

Je me mets aux pieds de toute votre auguste famille, et 
je suis avec le plus profond respect 

Madame 
De Votre Altesse Serenissime 

le tres humble et tres 

obeissaut Serviteur 

Voltaire. 
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The correspondence of the Duchess Louisa with 
Ilelvetius, D'Alembert, Grimm*, and the eim)- 
chyiedistes of that day. was both extensive and 
spiriiueUe. By her admirable tact, the Duke's 
dominions escaped many of the evils, which the 
seven years' war inflicted on most other proximate 
states ; and, notwithstanding her well known friend- 
ship for the King of Prussia, the French were 
delighted with the Duchess, who entertained them 
at her Court with such exquisite taste, that Gotha 
was styled another Versailles. Among its guests 
were Generals Soubise, Caulincourt, le Comte de 
S^e, etc. 

We have already seen how anxious the royal 
families of Pntseia and of France were to form 
alliances with the bouse of Gotha, which is mainly 
to be attributed to the excellent education which 
was given by the Duchess to all her children, and 
to the biglily cultivated manners of her two sons, 
Ernest and Augustus, both much accomplished 
princes. The latter, who inherited bis mother's 
genius, wrote French and German elegantly. 



• Baron de Grimm was reader to the Duke ; wits appointed 
resident miniater of tbe Duke at Paria. In 1703 whs appointed 
rewdent minister at court of Saxony liy tiie Empresa Catliei'ine of 
Busua. His correspondence with Itie Duclicsa wua publiulied in 
four volumes. 
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On Voltaire's receiving a letter from this prince, 
he observet! to some of his Femey friends, " Void 
une leitre d'un jeutie Prince du No>'d, que voua autres 
ignoraaits nommez des barbares." It was stiH more 
uncommon at this period to write the Gennaa 
correctly, much more to write elegantly; in fact, it 
is recorded by most writers of German history, that 
few of the princes of this period were capable of 
corresponding in other than the French language. 

Prince Augustus, however, maintained a constant 
correspondence with Gbthe, Wieland, Herder, &c., 
in his mother tongue. After serving the accus- 
tomed period in the Dutch array (in which the 
house of Saxe Gotha had a regiment), as was usual 
for the fils cadet, lie travelled through Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy. At Rome, he became 
acquainted with the celebrated Ganganelli. This 
Prince, however, did not enjoy good health, and died 
in the prime of life. 

His elder brother. Prince Ernest, succeeded his 
father in 1772, and was in the eighteenth century, 
what Ernest the Pious was in the seventeenth. He 
was a sound scholar, had studied Jzis Gentium under 
Piitter, the sciences under Lichtenberg, and was an 
elegant classic. He spoke Latin with facility, and 
with great pleasure; but was extremely annoyed by 
persons making grammatical errors, which he soon 
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detected, and was accustomed, by way of reproof, 
to observe, " I have learned iiiy ' Casmn,'" the com- 
mon expression of German students. Even when 
reigning Duke, he had a Greek professor to read 
Homer with him. He spoke French and English 
wel), and also the Italian, though less perfectly. 

He started on the Grand Tour with his brother 
Augustus in 17(i6, and, after travelling through 
Germany and the Rhine Provinces, went through 
Belgium to Calais, and crossed over to England, 
where he remained four or five months. He like- 
wise visited the Highlands of Scotland. In his 
letters to the Duchess of Gotha, he declared himself 
quite embarrassed with the splendour of the Court 
of St. James's, and the attentions of his Koyal 
relatives. From London he went to Paris on a 
visit to Lewis XV., and, on his return to Gotha, 
married (1769) a Princess of Meiningen (Maria 
Chariotte Amelia). This union, however, was not 
a happy one, and the Duke sought distraction in 
study, giving himself up almost entirely to scientific 
pursuits, especially astronomy, in which he was 
extremely proficient, and upon which he wrote 
several works, and constructed also some solar tables, 
which are to be found in Baron de Zachs' astrono- 
mical correspondence. 

He made a second journey to England, for the 
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express purpose of parchasing astionomical instru- 
ments, and obtaining information relative to the 
foundation of an Observatory, with whose construc- 
tion he was employed, and which has since become 
very celebrated for its astronomers. 

In his political opinions he was most liberal, and 
a strenuous advocate for free constitutional govern- 
ment. He watched the progress of the American 
war, as well as the French Revolution, with intense 
interest: and to such a pitch did he carry his cosmo- 
politan and philanthropic ideas, that he was on the 
point of resigning his government, and going to 
America to live as a private citizen, and was with 
difficulty prevented putting his plan into execution. 
Many of his views were no doubt derived from his 
association with Voltaire, Diderot, D'Alembert, 
Rousseau, &c., who were introduced to him by 
Baron de Grimm, and whom he frequently met 
during his stay in Paris, at the house of Madame 
Geoffrin. It was with great reluctance that he 
furnished his contingent of troops to the German 
alliance, to be employed in favour of the Bourbons. 

In his early youth he formed a romantic attach- 
ment for a Mademoiselle de Ruxleben, a lady of 
excellent family, and, had it been possible, would 
have married her. The lady was sent to England 
to be out of the way, where her great beauty 
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attracted the notice of the Prince of Wales, after- 
wards George IV., by whom she had a son, who was 
brought up in Gotha. and whose family still reside 
there. 

The Duke was much attached to Free-masonry, 
and was Grand Master of Germany. He took like- 
wise much interest in the stage, and, during his 
reign, Eckliotf and Iffland were employed at Gotha. 

All the literary and scientific institutions of 
Gotha, the public library, the schools, &c., received 
important benefits at his hands. He died* uni- 
versally regretted, in 1804, and was succeeded 
by bis eldest son, Auguste Emile, who, witliout 
exception, was one of the most accomplislied 
princes of that period. He received his early 
education at Geneva, and, subsequently, mixed 
with the cleverest men of the age. His acquaint- 
ance with the literature of all countries was most 
extensive. He was himself a great antiquarian; an 
admirable French scholar; and the fertility of his 
imagination, the richness and brilliancy of his style, 
are sufficiently exemplified in the compositions 
which he has left behind. 



• Those who would peruse an elegant piece of LatiD compoaititm 
should read the eulogium on the Duke, by Matthic, contained in 
his " VermiachU Sdiriflai." 
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The following morceanjup are extracts from his 
work, entitled Ein Jahr in Arkadien or KyUenion^ 
which consists of twelve idylls, to which are pre- 
fixed the names of the Athenian months. Some of 
the poems are set to mnsic by Weber, Himmel, and 
by the Duke himself, who, amongst other accom- 
plishments, was a good musician. 
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PROEM lUM TO THE OYLLENION, 

OR "bin jabb in abkadif.n." 

1805, Bvo. 

Kannst Du den Fhig mit raer, o Frenndinn, wagen 
Aufk'icLten Scliwingi'n zu dcrDichtuog Au'n? 
Roxch aollen Dieli die Purpurschwaoe tragen ; 
Ornngenduft soil eiifs hemiedei thau'n. 
Leicht trenn 'Aurorens Saum der goldae Wagen ; 
Ihn wird der Ilorcn Schaar bewnndemd scliaii'n. 
Nichta 8i>l der Reise Oiitterluft Dir triiben ; 
Eagt ! Dir will ich zaiibcr iibi'ii ! 



Entfleiich deB schwiilen Taf;ea l>aiigeii Sorgen, 
Triif^ Dich der Freundschaft Schwanenpaai ! 
Trank Deipen Biitk im Purper auhoncr Morgcn ; 
Jnemin-Oranaten flochte Dir iiia Haar. 
Nimm ! Dir will ich Euterpena Chelya borgen ; 
Ougtimiiit und reia ist ihrcr Saitua Paar. 
Ergruitrn muaa ich meinor Schwanc Ziigel ; 
Reich mil die Hand ! Wir eind aut meinem Hiigel. 



I. Du schwuret, du woltU.'st Komtncu 
Sobald der Lenz die Walder griint ; — 
Der Lens griint langat die Walder, 
Und ach ! du weilst nouh feme. 
II. Du schwurst, du wolltest Kommen, 
Sobald die Taulie sehnend girrt ; 
Die Tanbo hat gegirret, 
Und ach ! du weilat noch feme. 

III, Du echwurst, du woUteat Kommeu, 
Sobald die Rebe abndend zahrt; 
Die Rebe hat gcziihret, 

Und ach ! du weilst noch feme. 

IV. Dit schwurst, du wolltest Kommen, 
Sobald die Apfclbliihte ros't ; 

Die Bliithe hat geroset, 

Und ach ! du weilst noch feme! 



AUOUSTE EMILE. 113 

PROEMIUM TO THE OYLLENION, 

OR ^^ONB TBAB Df ARCADIA." 
1805. 



Dar*st tbou with me, fiur friend, the flight essay 
On light wings soaring to the land of song ? 
Swift shall the purple swans bear thee away, 
The orange blossom's fragrance lead thee on. 
Aurora's bounds the golden car without delay 
Shall leave behind, the hours wondering stand, 
Thy flight's divinest joy no grief shall stay; 
Hasten undaunted, or I'll charm thee with my wand. 



Flee from the anxious cares of sultry day, 
The swans of faithful friendship wait for thee. 
Let thine eye drink the morning's golden ray. 
And braided in thy hair should the sweet jasmine be. 
Come, in thy hand Euterpe's chalice will I lay. 
Clear and harmonious the binal strings are tunqd. 
My swanis, impatient, brook no more delay ; 
Beach me thy hand, my flight must be resumed. 

4t » » » » 

I. Thou promised to come here,. 

When spring's green had clothed the woods ; 
Now the woods are green with spring. 
And alas! thou linger st still. 

II. Thou promised to come here. 

When the longing dove should coo ; 
The longing dove hath coo'd, 
But alas ! thou linger'st still. 

III. Thou promised to come here, 

When the vine -tree shed its tears ; 
The vine-tree long has wept. 
And alas ! thou linger'st still. 

lY. Thou promised to come here, 
Ere the apple roses fell ; 
The apple rose has fallen. 
But alas ! thou linger'st stilL 
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He wrote a fairy tale, likewise called Polidonia, 
and many romances and descriptive pieces, dis- 
playing the most luxuriant fancy. Madame de 
Stael paid the Duke a visit at Gotha, while Here- 
ditary Prince, and subsequently corresponded with 
hiiu. Her letters, however, which we have had the 
opportunity of reading, are remarkable only for 
their careless and inelegant style. Tliey are ex- 
tremely mystified, and in a scrawl that would 
disgrace a Paris grisette. Ces deua,- grands esprits, 
however, did not harmonize, and Madame de Stael 
purposely omitted all mention of Gotha and the 
Duke, in ter work on Germany, although, as 
Eichstiidt remarks, she had passim etiam iUaudaH 
laudantur. 

It is attributed by some to the jeu^ d'esprit, 
which the Duke frequently made, and sometimea 
at the fair author's expense, who, all the world 
knows, was very ugly. On one occasion, Madame de 
Stael made some remark upon the Duke's largeness 
of head and bust. The Duke replied, Oui Madame, 
tnais si j'ai le buste, vous avez le PiEaiESTAL {pied de 
Stael). 

It may be more properly attributed to the over^ 
weening pride and vanity of the French woman, 
who was too fond of affecting the Mentor with 
princes, and of volunteering her sage counaels. 
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The last letter which the Duke wrote to Madame 
de Stael was in reply to a eutogium of hers on 
Chateaubriand and Werner, both of whose worlts 
the Duke criticizes with much judgment. 

Le desir irresistible d'ccban^er malico contro malice, 
gaite contre gaite, lo dosir de me barrieader derrit're lea 
arabesques de I'imagination, ot Tarmet d'uiie audacieuse 
bonne humeur, le besoin deniousser le sel poignant et 
brillaiit de votre satyre de la fondre, par les averses de mes 
phrases, m'ont fait mallioureiiBenient oublier la flocho la plus 
dangereuse de votre ricbo carquois. Est-ce votre serioux, 
on bien snis-je autorise a prendre, trop dangereuse aniie, 
le contreseiiB de vos phrases si artistement dressees comme 
autant de pieges a ma bouhomniie germaino! Je reato 
stup^fie, aspliixie, anuthtle; il me faut lee bluettes, leB 
meandres eblouissans, les crispatious tourbillonn antes du 
vertige pour me faire revenir a Texistenco. J'ouvre une 
grande bouche ebahie, je frotte d''uiie main mal~adroite ce 
front, ces yeux eblouis d'une nouvello Uimiere: je in'efforce 
de savoir le pouiquoi de tout co qui ni'environne et le 
comment de ma jeune existence, et mes yeux fixeut toujours 
oette fenille cherie, restee entre mes doigts glaces, lorsque jo 
distingue les lettrcs, les mots, Ics sens, les sens de ce 
memorable ecrit. Le desir de lire ce fanieux chant dixieme, 
Bur une Prctresse Druide, est lo premier desir qui marque 
ma seconde naissance. Je lis, je doute, je souris, je reste 
Bcandalis^ cheque; d'abord ce n'est point un chant; puis 
n'y a point de rapport entre une Vierge, une druidesse 
cette Vell^da sortie de la cervelle blaspheuiatrice du gcbuj 
fane, du gout baroque de Toriginalite lutetienne d« 
bomme scribabonde qui hache, assaisoniie de figures, et 
meie dans see melanges scandalouse, ce qu'il y a de plus 
1 S 
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sacfe, de plus faotasque, de plus pueril et de plus Taiigeux. 
A quoi bon cette erudition! Cea Cliretiena, ces Payens ne 
parlaient pas ainai. Grand Dieu! quelle religion! quelle 
morale! quelles scenes! quelles images! Qu'une vicrge 
payenno, peinte par uu fram^ais, parle, agisee, coiiime une 
bruto immoude, comme une prostituee lutetieune, soil: je 
Tois ces deteetablea crajons cntro lea doigts ronges de lepre 
et de goutte d'un Pariaieu. Les crie Bont les cris de 
I'onftgrB; les ^^ngnemens aniioncent le aanglier. Un 
hoinme sana amour, sans ivresse, sans le delire de quelquc 
poison masculin, vlole, deshonore, souLIle'rinnocence d'une 
fille aauvage, haletant comme Tanimal apresce lascif contact. 
Be livre comme un inBenee a cet hymen et opprobre et 
d'impiete formee par I'enfer et le plus detestable contraate, 
■oit encore ! cela reveille, eela epice une ^me de fumier, un 
cceur gangren^, un esprit pestifere; mais j"ai fremi, j'u 
ploure de honte: non ma bonne soeur, vous avez voulu 
citor un autre ouvrage, un autre cbapitre, une autre 
Druidesse, un autre chant. Non, c^eat ce qu'il j a 
do plua pur, de plus grand, de plus uoble, quo vous aveic 
voulu offrir comme la cremo de la candour, comme le micl 
de Tamour, comme le baiser de la pais a votre frere, 
Pardonnez, ah pardonnez, ai j'ai ete interdit par cette courte 
erreur, ou bien comme I'ange de Tepreuve se sort des pech& 
de Terreur pour reveiller la ferveur dea cceurs dea fidclea, 
Tous avez, charmante Louiainka, arm^ de grands reputa- 
tions, voulu Bonder d'un doigt sororal loa replis lea plus 
caches du fond de inon ccEur. Je raugia d'avoir ete la dupe 
de ce jeu hardi, et vous aerrant en pleurant centre mon 
cceur repentant, je vous supplie de pardonner cette courte 
injuatice a Textreme irrilabillte do mon etre. Ne cesaez 
point de ra'ainicr, ct daigiiez croire, que je vous eatime et 
vous admire trop, pour voua croire capable d'autoriser una 
myaticite idolatre et fantasque, un gout pueril et surcharge, 
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qiii n'eet ni de la poesie ni de 1a religion, ni de la satyre. ni 
du pathos. Non, une erreur a cte la cause de cette citation, 
comme uno plaiBanterie un peu inhuraaine est la cause de 
ce que vouB ae dites Bur Tauteur dea^U de la vatlfe, de la 
eroix aa iord de la met Baltique, de lAither, de Vanda, 
tTAttila. Je serais tente de dire: j'ai lu Vanda, helas! j'ai 
lu TAttila, helas! si vous aimez r^ellemeiit cet auteur, 
mettez lui de par lo St. Esprit dea espHts saints, le hold. 
Je ne suis point injuste envera Werner. C'eat uq niarchand 
qui a fait banqueroute, et qui vend ses garde-boutiques, nn 
peu retapes par Tecole et la mode, pour les ducats dea 
entrepreneurs et les applaudissemens bruyants et iiisensea da 
Paradia: aussi Paradis y a-t-il partout. Mais je vous vois 
faire a lua lettre la mine, que me font faire les etemites a 
cinq eternitea do votre soi-disant protege. En voua suppli- 
ant, que les bellea choaea que voua me dites dans votre 
demiera lettre sur I'originalite de mon esprit, sur sa profon- 
deur, son lomineux, soient plus vraies et plus serieuses, que 
Ces eloges; adieu, adorable Louisinka, croyez-, qu'on pent 
(tre Prince Allemand et avoir le sens commun. Pour le 
bon gout, j'en ai donne plus d''uiie preuve en vous aimant, 
en vous admirant, bien plus vous memo que le limbe qui 
voua environne, en resistant autant a vos eloges qu'a vos 
Batyres, ce qui peut-ctre n'eat qu'uu; j'ai prouve, et bien 
prouve autant TincoiTuptibilite, que la Constance ferme de 
mon caractere. Adieu done, oharmante amie, un aourire, 
an mot sororal, me ferout bientot oublior ces picotemena 
passagers de votre satyre. Je baise vos belles mains en me 
nommant avec la plus juste fierte ma sceur. 

Votre frere, votre ami 
Em ILK. 
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The Duke's political life is chiefly remarkable 
from his connexion with Napoleoii, ■whose part he 
espoused after the battles of Jena and Auerstadt, 
joining the Rhine-Bund with the other Princes of 
the Eraestinian line, and furnishing a contingent of 
one thousand men, who took part in the battles of 
the Tyrol against Austria. 

At their first interview the Emperor inquired 
the number of the Duke's subjects, to which the 
Duke replied, "That which your Majesty may 
command." On another occasion, when Napoleon 
was to pass through Gotha, he requested the Duke 
to make no public preparation or ceremony. The 
Duke, however, ordered general illuminations, and 
royal salutes to be fired. The Emperor, bearing 
the cannon, reminded the Duke of his express wish 
to be received without display, and inquired why 
the guns were fired? "Sire," answered tbe Duke, 
*' cest la settle occasion que votes aurez ^entendre mm 
ariiSerie" 

The Duke was a great favourite of the Emperor, 
who remitted the fine of one million seven hundred 
thousand francs which had been imposed upon the 
Duchy, in common with the others, after the battle 
of Jena. There are an infinity of anecdotes related 
of this Prince. He was very fond of practising 
innocent deceptions upon bis courtiers, but more 
especially upon the Savants and Professors. 



I 



HATTEN-KoNia. 119 

Haviug had a long discussion with Professor 
Jacobs (who was hie Voltaire) concerning the 
curious phenomenon of tho Itatten-Konig, of whose 
reality the learned Professor much doubted; the 
Duke, being rather annoyed, expressed bis astonish- 
ment at the Professor's being ignorant of a pheno- 
menon which, he declared, was known even to the 
ancients. The Professor took his leave. The fol- 
lowing mornuig the Duke sent for another Profes- 
sor, and requested to be furnished with some 
quotation from a Greek or Latin author to corro- 
borate his assertion. The Professor answered, that 
it was not possible, since the rat was unknown to 
the ancients, being introduced into Europe from 
America. The Duke however, bent, if possible, 
upon mystifying the learned Jacobs, made a drawing 
representative of the Ratteiv-Kiinig, in a circular 
form, and insisted upon tlie Professor's writing a 
Greek description round it, which was done. The 
Duke sent this to his brother, Prince Frederick, 
then residing in Rome, and desired hira to have the 
drawing sculptured on a vase, with the inscription, 
&c., as much like an antique as possible. This wish 
was comphed with, and the urn packed up, and sent 
to Gotha. On its arrival, the Duke sent for Profes- 
sor Jacobs to assist in unpacking a case of antiques, 
amongst which, the Duke, with well-fuigned surprise. 
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triumphantly iwiuted out the pseudo-antique, which 
seemed to corroborate 80 incontestibly the point at 
isBue. 

The Duke, however, though eccentric was amau 
of Bouud judgment, and by nature gifted with high 
reasoning powers. We give, in illustration of this, 
a letter written by the Duke to the Baron de Zach, 
his astronomer. 

Je ne tuis ni aitronome, tii physicien*, mais il me 
seinble sin^lier, qu'en parlaut d^tmosphere de la lune, Ton 
((''imagine ou I'on suppose, qu'elle eet uu fluide k peu-pres 
comme celui qui entoure notre terre, taudis qu''il est aeaez 
probable qu'elle est de toute autre nature. On dit il n'y a 
point d'atmospliere dans la lune, parceque en tout terns ou 
y voit tous lea objets, leB taches claires nai obscures, lea 
montagnes, lea vallona, les crateres, etc., toujoura aree la 
mcme clarte et nettet^. Notre atmosphere, il est vrai, de 
tema en terns se fige, se coagule, si j'oao aiusi parler, elle ae 
trouble, pcrd sa tranaparence, devient opaque, ofiiisque, et 
cache les objeta qu'elle recouvre dans cet etat de decompo- 
sition. Mais quelies sont le preuves qui nous portent i 
croire, que la m^me choae arrive k Tatmosphere de la lune! 
N'avona-nouB pas doe regions sur notre globe, comoie par 
exemple TEgypte, ou notre atmoaphere roste toujours dia- 
phane, tandis que d'autres, comme les pays circumpolaires, 
Bont continuellement enveloppees de nuages et de brouillards 
epais. Par quelies raisons suppoae-t-on que Tatmospbere 



• II aerait I'uu et I'liutn;, a'il le voulait. Sa lectui-e, 
n eeprit original, et sod erudition tiennuut dtt prodige. 
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de la lune floit suroharg^ <m ae decompose en vapeun denies 
comme celles de notre atmosphere ! II est plutot k presu- 
mer, que la Imie est entour^ d'^une atmosphere infinement 
plus subtile que la ndtre. Pendant quinze jours de suite le 
soleil eclaire et echauffe oontinuellement cet hemisphere de 
la lune, qui est toujours toum^ yen nous. Cet astre actif, 
ne dissiperait-il pas toutes ces exhalaisons, toutes ces 
yapeurs, s^il y en a, ne les chasserait-il pas dans cet autre 
hemisphere oppose, ou elles s^accumuleraient, se condense- 
raient pendant des nuits quinze fois plus longues que les 
notres? Si dans les regions de notre terre, qui ont le soleil 
au zenith, il j dardait ses rayons enflamm^ pendant quinze 
jours de suite, comme il le fait dans la lune, notre atmo- 
sphere ne changerait-elle pas ! ne deviendrait-elle pas toute 
autre qu^elle n''est dans son ^tat actuel i Ne se rarefierait- 
elle pas k un poini, qu'^elle ne serait plus respirable pour des 
etres organist comme nous! nous ne pourrions plus y 
exister, les animaux, les plantes, toutes les productions de 
la nature anim^e et agissante y periraient immanquable- 
ment; une atmosphere si rarefi^e, si subtile, loin de temir 
ou d^offusquer les objets qu^on verrait k travers, en rehaus* 
serait peut-etre encore T^clat et la nettete. Cest ainsi que 
les joualliers Indiens, pour ^prouver la beaute des pierres 
precieuses, pour bien reconnaitre les vrais diamans et autres 
Crom^alides des fausses, les enduissent, ou les mettent dans 
rhuile de Ben, de Quassia, qui ne se fige jamais, ou dans 
des especes de Naphtes, c'^est a travers ces atmospheres pour 
ainsi dire, artificielles, qu'^ils voient et jugent le mieux 
r^clat, la beaute, la perfection, la belle eau et le prix de ces 
pierres fines, etc. 
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The Duke first married Louisa, daughter of 
Frederick Francis, Duke of Mecklenberg-Schwerin, 
and iu 1802, Caroline Amelia, Princess of Hesse. 
By his firat consort, who died 1801, he had one 
daughter, Dorothea Louisa, bom December 21st, 
1800, who was married to Duke Ernest of Coburg- 
Saalfeld, and became the mother of the two Princes, 
Albert and Ernest, of Saxe Gotha. The Duke 
died, without male issue, in 1822, and was succeeded 
by his brother, 

Frederick IV., whose early life had been spent 
in the service of Holland; he served in the cam- 
paigns against the French, where he received a 
wound in the head, which ultimately caused his 
death. He spent the greater part of his time in 
Italy, being a great lover of the fine arts. He 
himself was no contemptible poet, and had a great 
taste for music ; he was likewise well skilled in 
antiquarian lore. 

During his stay in Italy he became a convert to 
the Roman Catholic faith, and, consequently, by the 
laws of the duchy, could take no part in eccle- 
siastical affairs. But, in addition to this, soon after 
his return from Italy, his health became such as to 
totally incapacitate him from taking any part in the 
government of the duchy, which was canied on 
entirely by the minister, De Lindenau. The Duke 
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(lied in 1825, without issue, and the govcmraent 
was conducted by a joint regency of the Dukes of 
Meiningen, Coburg, and HUdburghausen, for nearly 
a twelvemonth; after considerable difficulty, tlie 
succession was determined in favour of the Duke of 
Coburg-Saalfeld, when the two duchies became 
united, under the title oi Sa^ce-Coburg Gotha. 



Although the marriage of Prince Leopold of 
Saxe-Coburg with the Princess Charlotte of Wales 
has rendered the name of Coburg more familiar than 
that of Gotha to the English ear, little more jierbaps 
is known, even of the former, beyond the simple 
fact that such principality exists. The nature of 
the connexion between the two families, as well as 
the causes which led to the union of the formerly 
distinct duchies, are not generally understood. In 
concluding our "Memoirs" with some biographical 
notices of the reigning family, furnished to us by 
His Serene Highness* chaplain, Dr. Gensler, we 
shall take the oi)portunity of explaining these points. 

Like Gotha, and, in fact, all the other duchies, 
its early history is extremely complicated, and. 
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though existing as a principality from the thir- 
teenth century, we may consider Ernest the Pious 
a8 the founder of the Ducal Line; his son, Duke 
Albert, taking Coburg, under the same arrangement 
which gave Gotha to Frederick, and Saalfeld to 
John Ernest. Duke Albert, however, died without 
issue in 1699, and, after five-and-thirty years of 
contention between the different surviving branches 
of the family, Coburg was obtained by Prancis Josias 
and Christian Ernest, sons of John Ernest, who, on 
the death of their parent in 1729, reigned jointly, 
removing from Saalfeld to Coburg, and taking the 
title of Dukes of Soive-Coburg Saalfeld. The former 
prince died in 1745, leaving his brother sole pos- 
sessor of the duchy. This Duke first established 
the law of primogeniture in Coburg. He was much 
beloved by his subjects, as well as by the princes of 
the surrounding duchies, and, from his wisdom and 
high integrity, was chosen the guardian of several 
minors of the ducal houses of Saxony. The Duke 
had four sons. By the marriage of the eldest, 
Ernest Frederick, with the Princess Antoinette of 
Brunswick, (sister to the celebrated Prince Ferdi- 
nand, as also to the Queen of Denmark, and to 
the consort of Frederick the Great,) the house of 
Cob urg-Saal fold became allied with some of the 
principal reigning families of Europe. 



FREDERICK JOSIAS OF SAXE-COBURO. 

The younger eons of the Duke embraced the 
profeesion of amis. Prijice Christian entered the 
service of Austria, and obtained many honourable 
distinctions during the seven years' war. Prince 
Adolpfms, colonel of a Saxon regiment, fell in the 
first Silesian war, while young. The fourth and 
youngest sou, Frederick Josias, was so celebrated a 
military commander, that wc are induced to present 
an extract from his Biography by Mr. Shoberl. 

" He entered, at the beginning of the seven 
years' war, into the A ustrian service. Though then 
very young, the Empress-Queen, Maria Theresa, 
intrusted him with the command of the Anspach 
regiment of Cuirassiers. He signalized himself by 
his courage in various engagements, and was 
wounded in the battle of Collin, Highly esteemed 
by the Imperial Court for his mild, amiable cha- 
racter, his valour, probity, and talents, he soon 
arrived at promotions and honours. Both in 
Gallicia and Hungary, where he was invested with 
the chief military command, an appointment of very 
great importance, he was beloved and respected; 
indeed, his memory is still revered by the Hunga- 
rians, who have not forgotten the protection which 
he afforded, to the utmost of his power, to the 
numerous Protestants resident in that country. 

When the Emperor Joseph H. commenced the 
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last Tarkieh war, he assembled a particularly fine 
army of near one hundred thousand men, and 
directed his efforts to the reduction of Belgrade. 
This array was commanded, under the Emperor, by 
Field-Marshal Laudnhn. The Prince of Coburg 
was placed at the head of a corps of eighteen 
thousand men, destined partly to cover the grand 
anny, and partly to make a division in Wallachia 
and Moldavia, by which also it was designed to 
establish a communication wiih the Russians, whose 
main force was engaged with Oczakow, and some 
other fortresses. At the same time that the Prince 
was detached with his corps from the Austrian 
grand army. General Suwaroff was detached with 
the like views from the Russian. The service 
upon which these two distinguished commanders 
were sent soon produced an intimate friendship 
between them, which death alone interrupted. To 
them belongs the glory of the highly brilliant 
campaign, whicli brought the war to such a speedy 
termination. 

Continually united in their operations, they 
reduced the whole of Moldavia and Wallachia, and 
repeatedly vanquished the army of the Grand 
Vizier, though four times as strong as their own. 
The most decisive of the victories occurred at 
Foeksan and Martinesti. While Coburg and 
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Suwarofl" were thus gaiaing Tictory after victory, 
and deciding the issue of the M'ar, the imperial 
grand army liad uselessly lost the flower of its 
troops in unimportant actions, and hy disease, and 
was therefore compelled to relinquish the honour of 
the campaign to Prince Josias alone. The Emj>eror 
then appointed the Prince to conduct the nego- 
tiations for peace with the Porte, and rewarded- 
his services with the rank of Field-Marshal, and 
the Grand Cross of the Order of Maria Theresa, 
instituted for military merit; a distinction the 
more valuable on account of the difficulty of 
earning it, and the sparing hand with which it was 
conferred. 

About this time commenced the war of the 
French Revolution, and the troubles in the Nether- 
lands. Leopold, who had now ascended the impe- 
rial throne, summoned the Prince of Coburg to 
the chief command of the allied army in the 
Netherlands, on which occasion the Prince was 
also nominated Field-Marshal of the Empire. With 
this appointment no commander, except the Arch- 
duke Charles, has been since invested. The cam- 
pmgn of the Prince, though obstructed by various 
difficulties, partly thrown in the way by the court 
of Vienna itself, was nevertheless attended with 
the best success against the French. The young 
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Ein|ieror, Francis 11., honoured tlie Prince with liia 
confidence in a high degree ; at the same time, the 
latter found means to keep up the best understand- 
ing with the rest of the allies. 

The victory of Neerwinden, the reduction of 
Valenciennes, and other achievements of Prince 
Frederick, are too well known to need recapitu- 
lation. The Emperor Francia rewarded him with 
the diamond star of the Order of Maria Theresa, 
which had been last worn by the renowned 
Laudohn. How terrible the name of Prince 
Frederick had become to the republican French, is 
evinced by the well known form of accusation, 
" Complice de Pitt et Coburg," a form which sealed 
the doom of thousands of unfortunate victims, and 
in which democmcy* associated the names of those 
whom it considered as its two most dangerous 
enemies. 

Prince Frederick resigned the command of the 
army, and Clairfait was appointed his successor; 
but, with the departure of the Prince, fortune also 
seemed to have forsaken the banners of the allies. 
He retired to his native city, where he attained to 
a serene old age, and terminated his glorious career 
in February, 1815, in his seventy-sixth year." 

Duke Ernest Frederick had by his consort, 
Sophia Antoinette of Brunswick, two sons and a 



rRANCIS OF SAXE-COBURG. I2!) 

■daughter. Frmicis, his eldest son, and successor, 
made the science of government his peculiar study. 
With a clear imderstanding he united a truly 
philanthropic spirit and rare attainments, acquired in 
■the indulgence of an ardent passion for the sciences 
and fine arts, of which, till his death, he was a 
Bealous patron and admirer. The Duke first 
married a Princess of Hildhurghausen, and secondly 
I daughter of the Prince of Reuss Ebersdorf, by 
ffhom he had nine children (four sons and five 
daughters). This Princess, by her wisdom and 
tender motherly care, created a family circle so 
Jiappy and so well regulated, as is rarely to be met 
with on the thrones of Europe. The Duke himself 
drew up a systematic plan for the education of his 

iBons, which was first conducted by Couneellor 
Huchen, and subsequently by Colonel von Seigneux. 
It was the Duke's intention that his elder son. 
Prince Ernest, should complete his studies at Got- 
tingen; the unsettled state of Germany, however, 
prevented the fulfilment of his wishes. The Prince 
himself, fired by the brilliant example of his great 

Joncle, the Field-Marshal Josias, was desirous of 
entering the army, and he leceived a military 
Command from the Empress Catherine of Russia, 
and subsequently was appointed, by the Emperor 
-Alexander, General of the Horse Guards. The 
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Prince's sister had become (1796) the consort of the 
Emperor's brother, the Grand Duke Constantino, 
and the connection was still farther strengthened 
by the marriage of another sister in 1798, with the 
Duke of Wurtemberg, brother of the Empress 
Mother. 

In the year 1800, the Prince made the usual 
declaration of faith as a Protestant Prince, and in 
1802, being declared of age by the Emperor of 
Germany, entered upon his public life. The fol- 
lowing year he went to Berlin, to make himself 
practically acquainted with the art of war in all its 
branches, takisg part in the various reviews and 
military movements of the Prussian army. In 1804, 
the Duke travelled through the Rhine provinces 
and Alsace, and, in the following year, accompanied 
his brother Prince Leopold tlirough Moravia, on a 
visit to the Emperor Alexander, and to assume hia 
command in the Russian army. The intrigues of 
Napoleon, however, having compelled the Russians 
to retire, the Duke returned to Berlin, and, early in 
1806, to Cobm-g, when, after the most earnest 
entreaties, having obtained his father's consent to 
his taking an active part in the war, which threat- 
ened every day to break out between France and 
Prussia, he went to the head-quarters of the 
Prussian army at Naumburg, and was with the 
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' King in the neighbourhood of Blankeiiheim when 
the battle of Saalfeld was fought. Tliis battle was 
productive of the most calEimitous consequences to 
the house of Coburg Saalfeld, The reigning Duke 
Francis had retired with his family, for greater 
«urity, from Coburg to Saalfeld, which is situated 
en the northern side of the Thuringian mountains, 
^e castle, however, was stormed by the French, 
nd the ducal family suffered all the miseries which 
the disastrous result of the battle necessarily 
(Dccasioned. 

The Duke, already infirm, did not long survive 
ithe shock, but died a few months after, in the 
beginning of December, Napoleon immediately 
isued a proclamation, declaring the hereditary 
IPrince Ernest (now become reigning Duke) his 
wiemy, and caused his dominions to be taken 
ipoasMsion of. A French intendant and com- 
mandant were sent to execute these orders, who 
seized all the personal property of the Duke, 
imposed a heavy fine upon the country, which had 
already suffered severely by the plunder of the 
troops during the passage of the French army. 

The Duke had accompanied the King of Prussia 
to Weimar: here he took part in the battle of 
Auerstadt, under the Duke of Brunswick, and was 
klmost the sole companion of the King in his flight 
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to Magdeburg. After the battle of Piiltusk, and 
junction of the Russian ami Prussian forces on tbe 
Weichsel, he accompanied the King to Konigsberg 
and Memel. Here the Duke was attacked with a 
nervous fever, then prevalent in the Prussian army, 
brought on by excessive fatigues, and exposure to 
severities of climate. The French attacked Konigs- 
berg, and the Duke was obliged to 6ee. He nearly 
fell a victim to this disease, and only slowly reco- 
vered under the skilful treatment of Hufeland at 
Memel. He was not for some time, however, able 
to take any active part in the military movements 
of the army, but retired to one of the neutral states 
of Austria. Previous to hia departure, he received 
from the King of Prussia the order of the Red 
Eagle, and from the Emperor of Russia the orders 
of St. Alexander Newski, and St. Anne, and also 
the assurance of his duchy being restored to him as 
soon as possible. 

This was not, however, effected until the Peace 
of Tilsit (1807), when the Duke received an invita- 
tion from the Emperor Alexander to meet Napoleon 
at Dresden, and there, at the Emperor's request, 
Napoleon consented to reinstate him in his duke- 
dom, and likewise ordered the two years' revenue, 
and the sums extorted by the French governor, to 
be repaid. Tbe Duke at the same time received 
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from the Emperor Napoleon an invitation to Paris. 
The Duke returned to Coburg on the 2nd of 
July, and was received vnth the greatest demon- 
strations of love and enthusiasm. But everything 
was in a most deplorable state; coffers empty, the 
very furniture of the castle, horses, carriages, plate, 
&c., had all been plundered*. 

The people were likewise in a wretched condi- 
tion. Their distresses first occupied the Duke's 
attention, as all looked to him to bring round a 
better state of affairs, which he happily accom- 
plished. 

Napoleon having repeated his invitation, the 
Duke left at the end of September for Paris, where 
he met with a most friendly reception from the 
Emperor and the Empress Josephine. Napoleon 
promised the Duke, by way of indemnity for the 
losses he had sustained, the greater part of the 
tipper principality of Baireuth; but the affairs of 
Italy, and preparations against Spain, so occupied 
Napoleon, that the Duke returned, after a month's 
absence, vnthout any definitive arrangement having 
been made, and occupied himself with making judi- 



* The temporary difficulties and financial embarrassments arising 
out of these causes, have no doubt originated the absurd and mali- 
cious report of the poverty of the family of Coburg. 



cioue changes in the government of hia duchy, and 
the ditFerent inBtitutions, which were productive of 
much good, and gave general satisfaction. 

The kind friendship of the Emperor Alexander 
induced the Duke to make a journey to St. Petei-s- 
burg (1808), {leaving the administration of the 
duchy to his brother. Prince Leopold,) where he 
met the King of Prussia, and, for the last time, the 
Queen Louisa, in whose favour he stood very high. 

On the renewal of the war between France and 
Austria (1809), the little territory of Coburg was 
a^in exposed to all the miseries attendant on the 
passage of the French troops. Moreover, the cir- 
cumstance of the Duke's brothers, Prince Leopold 
and Prince Ferdinand, occupying distinguished posts 
in the Russian and Austrian armies, served to create 
a distrust of the reigning Duke, which was not 
lessened by the misrepresentations of a dismissed 
minister of the Duke. Napoleon peremptorily 
insisted on the Duke's recalling his two brothers 
home, and sent the Baron de Bacher to watch his 
movements, declaring that, should the brothers be 
made prisoners, they would be tried by a French 
council of war. These demands were not, however, 
complied with, and the Emperor started doubts con- 
cerning the boundaries of the Duke's dominions, 
and threatened to deprive him again of his duchy, 
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observing, Je trouve toujours le nom de Cobourg dans 
le rang de mes enncmis, and tbat be felt released 
from all previoua promises. Tbe province of Bai- 
reutb was given to Bavaria. 

Tbe patriotic and bonourable conduct, however, 
of the three Princes of Coburg, couUl not but inspire 
even Napoleon with respect, and in 1812, previous 
to the breaking out of the war with Russia, when 
tiie Duke arrived in Dresden to assist in tiio poli- 
tical arrangements between the Emperor of Russia, 
King of Prussia, and Napoleon, the latter excused 
himself to the Duke for not having kept his pro- 
mise in reference to the province of Baireuth, and 
paid him marked attention. Here, however, the 
seeds of that alliance were sown which subsequently 
broke the power of Napoleon. Tbe summer of 
1812 the Duke passed at Toplitz witli the King 
of Prussia, and tho winter at Potsdam. On bis 
return, he found the vanguard of tbe Italian army, 
under General Bertrand, quartered in Coburg, and 
it required the greatest activity and prudence on tbe 
part of the Duke, who was an object of susjiicion to 
the French generals, to prevent the ill treatment of 
his subjects. 

The time had now arrived when the Treaty of 
Tilsit was considered as annulled. The battle of 
Lcipsig was fatal to Napoleon's influence, and 



130 



reanimated the whole of Gentiany, The Duke 
of Coburg and his brothers, Princes Leopold and 
Ferdinand, who had both taken a most active part 
against Najioleou, were among the first to aid in the 
<?mancipation of their country. The Duke raised 
a body of troops, and joined the allies at Frankfort, 
where he received the command of the 5th Corps 
of the German army, aud was charged with the 
organisation of the military forces in the grand 
duchy of Berg, which formed a part of the Sileslan 
army, under Bliicher. The Duke received orders to 
relieve the troojis before Mayence, and was on the 
point of storming the fortified camp of Weisenau, 
when the news of the taking of Paris put a stop to 
all hostile operations, and, agreeably to the nego- 
tiations with Louis XVIIT. and the Allied Powers, 
the Duke took possession of Mayence on the 4tb of 
May, and, having appointed a governor, left for 
Paris, to join the Princes of the League, where 
Louis XVTII. received him with the strongest 
marks of friendship and esteem, observing that 
Tons ceua qui appartiennent a la Mauon de Saxe, 
sotd mes plus cliers parents. 

The Duke returned to Mayence, and having con- 
cluded there the necessary military arrangements, 
left for Coburg, where a series of festivities and 
rejoicings welcomed his arrival. The Duke's pre- 
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sence was shortly after required at the Congress of 
Vienna, where he most nobly and most disinter- 
estedly advocated the cause of the King of Saxony. 
The Duke was promised an increase of territory, 
but the renewal of the war prevented the necessary 
arrangements being put into execution. 

On the return of Napoleon from Elba, the Duke 
was ap])ointed General of the Saxon forces, which 
formed a part of the grand army under the Prince 
of Schwartzenbcrg. After the battle of Waterloo, 
the Duke's corps was ordered into Alsace, and from 
hence the Duke went to Paris, and took part in the 
military operations of the allied armies, and received 
the highest marks of ajjprobation from the diiferent 
monarchs," being presented with the Grand Cross of 
the Military Order of St. Henry, by the King of 
Saxony; the George Cross and rank of General of 
Cavalry, by the Emperor of Austria ; and other 
flattering distinctions. 

The early life of the Duke, as we have seen, 
was far from one of ease and indulgence. The 
tranquillity of Germany being at length in some 
measure restored, the Duke occupied himself in 
beautifying his territories, in enacting wholesome 
laws, and founding useful institutions. In February, 
1816, the Duke was present in Vienna, at the mar- 
riage of his brother, Prince Ferdinand, with the 



PriuceBs Koliary, the richest heiress of Austria, 
daughter of Prince Kohary, grand-chaucellor of 
ilungary ; and in the same year, his brother, Prince 
Leopold, was united to the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales. The following j'ear, the Duke himself 
formed a matrimonial alliance, selecting for his 
consort the Princess Louise of Gotha Altenburg, 
whose beauty and amiable disposition rendered her 
an object of universal admiration. The summer of 
1818 was also a period of joy and festivity at 
Coburg, caused by the birth of a Prince, and by the 
celebration of the Duchess of Kent's marriage, the 
Duke's sister. On the 26th of August, 1819, a 
second prince (Prince Albert) was born. 

The Duke at this time took an active part 
in the coimcils of the German Confederation at 
Franzeusbad and Carlsbad, under the presidency 
of Prince Mettemich. In 1820, the Duke was in 
Vienna for the same purpose, and at his departure 
received from the Emperor the Grand Cross of the 
Order of St. Stephen. 

The death of the Duke's father-in-law, the Duke 
Augustus of Gotha Altenburg, which took place 
after a long stay in Coburg, cast a gloom over the 
Ducal House, which was not sjieedily dissipated. 
In 1824 some unpleasant family differences arose, 
which ended in the formal separation of the Duke 
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and Duchess. In November of this year, the Duke 
obtained the duchy of Gotha, by an arrangement 
with the Dukes of Meiningen and Hildburghausen, 
giving up Saalfeld to the former, and Altenburg, 
which had been always annexed to Gotha, to 
Hildburghausen. 

There can be nothing more ridiculous or un- 
founded, than the report of some of the English 
journals, that the Duke obtained the duchy of 
Gotha through English influence. It was wholly a 
private family arrangement, and the chief cause of 
the Duke's success was his claim, in right of his 
consort, to the allodial possessions of the Duke of 
Gotha, which were so considerable, that the Dukes 
of Meiningen and Hildburghausen were unable to 
purchase them, and as they were not easily separable 
from the possessions of the state, the arrangement 
we have described was found most convenient for 
all parties. 

The Duke now took the title of Duke of Saxe. 
Coburg Gotha, residing half the year at Coburg and 
the other half in Gotha, with occasional visits to the 
ducal hunting seats of Rosenau and Reinhardsbrunn, 
which are admirable specimens of the Duke's archi- 
tectural taste. 

The two duchies, having, from the time of Ernest 
the Pious, had their separate governments, peculiar 
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privileges, and distinct intereste, it required a cou- 
aiderable share of the Duke's time and attention to 
superintend measures for assimilating their mode of 
Government, the organization of the Courts of 
Justice, Ecclesiastical affairs and Forest laws, and 
other important matters. The detail of the different 
arrangements would not amuse the reader, and it is 
sufficient to say. tliat a most cordial union and 
amalgamation of the interests of the formerly dis- 
tinct duchies was effected. 

In 1831, the Duke lost his august parent, the 
Duchess Dowager, whose eventful and useful life 
had been prolonged to a good old age. The same 
year was marked bj the decease of the Duchess 
Louise, (in Paris, August 30,) who had remarried a 
Count de Pelzig. In December 2ard, 1832, the 
Duke married the reigning Duchess, a Princess of 
Wurtemberg, 

The two Princes being now respectively sixteen 
and seventeen years old, were confirmed on the 1 1th 
April, 1835, in the Ducal Palace, at Coburg, after 
which ceremony, they*, for die first time, quitted 



* We are particiilar in remarking this, to correut an errur very 
generally fallen into, viz. : that His Royal Highneas Prince Albert 
was educated in England, under the guidance o) ller Ruyal Highness 
th<3 Duchess of Kent, 
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home on a visit to their great grandfather, the 
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, to be 
present at the celebration of the Duke's Jubilee of 
a fifty years' reign. 

The Princes availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to pass by Grottingen, to see their aged and 
venerated countryman, the celebrated Naturalist, 
Blumenbach. The Grand Duke, charmed with his 
young relatives, with difficulty suffered their de- 
parture on the 4th of May, to join their august 
father at Berlin, who presented them to the King 
and Royal Family. On the 10th, the Duke and 
Princes left for Dresden, and, after partaking of 
the hospitalities of the Saxon Court, proceeded on 
their journey by Prague and Budweis to Vienna. 
On the 26th, the Duke presented Princes Ernest 
and Albert to the Emperor at Schonbrunn, after 
which, at their earnest request, the Duke permitted 
them to make a little excursion to Presburg, 
Baden, and Pesth, under the protection of Baron de 
Carlowitz. 

Returning to Vienna on the 31st, they dined with 
the Imperial Family at Schonbrunn; on the 4th 
June at the Archduke Charles', and, on the 6th, at 
the Palace of Prince Metternich. After witnessing 
the grand fete, attendant upon the ceremony of the 
inhabitants of Vienna swearing fidelity to the 
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Emperor, the Duke left for Carlsbad, the Princes 
retuniiug to Coburg. 

Towards the eud of the year, negotiatioiis were 
opened for the marriage of the Duke's nephew. 
Prince Ferdinand, with the Queen of Portugal, on 
the 1st January, 1836. The marriage was publicly 
proclaimed in the old Chateau at Gotha, in presence 
of the Duke and Duchess, Duke Ferdinand, the 
Prince himself, bis cousins, the Princes Albert and 
Ernest, and the Ambassador, Count Lavoradio. 
Princes Ernest and Albert were the same day 
invested with tUe Grand Crosses of the Einestinian 
Order. 

Prince Ferdinand, now Don Fernando of Por- 
tugal, left Gotba on the 4th for Brussels, London, 
and Lisbon, In May, 1830, the reigning Duke, 
accompanied by the two Princes, left Gotha for 
London, (by Rotterdam,) where they arrived, in the 
Batavier Steamer, on the 17tb, and were received by 
the Prince of Leiningen {Tier Majesty's half-brother) 
and Sir John Conroy. The 19tb, the Ducal Party 
were present at Epsom Races. On the 24tb, at the 
Ball and Fete, in honour of Her R. H. Princess 
Victoria's birthday, when the first Quadrille was 
composed of, 

Princess Victoria. 

Miaa Bagot. 

Two Ladies Hill. 



THE REIGNING DUKE. 143 

Prince George of Cambridge. 
Prince Ernest of Saxe-Coburg Ootha. 
Princes W. and A. of the Netherlands. 

On the following day the Princes had an audience 
of the King and Queen. On the 30th attended the 
Ball at Kensington Palace, and, in fact, until their 
departure on the 8th of June for France, it is a 
repetition of fetes. 

The Princes were presented to His Majesty 
Louis Philippe and the Royal Family of France, and 
partook of the gaieties of Neuilly. The Duke 
received the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour. 
On the 5th July the Duke returned to Coburg, 
the Princes going on a visit to their uncle. King 
Leopold, at Brussels, where they remained until 
March 1837, profiting by the instructions, if I am 
not mistaken, of M. Quetelet and other able per- 
sons. The Duke came to Brussels on the 26th 
February, to fetch his sons, who returned with their 
august parent on the 6th March to Gotha, where a 
series of brilliant fetes, illuminations, &c., &c., were 
given in honour of their return. 

After a short visit to Berlin the Princes returned 
to Coburg, and, at the end of the month, left for the 
University of Bonn. There they studied 

Philosophy and Mathematics under Fichte. 

History „ William Schlegel. 

Jurisprudence „ Gartner. 
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Tlie 18th May the Prince was elected an 
honorary niemhcr of the Acndemica Tiberina. The 
3l8t the Prince left Kome, and, after a tour in the' 
north of Italy, came to Milan, where he was met by 
the Duke. From Milan tha Duke went to Klsenauj 
near Benie, accompanied by Prince Albert, to visife 
the Grand Duchess Anna Feodorowna, and, aft^ 
■visiting the Royal Family at Stutgard, returned in 
June to Cobiirg. The 21st June the two Prinoi 
were declared of age. 

The 13th of July they paid a visit to the CooK 
of Dresden, returning to Gotha the latter end < 
August. The 6th of October the Princes left fta; 
England by Antwerp, and, after a rough and dam 
gerous voyage, reached London. The gaieties i 
London and Windsor on this occasion are wel 
known to the public; it is, therefore, unnecessarj 
to relate them here. 

We have brought to a close our Memoirs of thti 
House of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, all along avoiding 
any statistical details of population, commercts 
revenue, &c., as well as descriptions of form oi 
government, laws, ordinances, &e., as they coald 
afford no interest to the English reader; nor have 
we oflered any opinion as to the personal qualities J 
of the different living members of this illnstriom 
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Leopold, 
b. 1835. 



FtaUipp Jfingen, 
b. 1887. 
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house, lest we should appear to sacrifice at the 
shrine of powe% and to be actuated by some 
interested motive. Did the truth admit of a less 
brilliant portraiture, we might venture to undertake 
the task, however delicate; as it is, even when most 
impartial and most just, we might be thought most 
partial and flattering. 



L 2 
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** In order to form a just estimation of the character of any par- 
ticular people, it is absolutely necessary to investigate the sports and 
pastimes most generally prevalent among them. War, policy, and 
other contingent circumstances, may effectually place men at different 
times in different points of view ; but when we follow them into 
their retirements, where no disguise b necessary, we are most likely 
to see them in their true state, and may best judge of their natural 
dispositions," — Strutt's Sports and PasCimes, 
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Gotha, Aitgusf, 1839. 

Dear L , 

Knowing your attachment to the regions of 
romance, I have spared you the recital of grave 
research in muaty archive and mouldy chronicle, 
and Bend alone this portion of vertnisckte Bliitler, 
or mingled gleanings of an Autumn's ManiMc, «hich, 
as far as I am concerneil, pretend to one only merit 
— truth. Made in the land itself, and with the 
friendly aid of more than one who calls Thuringia'a 
hilla "my boyhood's home, my native home," the 
legend and the tale, the peasant lay and mountain 
melody, are not the figments of an author's brain, 
the forged materials of a book-making tourist; but 
the faithful copies of their still-existing prototypes. 
Friend Hawkins, in his Gej'tnany, most justly says: 
"'Tis in the mountains and forests of Germany, 
that we must wander in search of wild tradition, 
fairy lore, and the still surviving specimens of the 
bold, racy, pastoral character, starting in rude relief 
from above the surrounding tamer level of the 
city." And we may add, that of the mountain and 
forest districts of Germany, few, perhaps none, 
present such combined attractions as are to be met 
with in the duchy of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, wliich 
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embraces the loveliest aceiiery of Thuringia*, the 
vast extent of whose forest, with its hills aud 
valleys, has contributed in no small degree to 
jireserve the primitive habits of its hardy Waldner 

intact. Here, indeed, mein lieber L , would you 

be supremely liappy. The ravages of steam power 
in all its varied fonus are yet unfelt; ancestral 
customs, attendant upon life's hohday, are still 
religiously observed; the peasant costumes still 
retain their romantic forms, and the rude utensils of 
the rustic memige attest the absence of a too proiane 
innovation; while many a venerable pile of mined 
tower and crumbling arch, the former pride of 
ancient Margraves, invest with pleasing interest 
the legendary tales of the mountaineer. 

To you, the lover of rustic fetes and nature's 
wildest scenery, I could propose no greater treat 
than a pedestrian tour in the Wald, when autumn 
tints the leaf. Then, truly, may the valleys be 
said to rejoice: every village resounds with festivity 
aud mirth; the varied dresses of the peasant girls, 
the wild melodies and traditional poetry (relics of 
your friends the Minnesanger), together realizing 
scenes which may rival all your most fictive dreams. 



■ The Tliuringian Forost is the yet cxiHting portion of tlie vast 
Heruynian ForeBt. 
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Knowing, Iiowever, your distrust of the existence of 
such lauds, exce|)t in the poet's visions, and in the 
creations of Colburn's eternal press, I must fortify 
my credit by a quotation from Bechstein's iVaiider- 
ungen durch Thiiringen: it forms the motto of the 
work, and is written by Wetzel, who is more 
enthusiastic, and yet perhaps more just, in his 
praises than myself, I regret your paresse prevents 
my quoting the original, which necessarily loses 
much of its beauty iu my liands: — 

" Thuringia is, and ever will be, to me the 
sweetest spot in Germany ! There is something so 
homely, so friendly in its soil, which speaks a 
welcome to the wanderer, as to an old and early 
friend. When one has toiled through Leipsic's 
cheerless plains, then the pilgrim reaches this kindly 
land, with its thousand varying charms. Nature at 
every step becomes more rich, more keen, and 
more luxuriant; the very trees have quite another 
green; glorious mountains crown the land with their 
eternal forests; while smiling prairies invite one to a 
blithesome enjoyment of existence. Steep, gigantic 
rocks preach with eternal inspiration the omnipo- 
tence of Nature, and write, in colossal page, the 
ancient history of earth, and the deep wonders of 
her everlasting metamorphosis. Simple, true, and 
virtuous as its nature are its people. In the valleys 
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of the stately Forest of Thuringia yet lives the true 
olci German spirit, hosititality, unsophisticated man- 
ners, holy truth ; while in the plains, the peasant's 
life approaches to the dulnees of an animal existence. 
Here music resounds in every hut. Yet wanders 
here, in holy shade of the majestic forest, the spirit 
of the old German romance; yet remain the sweet 
and simple melodies of the good old father-times, 
living on the lips of the people, — and in the social 
meetings of the peasants will many a kind and 
touching song be heard, worthy of a wider sphere; 
yet reigns the wonderful richness of the world of 
spirits, wliich asserts its secret influence on the minds 
of men. Where mountains are is God; where 
plains, there dwells the evil one. O'er the whole 
land hovers the spirit of the past, with audible and 
prophetic voice; the token of the mighty is not 
departed. The noble ruin speaks in clearest tones 
of heroic times and love of chivalry. A few square 
miles of Thuringian soil is better worth, is more 
estimable, tlian the wliole Mark of Brandenburg 
with Pomerania." 

Strange, you will exclaim, this happy land should 
have escaped the travelling cockney — the senti- 
mental tribe, with sketch and guide books, and all 
the vagabond concomitants! — but so it is, A maiden 
land, fresh as the morning dew, and fairer than the 
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sunniest picture of Arabian tale, whose presiding 
genius hath suffered but the chosen ones to enter 
her domains. Here Weber first conceived his 
charming opera Der Frdschulz, and many of its airs 
are the national melodies of the Waldner; here, 
midst forest scenes, did Wieland trace his Oberon; 
here was Glothe's muse most kind, and e'en the 
Femey Cynic never ceased to speak in terms of 
rapture of Thuringia's wooded hills. So yon see 
the world has yet some sweet and silent tracts where 
Nature reigns supreme. But halt! Enough of 
eulogy — my exordium is at an end, and so is my first 
epistle. High time, indeed, to lay aside the pen, 
when solemn clock of Friedenstein proclaims the 
midnight hour. 

Gtde Nacht! Scldafen Sie recht woU! 



Dear L , UUeben, August, 1839. 

We trust our lucubrations have not been 
made in vain, but that our omega (forgive the pun), 
with its accompanying extracts from Bechstein'a 
work, has somewhat interested you in the Waldner 
of Thuringia, and that a brief description of this 
unsophisticated race, their customs, fetes, legends, 
&Ct will not prove wholly unacceptable; bearing 
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in miml that the saiil WjiWner are the subjects 
of the tlucal house of Saxe-Coburg Gotba. The 
accompanying sketches, produce of our ramble, must 
atono for the feebleness of our portraiture, and 
supply its deficiencies. 

In physical flevelnpment the Tlniringians, though 
not so colossal as wc find their ancestors described 
by tlie old historians, are, nevertheless, fine powerful 
men, robust and hardy, varying in height from five 
feet ten inches to six feet and upwards, possessed 
of great muscular strengtli, frequently carrying, from 
the mountain to the village, three hundred weight 
at once. The women are likewise tall, and, in early 
years, are fair and pretty, but they lose their beauty 
soon. Although of one common stock, there is a 
wonderful variety, both moral and physical, in the 
Wiildner. Almost every mountain village has its 
peculiarities of dialect and dress, its appropriate 
fete, and original customs. There is as much diver- 
sity in the little mountain districts of TImringia as 
in the cantons of Switzerland, and it extends even 
to the monies, of wliich there are current many 
different kinds. The following characteristic qua- 
lities niay, however, be universally applied; primi- 
tive simple manners; frugal and industrious habits; 
naturally gay and fond of society, as their numerous 
fetes well prove; rarely, if ever, guilty of excess; 
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high moral character — a capital offence has not 
been committed in the duchy these fifty years. No 
people in the world can be more passionately fond 
of music, in which they practically excel. Almost 
every peasant plays upon some instrument, and they 
frequently meet at each other's cottages to join in a 
cordial harmony of voice and instrument. Their 
songs are usually accompanied with tlie cithern or 
mountain lyre, of which thousands are made at 
Krawinkle, a small hamlet in the heart of the 
forest; tiiey are very elegant in shape, like the old 
English guitars, and in compliance with the taste 
for ornament which prevails among the peasants, 
they are jiaintcd with various colours, and gilt with 
^^at display; and you would scarcely credit me 
when I name the price — a Prussian dollar, or about 
three shillings English. They frequently play three 
and four together, and produce the most harmonious 
sounds, which blend softly with their songs. I think 
you will be pleased with the collection I have made 
of Thuringian melodies, and which, for the first 
time, receive their crotchet-quaver dress*. The 
love ditties and lullabies are cliaracterized by much 
of the same wild and irregular intervals as in most 



• It waa intended to publUli these melodies, l>ut thpy woiilii hnve 
mgmpnted the book too mairh. 
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mountain music; extremely simple, of a melanclioly 
Atrain, sometimes rather monotonous. But I need 
not give you a eritique, as you can play them on 
your flute and judge for yourself. Every village 
has its hand, which, on Sundays, is put in reqni- 
sition hy the lads and lassies of the Dorf. In 
summer, under their favourite linden tree on the 
village green, as in the " merrie days " of old 
England, and during winter, in the spinning rooms ; 
for, as the Baaern Regeln, or peasant's precepts, 
pay: — 



Im Sommei' such ein Liebchen dir 
In Gftften und Gteiild! 
Da Bind die Ti^ Iftng genug. 
Da Bind die Nachte mild. 

Im Winter muu der siisse Bund 
Schon fest gcechlosaen seyn, 
So darfst nicht Isnge atehn im Schne 
Be! kalten Mondenschein. 



I 



Here the mothers knit, and spin, and chat, 
while the gude old man enjoys the witching pipe, 
and drowns the enemy in beer. 

Their love of music is only equalled by their 
taste for flowers, in which Thuringia'a hills and 
forest glades are pre-eminently rich, and their skill 
in teaching birds, especially the bull-finch tribe, 
to whistle popular melodies. Not a cottage is 
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without a cage or two of warblere. A year's savings 
will be readily given by the peasant for a good 
Sc/iifiger or vlmtler ; one that whistles the Harzer 
DoppelscJdag, or gute Weingesatig, they value at a 
cow. Of the four hundred different kinds of birds 
found here, eighty may bo seen encaged. Many of 
their feathered scholars are sent for sale to London 
and to Paris, where they fetch a high price*. 

Although, in other respects, extremely intelli- 
gent and enlightened, they still retain many harm- 
less superstitious : for example, — on JoJiannes Tag, 
the foresters go into the mountain summits of the 
Sclmeekopf, or tlio In8elsl}erg. and at midnight, in 
strictest silence, gather certain herbs and plants, 
which they conceive endowed with potent virtues to 
cure all maladies, discover treasures, and, in fine, 
possessed of a truly magic power. Even Luther's 
doctrines, himself a Thuringian, seem not to have 
eradicated these prejudices. Their love of the 
marvellous is strikingly evinced by the number of 
traditions and legendary tales which are to be found 
throughout the hills. We shall reward your 
patience with a legend, perhaps in our next, and. 



* The Tliuringian peasanta have classed tlie JiiicUes accoi'diDg to 
B their pecnllsr whistles. See Bechstbin'h Naiurgeaehiehte dtrStvien- 
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eii aUeiidant, Bend a literary curiosity for yonr peru- 
sal, pome stanzas of a pntois poem, bond fide the 
composition of a peasant girl, who came from the 
hills to witness the rejoicings in Gotha on occasion 
of the Dnke's wedding, and wrote, on her return, 
thia poetical description of the wonders she had 
Been. Not to exhaust your patience, I send only 
the five first and two last of the forty-five verses of 
which it is com|)osed, although they all contain 
considerable point and wit. 

[. Jo Naclibor Hans, die setzt au do zo Husc, 

Waem kuamt dfinn nech noch Goth, on anagt dort o die Gnise, 
Die schiene Liiet, on all die Rareteten? 
As lockt doch Jeden. 
II. Die hatta dacli wuhel au gut wie ech gelasen 
Im Wochenbluat ; guckt ech hion dort gewasen 
On bfinn nun o emol ufa Scltlosa gekommen. 
On han T 



III. Wies do zugieht su hue dSn gruaen Lueten, 
Die Betzen uch uf lutor Sanunt on Sieden ; 
On ilssen o sost niihsckt all nur Lampreten, 

On sa Fasteten. 

IV. Die konnts gegleb wann die se hStt dc spiese 
Die hStt gewesa de Glotzen sollt ufiiese ; 

Ms mooht mant gwess, war alles au erdiichte. 
On wiira au machte. 

V. Wann miene Frau kocht Arbsen oder Lensen, 
On hackt emohl von Garafenmehl mier Blenaen, 
Docli diink ech. wonner schon wie ae duas Mnhl n 
On mech tracktfirte. 



LETTERS FROM THUBINOIA. 163 

XLVI. Duas schlammste woar, d&aa ech mm bie dan machen 

Nischt suach vom Fierwark, dan L&mbchen an d^ Sachen 
Dann alles wuar nun w&hrend do din Groschen 
Dort nsgeloschen. 

XL VII. Drem as fier ones^ w&nn mie'es su betrachten 

Nech b^sser SM derbehm will die Liict ones verachten, 
Minthalben Kann was finners nun passirey 
Mech soils nech rubre. 

I send you by way of antithesis the Epithala- 
mium of the then Alumni of the College here, 
which has curiously fallen in my way. 

Qnem diem festum pia gens celebrat? 
Qnis sonat plausus vacuas per auras ? 
Quos modos lactos iterat jocosa 

Montis imago ? 

Cur vias opplent bominum caterviB ? 
Cur rosas spargent nitidsp puells ? 
Viigines cur deproperare certant 

Myrtea serta ? 

Cur ferox jactat fisice se Diones 
Dux? — ^patet cur arx variisque templum 
Floribus stratum populo adfluenti 

Undique ab urbe ? 

Celsa supremi Duels atque Fatris 
Patriffi Froles, populi Voluptas, 
Hoc die fausto teneros amores 

Firmat ad aras ! 

Flos velut surgit viridante in borto, 
Aura quem mulcet zepbyri, igneique 
Educant Solis radii, et salubris 

Irrigat imber ; 

M 2 



164 LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 

Qnem, sao pulchre ladiantem honore, 
Atque epiraniem ambrodos odores, 
Appetunt multi, nequeunt Bed horti 

Rumpere septic : 

Nata ric nostri Duels enifcescit, 
Sic rapit cnnctoa cnpide intu^ites 
Falladis docte Cythereidisque 

Munerarara. 

Te deoety nam ta poteas una, Clio, 
Viiginis tants cdebrare laudes ; 
Nos recusamus leviore magna 

Dicere versa. 

Thure sed sanctas cnmulemus aras 
Et preces ad te, Deus o Colende, 
Rite fundamuB pietate pleni 

Tempore sacro. 

Rimli ut lymphs placidi loquaces 
Mollitur cnltoe trepidant per agros^ 
Nee procellfe vim violentioris 

Experiuntur. 

Sic fluat moUi Tibi vita eursu, 
O micans sidus patriae, Luisa, 
Nee serenatas tenebrosa tnrbent 

Nubila luces. 

Rideant semper Tibi terra felix, 
Quam manu leni moderatur ingens 
Stirpis antiquiB Decus atque avorum 

Clara Fropago. 

Mitis Ernestus. Nisi fellit omen, 
Ille, quem virtus super astra toUit, 
Sfdendide sortis Su^ vit Luis^ 

Splendidus auctor. 
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With these literary friandises we close our 
' labours for to-day, as we are hououred by an invita- 
tion to the ducal table, and here dukes dine at 
three o'clock, p.m. Should you be meditating this 
most grave of diurnal duties, we cannot invoke for 
you a more desirable thing than Recht gtUen appetit 

Adieu. 



Dear L- 



Imagine yourself transferred to the old ban- 
queting hall of the far-famed Wartburg, once the 
eyry-like abode of the Thuringian Margraves, whose 
canvass representatives, in antique frame, look upon 
the visitor with a stem solemnity, sometimes ren- 
dered irresistibly facetious by Time's pruning of 
sundry portions of noses and other essential features. 
If, however, the portraits and richly embroidered 
banners pay dearly for the wm par/um de vetuste^ 
which surrounds them, the panoplied effigies of once 
terrible knights betray no sufferings at the hand of 
Time. With lance in rest, as if about by gage of 
battle to maintain the peerless charms of their ladie- 
^oves, they recall the days of kniglitly vow and 
minstrel song, and all the boast of chivalry. Whe- 
ther the eye confine itself to the architectural details 
of the interior, and these antique vestiges of bygone 
ages, or wander through Gothic casement over the 
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forest range of Thuringian hills, all conspires to 
evoke the spirit of romance. The Wartburg is 
indeed a very Mecca for all true worshippers of the 
Active muse. Here should the poet and antiqua- 
rian, the artist and musician, pilgrim in a goodly 
band to kindle the poetic fire, to snatch from 
oblivion the traditionary lore of this cradle of 
romance, fast fading away. The Seneschal's daugh- 
ter, for the old fellow enjoys the 'um cum dig., due 
to past service, showed me the lions, and proved 
herself worthy of her charge. Every room had its 
tale, and every suit of armour a story attached to it, 
not forgetting a score of legends about Luther's con- 
tests with the powers of darkness embodied, and the 
wondrous feats of the robber-knight, Kunz von 
Kaufingen. As, however, all these may, for aught 
I can tell, be known to other tourists, I shall leave 
them to be orally handed down by the Castellan's 
daughter. You shall not be disappointed, however, 
as I have discovered a ricli mine of jjoetical matter, 
and what is so delightful both to big as well as to 
little children, it's all true. I refer to the Jf^arl- 
burg's Sanger Krieg, or Poetise/ten Wetistreil, a 
singular contest of tl]e Minnesanger, which took 
place in the thirteenth century at the Wartburg, 
then the residence of the Landgrave Hermann, and 
his consort, the lovely Sophie. According to the 
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Thuringian Cbronicleg, or, as some style them, the 
Jena Chronicles, this poetical battle took place 
in the year 1206. 

Hermann himself was not only a great encou- 
rager of tlie " gentle science," but dedicated much 
time to poetical composition. He wrote under the 
Dame of Herr von Doringen; this accounts for the 
gathering of the Northern Troveres at his court; I 
think also it was to celebrate his nuptials, or some 
such joyful event. I need not tell you, doctissime 
clarissimeque L — , that most of those icJio dedicated 
their time to singing the praises of Love, were men of 
itoMe birth, who joined to their skill on the cithern and 
geige, Vte more necessary acquirements of handling 
lance and sword. All this, Percy's ballads will have 
told you. Here, then, near seven centuries ago, 
within the Wartburg'a extensive walls, the Land- 
grave entertained his knightly guests, and the sports 
and revels were prolongeil over a period of some 
months. The rival zeal of the minstrels at length 
reached to such a pitch, tliat six of the most 
renowned " Cantilenarum Magietros" challenged 
each other to a trial of skill of the most serious 
kind, no less than death to the conquered {gaai ai 
vinti), a solemn compact being made that the 
unlucky candidate should be hung {darelur swpen- 
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The names of these fierce minstrel spirits are:- 

Heinricb von Rispach, 
Ileinrich von Ofterdiugen, 
Wolfram von Escheubach, 
Wolfram Bitterkolf, 
Reiner von Zwatzeii, 
Walter von der Vogelwiede. 

Ofterdingen's sujierior genius it appears roused tbc 
bile of his brother poets, who most fraternally 
determined him for the rope, and he nearly feli a 
victim to their jealousy. The old Chronicle says he 
took refuge under the mantle of the Laiidgravinn 
Sophie, for such was the fury of the defeated party, 
that they would have done the office of the execu- 
tioner upon him sur le champ. With the aid of 
the Landgrave, however, Ofterdingen escaped, and 
negotiated a truce for one year, promising within 
that time to return again to the Wartburg, with 
the celebrated Klingsor, the most renowned Minne- 
sanger of the age, who was to act as umpire, and 
his decision was to be jinal. Klingsor, who it 
appears lived in Hungary, and was, as the Chronicle 
states, " Negromancia; et Astronomic Scienciis 
eruditus," accompanied Ofterdingen to the Wart- 
bnrg, and shortly after their arrival the contest was 
renewed. Here, we aie informed, that Wolfram 
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von Eschenbach was getting the best of it, when 
Klingsor summoned a spirit to his aid, (^^ Adjuratus 
ergo Dyabolus per magistrum in speciemque hominis 

transfigurans pulsat hostia,") who began to sing the 
wonders of earth, and beauty of the heavens, with 
a wonderful eloquence. But it appears that 
Wolfram descried foul play, and turned the tables 
upon the devil, — "/>o hub Wolfram an zu redin von 
deme emgen worte^ wie das uss deme vetirlichen 
Herzin Gotis geflossin were und zeu Fleische wordin, 
do Kunde der Teufil umb siner Bosheit wiUen nickt 
zeu geantworthe^^^ — and put him to the rout. It 
would seem that matters passed off amicably, that 
no minstrel was hung, but that all were allowed an 
equal excellence, and they left the Wartburg loaded 
with marks of the princely Hermann's favour and 
munificence. So much for our friends the Trou- 
badours, and their Wartburg pranks. I send you a 
specimen of their compositions, (the original manu- 
scripts of which are to be found in the Jena 
Library,) translated by the author of German 
Minstrels^ and should you pass through dear little 
Gotha, I advise your inspecting the autograph MS. 
of Heinrich von Veldeck's translation of Virgits 
^neidy which dates from about the same period. 

Adieu. 
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SoNo OP Wolfram von Esghenbacu. 
(See Manessian M.S.) 



Mocht ich die Selde reiclien die so hoch 
Ob miner Froide siet gezilt, &c., &c. 



Translation. 

Would I the lofty spirit melt. 

Of that proud dame who dwells so high. 
Kind heaven must aid me, or unfelt 

By her will be its agony. 
Joy in my soul no place can find. 

As well might I a suitor be 
To thunderbolts, as hope her mind 

Will turn in softer mood to me. 

Those cheeks are beautiful, are bright. 

As the red rose with dewdrops graced. 
And faultless is the lovely light 

Of her dear eyes, that on me placed 
Pierce to my very heart, and fill 

My soul with love's consuming fires. 
While passion bums and reigns at will ; 

So deep the love that fair inspires. 

But joy upon her beauteous form 

Attends, her hues so bright to shed 
O'er these red lips, before whose warm 

And beaming smile all care is fled. 
She is to me all light and joy, 

I faint, I die, before her fix)wn ; 
Now Venus, liv'd she yet on earth, 

A faiier goddess here must own. 
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While many mourn the yanish'd light 

Of summer^ and the sweet snn's face, 
I mourn, that these, however bright, 

No anguish from the soul can chase 
By love inflicted : all around. 

Nor song of birds, nor ladies' bloom. 
Nor flow'rs upspringing from the ground, 

Can chase or cheer the spirit's gloom. 

Yet shall thine aid, belov'dl impart 

Of all thy pow'r, thy love make trial. 
Bid joy revive in this sad heart, 

Joy that expires at thy denial. 
Well may I pour my prayer to thee, 

Beloved lady, since 'tis thine 
Alone to send such care on me, 

Alone for thee I ceaseless pine. 



Walter von der Vogelweidb. 
Song on Gallantry, 



So die Blumen us dem Grase dringent 

Sam si lachen gegen den spilnden Sunnen, &c. 

Translation. 

When from the sod the flow'rets spring 
And smile to meet the sun's bright ray. 

When birds their sweetest carols sing 
In all the morning pride of May, — 

What lovelier than the prospect there? 

Can earth boast anything more fair? 

To me it seems an almost heaven 

So beauteous to my eyes that vision bright is given. 
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But n-lien a lady, cliaate and fair, 

Noble and clad in rich attire. 
Walks through the throng with graciouB air, 

A sun that Lids the stare retire ; — 
Then where are all thy boastings. May? 
What hast tliou beautiful and gay. 
Compared with that supreme delight? 
We leave thy loveliest ilow'rs and watch that lady briglit. 

Would'st thou believe me, come and place 

Before thee all this pride of May ; 
Then look but on my lady's fece. 

And which is best and brightest, say. 
For me how soon, (if choice were mine,) 
This would 1 take and timt resign! 
And say, though sweet thy beauties May! 
I'd rather forfeit all, tlian lose my lady gay. 



OLerhof, October, 1839. 
Dear L —- - , 

Since I last wrote, it has been my good 
fortune to witness a most interesting sight — a 
Grande Chasse in the heart of the Thuringian forest, 
given by the Duke of Gotha (who is a most keen 
sportsman), in honour of his royal guest, the King 
of Saxony. These solemn hunts are conducted 
with the same pomp and ceremony as they were 
three centuries ago. Such was the anxiety of all 
persons to be present at this brilliant spectacle, that 
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it was with the greatest difficulty 1 obtained a con- 
vey&nce. I left Gotha at five in the morning, in 
order to reach this place in time. Here, leaving 
the Kutscher to enjoy his pipe, I followed on foot 
the stream of persons crowding through the forest- 
cuts to the rendezvous, about two miles distant, and 
a more lovely scene I never saw. Emerging from 
tlie gloom of the forest, T appeared to have reache<I 
some fairy land. In the foreground (the shoulder 
of the lofty Schneekopf range) were scattered thou- 
sands of spectators, foresters, chasseurs, and peasants, 
in their varied and romantic costumes, grouped upon 
the most elevated points, to command a view of the 
shooting ground, which occupied an oblong space of 
from forty to fifty acres, cleared expressly of its 
forest-trees, and inclosed on two sides by high net- 
tings, to prevent the deer escaping. In the centre 
of this area was erected a stand or rustic temple, 
technically termed i\\e Schirin; and smaller shooting 
stands were placed at diiFerent points. In the dis- 
tance — mountain and valley as far as the eye could 
reach. Propitious weather crowned the whole. At 
one o'clock a blast of the chasseurs' horns, the Jagd 
Fanfar, announced the Royal party's coming; — a 
brilliant cavalcade. First came the Obcr Forst- 
meister, Forstmeister and Jagdjunker, in their glit- 
tering uniforms of green and geld, and waving 
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plumea: tlieu came the Oher Forster and Forst-- 
gEhUfe, whose green aud silver dresses were scarce 
leas beautiful ; lastly, the Royal guest, with a 
numerous suite of Dukes and Princes. As the 
cavalcade wound round the hill, the hearty cheer 
of a thousand voices echoed through the valleys. 
The horsemen now quickly dismounted, and formed 
in double line to the entrance of the shooting 
ground, where a guard of honour and a military 
band were placed, who stnick up a national air, and 
continued playing until the royal party reached the 
Schirm. The forest buglers then sounded die Jagd 
an. Now the sport began; deafening shouts of 
hundred voices, the Jagd Gesckre\/, were heard from 
the forest, to drive out the deer from the Kaminer, 
or portion of the forest in which they had been 
partially inclosed ; seventy or eighty noble fellows 
bounded forth, but most of them fell the victims of 
the princely hunters. Those on whom the ball had 
no instantaneous effect were dispatched by the 
Jdger, whose office consists also iu loading the guns, 
and keeping an account of the number of deer shot 
by their respective masters. The sport continued 
until four o'clock, when a hundred and twelve deer 
were shot, without counting those which had escaped 
wounded into the cover of the woods, and would he 
collected on the morrow. I have requested the 
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grand huntsman to favour me with the statistics of 
the Duke's ordinary chasse throughout the year, 
which would seem almost incredible to an English 
sportsman. The Duke himself has been known to 
shoot one hundred and eighty hares in the day's 
chasse, and, I believe, as a rough estimate of the 
Ducal chasse, two thousand deer are shot in the 
course of the year. You have often requested me 
to send you a good German drinking song. I have 
been able to comply with your wish, and send one 
that is sung with much zest by the Thuringian 
Jdger^ who are to a man good hearty fellows, whose 
powers of clearing trenchers of their savoury viands, 
and draining bowls, would astonish the most orthodox 
monk that ever breathed. When you next play the 
Nimrod, may you have what is here considered the 
summum Jxmum^ and has passed into a GlucJiswunBch 
of the hunters: Trocknes Pulver und nasse Kehle! 

Adieu. 



Weinlied der Jager. 

Wir lieben den Wein, 

Wir schenken nns ein, 
Bei Bachus ssu Graste geladenl 

Ein Schluckchen Lunel, 

Ein Glaschen Tavell, 
Das kann ja beim Himmel nicht schaden ! 
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Wir prufen den Wein, 

Wir finden ihn rein, 
Verwerfen den schalen und faden. 

Ein Flfifichchen vom Rhein, 

Ein Flftschchen vom Stein, 
Das kann ja beim Himmel nicht schaden ! 

Wir trinken den Wein 

Und nennen ihn fein, 
Ein Dntzend mit Drath und mit Faden ; 

Champagner! Tokaier! 

Das flussige Feu'r, 
Das kann ja beim Himmel nicht schaden ! 

Wir preisen den Wein, 

Ein Bnider-Verein, 
Ein Orden mit mancherlei Giaden, 

Vom feurigen Nass 

Der Kappstadt ein Fass, 
Das konnte beim Himmel nicht schaden I 

Wir jubeln beim Wein, 

Wir jauchzen juchhein! 
Wir wunschen in Wein uns zu baden! 

Und wunschen vom Dom- 

Dechant uns ein Ohm ! 
Das konnte beim Himmel nicht schaden ! 

Hoch lebe der Wein ! 

Gott gebe G«deihn 
Ihm-uns-den Ejrummen-den G'raden ! 

Wir taumeln vom Wein? 

Der Himmel fallt ein, 
Der Himmel behut'uns in Gnaden! ! 
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Waltershamen^ 1839. 
Dear L , 

I mentioned in one of my last the love of 
the marvellous which prevails among the pea^santry 
of Thuringia, and promised you a legend. I send 
one of the most interesting I have as yet heard 
during my ramble through the hills, and, except 
the introduction and slight verbal alterations, you 
have it as told over the peasant's hearth. 

Legend of Frafj-Venus of the Horselsberg. 

"As fair Flora, here and there, in wayward mood, 
hath chosen her loved retreats, where with partial 
but with lavish hand she strews her choicest 
treasures, so the fairy tribe capriciously rejoice in 
favoured haunts, round which they cast their magic 
spells, and leave the mystic traces of their revelry. 
Of all their loved resorts in ' Thuringian Land,' the 
mountains Kiffhauserberg^ in the Golden Meadow, 
the Singersberg^ near Grafenay, and the Horsehherg^ 
by Waltershausen, bear off the palm. 

" We shall alone make mention of the last, 
around whose rocky head are twined the most 
inspiring legends of the hills. Nay, we go not too 
far when we assert, that here are found the sweetest 
morsels of the legendary poetry of Deutschlaud. 

N 
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Tis tlie legend of Frau -Venus, with wbieh arc 
marvellously conjoined those of Getreue Ecklianl 
and of the Miiifr Tanltauser. 

"Deep in the mountain gorge is the caatle of 
Fran-Venua, the most seductive fairj of her race, 
whose brilliant palace, with its thousand halls, 
displays a dazzling splendour no Eastern monarch 
ever knew. Here fairest, loveliest maidens allure 
the traveller from his way. Mauy a rambler, 
enticed by their syren songs, becomes a guest: 
knight and gentleman, monk and holy priest, young 
and old, alike have felt the mystic sway. All enjoy 
a most luxurious life. None, indeed, can paint the 
fairy scene, the witching blandishments with which 
Frau- Venus charms the spirit of the wanderer. 
But none may follow hero the holy rites of Christian 
truth, nor may the name of the saints be heard- 
Therefore sits at the entrance of the cave, which 
leads to the fairy palace of Frau-^'enus, an aged 
man, with silvery locks, holding in his hand a 
blanched staff, and clad in snow-like robes. This is 
Getreue Ecklimii (faithful Eckhard), who reclines 
upon a rock, as if in deep repose ; but when a bold 
and daring traveller would enter unperceived, then 
Getreue Eckhard wakes, and warns the careless one to 
retrace his steps, and not too rashly peril the eternal 
welfare of his soul. Despite his sage and holy 
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counsels (such are her potent charms), Frau -Venus 
hath a goodly band of -daring visitors, who only 
when too late find out how dear are bought the 
pleasures of this fairy land. For twelve successive 
nights the inmates of the mountain, as midnight 
hour comes, rush out with fearful tumult of un- 
earthly sounds, and in frightful shapes, no longer 
young and beautiful: no more are seen fairest 
maidens and noble looking knights; but all in 
phantom forms of most disgusting hues; of men 
with heads of owls, and bat-shaped wings; while 
some, with ghastly visages, and members wanting, 
are seen to fly from others still more horrible, of 
dog-like phantoms, wolves, and loathsome skeletons 
on winged horses ; and many a wild monstrosity fills 
up the ghastly troop, whose fearful howls and hellish 
music echo from every valley. This is the Wilde 
Joffdy which they must nightly follow, and make 
their horal round of all Thuringia's hills. Then 
Getreue Eckhard leaves his rocky seat, and with his 
blanched staff he leads the phantom hunters, to 
warn the straggling peasant to his lM)me ; for woe 
to him o'er whom the Wilde Jagd shall pass; he 
surely dies, or lives a wretched maniac. Hence the 
ancient saying, ' Thou art indeed an old Getreue 
Eckhard, thou warnest every one.' 

" Once a minstrel knight, of noble mien, was 

N 2 
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journeying towards tlie Wartburg to be present at 
tlie assembly of the Minnesiinger, wlien twiliglit 
surprised him in the Valley of the Hoi'selsberg. 
Suddenly he heard such heavenly sounds, bo Hweet 
and so harmonions, a^ when playful zephyrs wake 
Eolian strings. AUnred by the dulcet strains, lie 
drew near the spot from whence they seemed to 
emanate, and with wondering ear distinctly recog- 
nised his own most favourite songs, sung in melli- 
fluous tones of female voice. He rushes up the 
mountain, enchanted by these celestial sounds, and 
to the wondering eyes of the Ritter Tanhauser (for 
it is no other), are disclosed, by brilliant lights, the 
portals of a mountain castle, and at its threshold 
stood a sylph-like form, before whose transcendent 
loveliness all beauty, all youth, all grace of female 
charm must fade away. 'Tis she whose voice the 
knight had heard. With graceful gesture she 
beckons to Tanhauser, and thus addresses him: 
'Come hither, beloved youth, sweet minstrel from 
afar, for whom I long have sighed, for whom 1 have 
reserved love's choicest gifts.' In vain Getreue 
Eckhard, waking from his sleep, lifts up his staK 
and warns away the knight; in vaiu the old man 
implores the minstrel youth, with earnest prayer, to 
flee. Tanhauser, intoxicated with love, clasps Frau- 
Venus to his breast, and they quickly vanish into 
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the bnsom of the mountain. Here Tanliauser reaped 
the promised joye : Fran -Venus made him over all 
the mountain spirits king. Ho reigned supreme. 
In the delirium of pleasure he forgot the high gift 
of song ; hia lyre was unstrung, and the pious source 
of his lyric hymns had failed. No more he thought 
of the Holy Virgin or the Saints, or sweet and 
solemn chant from sacred aisle. But at length, 
like as from a feverish dream, he woke, and felt the 
bitterest sorrow ; wearied of the enchantress's wiles, 
a deep repentant grief seized upira his soul, with 
which was joined an ardent longing to behold once 
more the light of day, the hills, and woods, and 
verdant plains; once more to see the haunts of 
man. Frau-Venue ijuickly saw the change, nor 
to her anxious questions did Tanhauser conceal 
the cause, but prayed her earnestly to suffer his 
departure. Frau -Venus first, in tender accent, 
recalling to his mind her many kindly acts, re- 
proached the sorrowing knight; and next, in bitter 
exclamations, accused liim of ingratitude. But all 
in vain were the passionate efforts of Frau-Venus, 
And once he addressed the weeping fairy thus: — 
' Beloved ! suffer that T go and seek the Eternal 
City of the Seven Hills, and there from the Holy 
Father |ii-ay indulgence for ray sins : should T not 
be heard, then, by the fairy oath of Kihon's mid- 
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night tire, 1 swear tbat I'll return to dwell with 
thee fur ever.' Frau-Venus loved the knight too 
welt to listen to his prayer, and tried each uovel art, 
her most seductive charms, to dispel the clouding 
gloom. But from the bottom of the heart he 
grieved, his very soul waa dark ; and in the out- 
pourings of despair, he thus nnknowingly invoked 
the Holy Virgin's aid: 'O Mary! Holy Mother of 
Jesus, Queen of Heaven, pity thy wretched servant!* 
Scarce had the words been spoken, when Frau- 
Venus looked on the knight with mournful counte- 
nance, her splendour passed away, and gradually 
that fairy form dissolved in vapoury mist, Tanhan- 
ser, on recoveriug from hid surprise, perceived in 
distant view, the glimmering of day, and shortly 
found the outlet of the cave. He gained the fields, 
and, overcome with joyful feelings, knelt on the 
mountain summit, and sung his graceful hymns to 
the Holy Maria. He then, by night and day, 
journeyed on to Rome, and there, with deep humi- 
lity, with remorse profound, threw himself at the 
feet of the representative of Christ, and with trem- 
bling accent and tearful eye, he said ; ' O Holy 
Father ! I have gieatly sinned, yet great is my 
repentance; O grant my prayer! Receive me once 
again into the loving bosom of the Church ! Impose 
the hardest task, the most painful penance, cheer- 
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fully will I perform it.' The Pope replied : * My 
erring son, confess what are thy crimes ! What is 
the heinous sin that lies so heavy on thy soul?' 
Tanhauser then replied : * I've dwelt a year or more, 
or, perhaps, a thousand years — ^for all is changed to 
me — with Frau -Venus of the Horselsberg.' On 
this, the haughty Pontifl^ in fiercest anger, said : 
* Wretched man ! for thee there is no hope ; should 
the whole world, excepting one, be saved, thou art 
that one ! sooner shall this staff send forth leaves, 
aye, bloom and bear rich fruit, than thou a pardon 
find.' On this the miserable Tanhauser retired from 
St. Peter's chair, where he had hoped to find both 
grace and pardon: weeping, he sought, by Alpine 
path, his road to Thuringia's hills again, mindful of 
his oath. The Pope, before he left the ivory throne, 
fell into a slumber long and deep : — ^he dreamed a 
fearful dream ; — he saw the heavens open, and midst 
sounding voices of mjrriads of cherubims, he heard 
proclaimed throughout the heavens : ' All sinners 
nray be pardoned ; none from the eternal mercy are 
excluded who sincerely mourn their sins.' The 
Pope awoke in terror, remembering his stem repulse 
of the repentant Tanhauser ; but his terror ki^w no 
bounds when be perceived the withered staff had 
clothed its polished sides with leaves^ and blossoms, 
aye, and richest firuats ! Then, in terror, sent the 
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Pope unimmliered messengers to seek the koigtit 
Tanbauser, and lead him back to Rome, but, alas! 
'twas too late: they reachfid the Horselsbergjust as 
Frau -Venus, with her fairy band, bad met the 
sorrowing knight, who now ia seen, in phantom 
crown, to lead the Wilde Ja^d." 

Here ends the legend of Frau-\'enu8. Should 
you express the wish, I shall send you two or three 
more of these traditional tales; but my next letter 
will contain a description of the national fetes of 
Thuriugia. T am myself just starting, knapsack on 
my back, to be partaker of the good things at a 
peasant jubilee, and my landlady has come to wish 
me 

Glac/cliche Reise. 



Ohrdi-uff; 1839. 

Dear L , 

This yet virgin sheet is dedicated to merry 
little Comus, who, with the Lares, divides the 
affections of the Thuringiaus. I have already told 
ynu that almost every village has its own peculiar 
fete; but there are national festivities which we 
shall first describe. The two most imjKirtant are 
the Kirmse or Kirch-Messe, and the Vogd^chiessea, 
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bothof bigh antiquity. Tlie former, not unlike tlie 
old English wakes, and the aymrat of the early 
Christians, celebrates the foundation of the Church. 
It was to be present at this fete that we left Walter- 
shauseu with knapsack at our back, and our i>ede3- 
trian labours have been amply repaid. 

Early in the morning the Kirmne lads assemble 
together in their holiday clothes, and, accompanied 
by a band of music, go in procession to the village 
church, where the Pastor (who is indeed the Shep- 
herd of his little flock) awaits their arrival, and 
delivers a short address or moral exhortation, appro- 
priate to the occasion. After this the Platz-Meistcr, 
or director of the sports and pleasures, is chosen, who 
with his Knecht or valet, and attendants, plays a con- 
spicuous role. Having a branch of rosemary in one 
hand and a goblet in the other, which is, from time 
to time, replenished by the valet, the Platz-Meister 
proceeds to invite the principal persons of the village 
to the f5te. On entering a house, he drains his cup 
to the health of its owner, and, in formal speech, 
invites him to the feast. He then sur le champ 
requests permission to dance with the gnde man's 
wife, or should her dancing days be over, (which, by 
the bye, is rarely the case,) with the daughter. This 
is called the Ekrentanz, or dance of honour, and is 
never refused. In return for these civilities, the 
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Talet always receives a giant-sized cake, of which 
some hundred are prepared the previous week, and 
which fomi tlie Btaple article of the evening's 
refreshment. The invitations being concluded, tlie 
dance is commenced under the Linden-tree; but 
first by the youths alone, who dance the Ronde, 
after which they go in quest of their partners, having 
little gala wands in their hands. Naturally the 
maidens, nothing loath, are not unprepared, but 
attired in their best, and each having a Sc/mrpe or 
scarf in her hand, await with anxious expectation 
the arrival of the swain, who, if he be fortunate 
enough to obtain the fathers consent to taking ont 
the lasa as his partner for the day, attaches the scarf 
to her left shoulder in token of consent, while she in 
return adorns his hat with ribbons and with spangles. 
On her arrival she likewise must drink to the health 
of the assembled company. Then come the parents 
and the elders; nor do they omit the pleasing task 
of (juafliug the goblet in the cause of mirth and 
gaiety. Now begins the dance in right earnest, the 
Schleifer and the Hop^r, the Ztceilritt and Schottiscft, 
and continues until six o'clock, when they join the 
festive board*, and restore the system to its tone 



* The house where the entertainment is prepared, is called the 
Gelaff, and b always dialinguialied by a chaplet or <:oruna] of hays, 
adorned with streauiing riblioiis hung^ out ovtr the iloonvay. 
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of vigour and hilaritj. After that the dance is 
resumed, and, with the aid of cake and beer, is 
prolonged, until midnight hours resign the merry 
troop to friendly Morpheus. The second day is a 
repetition of the first; the third, however, is varied 
by the Hammd Reiden and the Hahnenschlag. The 
first is a horse race, but derives its name from the 
circumstance of the prize being a fat sheep, which 
the winner obtains, and which being decked out 
with flowers and ribbons, is attached to the goal or 
winning post. The second is the source of much 
amusement. Poor chanticleer, being placed under 
an inverted bowl, the youths, blindfold, succes- 
sively try to release him by cracking his brittle 
gaol with sticks. This was a game very com/* 
mon both in England and France. "Throwing at 
the cock'' on Shrove Tuesday. In France, the 
GaUorum Pugna is described in Carpentius Glos- 
sarium, a.d. 1458, Abbeville. **^ Petierunt a magis- 
tro, Erardo Maquart magistro scholarum ejusdem 
villsB de Bamem, quatenus libevaret et traderet eis 
unum Galium quam sicut dicebant idem magister 
scholarum delebat eis die ipsa (Cameprivii) ut jace- 
reat baculos ad Galium ipsum more solito pro eorum 
exhileratione et ludo," &c. Poor fellow! He, as 
well as the sheep, is destined for the feast. On the 
fourth and last day, styled the BettelrTag^ the young 
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folks disguise themselves, and the people from the 
neighbouring village likewise come in masquerade, 
dressed as Cossacks and Hussars, not forgetting tbe 
character of the Hans Wurst, or Jack Pudding. 
They go about requesting salt with true Etonian non- 
chalance; and the proceeds of tbe morning recueil, 
which are always donations in kind, furnish a far 
from despicable repast, which, after the usual quan- 
tum of dancing, drinking, smoking, and singing, 
winds up this national festivity. 

The last to quit this cheerful scene, with lingering 
steps T sought the village inn, musing by tbe way 
on the varied means by which poor mortals strive to 
drown the thoughts of their mortality. The night 
was lovely; the silver moon, unclouded, sped midst 
myriad stars, and by her mild beams disclosed the 
wooded hills. Just entering the quiet village, T 
heard the following stanzas of Bechstein's sung in a 
clear and pleasing voice, doubtless of some kindred 
spirit, woi-shipper of the "silent maid." They are 
BO beautiful, so full of poetry, that I send you a 
copy, which your friend Von Steinberg will translate 
for you. Lebc (jliicklich, viein Jugendfreund! 

Adieu. 
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Der Wald ist stille, der Wald ist grun, 
Die Blatter flustem, die Blumen bluhn. 
Die Wolken ziehn, die Wipfel gluhn, 
Die Baume rauschen im Walde. 

Im Wald ist Frieden, im Wald ist Ruh', 
Die Blumen schliessen die Aeuglein-zu, 
Und heimwarts flieh'n Vogel und Bien', 
Die Baume rauschen im Walde. 

Was rausch't ihr Baume fort und fort? 
Sprecht mit dem Wand'rer doch auch ein Wort ! 
Waldbaume griin, fragt er zu kuhn ? 
Die Baume rauschen im Walde. 

War spricht zum Frager der da fragt? 
Wer kundet, was diess Rauschen sagt? 
Die Wolken ziehn, die Sterne gliihn. 
Die BSume rauschen im Walde. 



Dear L- 



Ruhla, 1839. 



As I do not write currente cdamo^ and hate 
letter-writing more than a school-boy, nothing would 
have induced me to continue my feeble descriptions 
of Thuringia and its people, but your flattering 
expressions of the pleasure they afford you, and your 
desire to have them completed. The f^te I am 
about to describe dates its origin from the twelfth 
century, and, like the Kirmse, is universal. It has 
a great similarity to the ancient Scotch practice of 
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shooting at tlie Popinjay. It generally takes place 
at the latter end of August, or the hegiuning of 
September. It is called the VogelSchiesseti. On 
these occasions there assemble, from all parts of 
Thuriiigia, the sportsmen and chasReui's, frequently 
numbering six and even seven thousand men, to 
contend for the prizes, and prove their skill. Tho 
most beautiful situations are chosen for the scone of 
the Vogel-Schiessen, generally extensive park-like 
grounds, commanding a fiue prospect. Here a pole 
is set up, on the top of which is fixed a wooden 
eagle, with a crown upon its head. The bird is not 
solid, but composed of separate pieces, to each of 
which belongs a prize. The person who shoots off 
the crown, gets perhaps a dozen silver spoons; 
another prize belongs to the wings, &c., &c.; the 
prize of honour being awarded to him who brings 
down the body, which is never done before it has 
received a good peppering of bullets. This lucky 
marksman is named King of the Vogel-Sch lessen. 
and receives a very handsome prize, a silver arrow,, 
a rifle, or some such thing. In order to prevent 
accidents, the shooting does not take place at 
random, but after regular order, each person shooting 
in turn, and they firo from the window of a house or 
stand, erected expressly for tlie purpose. These 
sylvan festivals are very brilliant. I forgot to men- 
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tion tbat there is a select compaDy of marksmen, or 
Schutzen-Compagnie, whose Robin Hood costume 
contributes much to the brilliancy of the scene. 
The Duke of Gotha frequently attends these f^tes, 
and, being an excellent shot, often bears away the 
palm. In addition to the eagle, there are many 
targets set up for archery and arquebuss practice, 
and swings, turn-abouts, and all kinds of amuse- 
ments for the children. Music and dancing, the 
bowl and the song, fill up the tedious intervals. 
The meeting is rarely broken up under a week or 
eight days. It would far exceed the narrow limits 
of a letter, to describe the many interesting festivals, 
which the towns and villages of Thuringia present, 
from the earliest times: the Pfinyst Fest and Drei^ 
faltigkeits FesU the Brunnen FesU and Rosen FesU 
&c., &c., a numerous list. Some villages to this 
day celebrate festivals, which are of Bacchanalian 
origin, though now they have assumed a different 
phase of Christian epoch. The St. Antonius' fest, 
at Schweina, may be instanced as an example. 
From St. John's day until Christmas day, the 
villagers go in procession every Sunday to one of 
the neighbouring hills, to construct a column or 
altar of stones; and, on Christmas eve, they go by 
torch-light, and, placing themselves round this cairn, 
sing hymns in honour of the Creator. It would be 
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well wortlij of tlie antiquarian's researeb, to trace 
the origin and gradual changes of the Thuriugian 
Festivals; as I wish, however, to give you a general 
idea of them, I shall draw to a close with a brief 
description of a Thuringian Marriage Feast, which, 
among the wealthier peasants, is a most important 
festival, and generally lasts three days. An active 
and experienced friend is chosen to undertake the 
onerous duty of Kiidien-Meider, who superintends 
all tlie arrangements for the feasting, as great 
preparations are made; an ox, and a slieep, and two 
or three pigs are killed, casks of beer brewed, and, 
(as in Homeric age,) the bride herself must prepare 
the bread. The evening before the f^te, four or 
five hundred enormous cakes are baked. 

On the wedding morning, the friends assemble 
at the bridegroom's house, and with music accom- 
pany him to church. First the musicians and the 
single young men; secondly, the bridegroom, with a 
wreath of myrtle on his head; then the married 
men ; after whom come the maidens, wearing peculiar 
head-dresses, ornamented with red ribbons and gold 
spangles; lastly comes the bride in a similar dress, 
having a wreath of myrtle on her head, led by two 
old men, the bridesmen and frieuds closing the pro- 
cession. After the church service they join the 
festive board, large portions being placed before 
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each guest, as it is customary to take away what is 
not eaten. This round of eating and drinking lasts 
three days, and dancing and music are the never- 
feiling concomitants. On departing, each guest 
presents two or three thalers, or more, according to 
his means, which, as these meetings are numerously 
attended, defrays the expense of this soHd entertain- 
ment. We may characterize the Thuringians as 
affectionate husbands, very indulgent parents, and of 
a remarkably charitable disposition. Not a feast 
but, at the close, a collection is made for the poorer 
people. May the Thuringian proverb, Wer's Gliick 
haitfuhrt die BrmU heiniy soon become' applicable to 
you. 

Adieu. 



Dear L , 

In my former letters I said enough of fiites 
and feasts to convince you that my friends the 
Thuringians have plenty of red-letter days in their 
calendar, and know how to keep them. 

The Baiiern Almmiach, and twenty other usurpers 
of Dr. Moore's infallible opuscule, which note 
mother Earth's salutations of the Bam, the Bull, 
the heavenly Twins, and other amiable occupants of 
the celestial girdle, are never so thumbed and 
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consulted as when Chrietmas approaches. Long 
before the day, Weihnachieji (the German synonyme) 
is in everybody's mouth. Burgher and peasant, 
student and shopman, all are full of its perspective 
enjoyments; and if we consult the Thuringian voca- 
bulary of Christmas terms, we shall find their termi- 
nology more copious than our own. Not only do vre 
find those exactly answering to our Christmas Box, 
Christmas Carol, &c., but others, peculiar to them- 
selves, as Weihnachtsfratzen, Christbaum, &c., which 
I shall learnedly expound to you by and by. Tis 
true, that among the lingerings of the holiday 
customs of former times, England still preserves 
some few emblems of " merrie Christmasse," in the 
shape of fat beef shows, koUy and mistletoe boughs, 
mince-pies and plum-pudding, good ale and strong 
beer, after all no despicable symbols; but the poetry 
of the season, which exercised such a delightful 
spell on the imagination, has passed away, unless, 
indeed, jingling waits, marrow-bones and cleavers, 
and the nasal wininga of some dirty brats about 
Beth-le-hem, at your door, are esteemed its poetical 
characteristics, worthy to replace that witty knave 
the Lord of misrule, masking, merry disports, and all 
the mummings and disguisements of the Christmas 
gambols. But hold ! poor old England gets so 
many kicks and rebuffs now-a-days, despite her age 
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and infirmities, that I have not the heart to lay 
bare her senile foibles, and, therefore, return to 
Thuringia at once. 

I do not think I could say more to prove the 
inspiring effects of the season, than by observing 
that the whole country is in a bustle, and that for 
Germans is saying a great deal. WIio could 
describe all the planning and fussing of the Haus- 
Jrau, the conclaves of tlie lasses to decide on 
important devices in knitting and netting for gifts 
and souvenirs, the mcliing of brains for poetical 
envelopes to the wishes of the season, and fifty 
other disturbing forces, which are increased tenfold 
at Christmas Eve, when edible and potable are to 
be purchased for the morrow's feast, cakes to be 
baked, rooms to be decorated, presents to receive 
the " coup de maitre," Weilmachtfratzen to be prac- 
tised, and the Chrhtbaum, that delight of the 
juveniles, to be bought and dressed out? Why not 
Briareua himself, had lie been a newspaper reporter. 
The streets and market-place of Gotha (where the 
Thuringian Christmas is kept in perfection), in 
defiance of frost and snow, are crowded with merry 
peasant groups, from all parts of the hills; from 
Sonneberg, with their baskets of toys; from Kra- 
winkle, with fiddles and citherns; from Okrdruff, 
with China pipe-bowls; while there are enough 
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from tbe forest, bringing iu fir-trees, from a foot to 
six feet high, for the Christbdume, as would have 
sliook the soul of Macbeth to swooning, had Thu- 
ringia been Dunmnane. 

Then the shop windows are so brilliant, 'twould 
baffle the powers of George Robins, or even Day 
and Martin's poet laureate, to paint the gaudy scene 
of gold and silver tinsel, flowers, and ribbons, and 
stained candles; and as for the play of features 
reflected in them from the wondering Bauem, 
admiring Madelti, Cruikshank alone could do them 
justice. 

Behold the day arrived! Happy faces, best 
dresses, shops shut up, church bells going, all much 
as ekes noiDt, except that the peasant costumes are 
of a most magnificent kind. The morning is given 
to devotion. On coming out of church, the princi- 
pal phrases I heard were, Recht guten Appetit, Ich 
iDUHSche Ihnen wold zu speisen, denoting extraor- 
dinai7 labours for the digestive powers. I should 
like to send you a bill affair; but the copying of 
such a lengthy document would alarm even a 
lawyer's clerk. Our friends here esteem their great 
Reformer's jovial anathema — 

Wer nicht liebt 

Wein, Weib und Gesang, ' 

Bleibt eiii Narr 



I 
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as part anJ parcel of tbe social institutes. Tlie 
banquet generally takes place in the house of the 
oldest member of the family, the Groszvaler, or 
Urgroszvaier, if he be in existence; he takes the 
chair of honour. The Christmas dinner lasts many 
hours, and many a bottle of good old Khine wine 
and sparkling Sillery are emptied of their contents 
in honour of the toasts, — 

Age libertate Decembrj quundu ita Mojores ruluerunt utere, 
(Hoa.)- 

which are drunk standing, in order to tap all the 
glasses together, which is a never-failing concomi- 
tant here; and it requires some dexterity to go 
through this exhilarating process to the satisfaction 
of the Thuringian, for the glasses must send forth a 
bell-like sound, or it is a bad omen. All things, 
however, must come to an end; so does the Christ- 
mas dinner, not, probably, until it is become quite 
dark, and until the family circle has been augmented 
by numerous friends. Then the doors of a room, 
hitherto kept as secret as Blue Beard's chamber, 
are thrown open, and disclose the marvels of the 
Weiknachts Kinderbautn. This is the most grati- 
fying moment of the day. 

All the hypochondriacs, cynics, and barking 
philosophers, who deny the existence of happiness, 
should witness this scene, the arrangements of 
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which are as follows; — the Weihnacht, or Christmas 
tahlc, is covered with a nice white cloth, in the 
centre of which etands the before-mentioned fir-tree, 
whose temptations would rival those of a certain 
fatal tree. The boughs are loaded with every 
description of fruit, flower, bonbon, and bagatelle, 
and this tree of delight is brilliantly illuminated 
with the little coloured candles. The table is 
strewed with gifts of every kind, for young and 
old, and each finds an appropriate phrase or two 
attached with his name to one or more of the 
offerings. After the Baum is despoiled of its fruits, 
and the souvenirs are transferred to pockets and 
reticules, then come cakes and coffee, pipes and 
beer, and the evening concludes its harmless mirth 
and enjoyment. 

But all is not quite over then, for the lasses 
have to play fifty pranks, or Weihnachtsfratzen, to 
tell when they are to be married, and what their 
futures are like, &c. It is a common belief among 
the lower classes, that on this evening they can 
conjure the image of the lover before them, and 
there are various means resorted to, one of which is 
to lay a cloth for two persons, omitting to place 
forks, and sit down at midnight, when the lover 
will present himself, bringing a fork with him, 
which the raaideu must carefully preserve, for so 
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long as she preserves it, he will be a faithful lover: 
but he must never see it, or he will recognise the 
charm which compelled his appearance, and will 
remember the pains caused by the supernatural 
power: the spell will be broken, and, say the old 
women, great evils might happen. A favourite 
mode of divination is, to buy a pfenning's worth of 
white bread; it must be the end of the loaf. A 
bit of crust is fastened under the right arm, and 
worn all day; at night it must be placed under the 
pillow, when, if a portion be eat during the night, 
the happy fair will be married within the year. 
Many other follies of this kind are practised on 
Christmas Eve; but I have given you enough for 
one letter, or I should describe one of their Christ- 
mas amusements, a ScMittenfahrt or ScMittenrPartie. 
Sometimes thirty sledges, each with a pair of horses, 
and a pair of lovers, who drive to some neighbour- 
ing Yilkge, where a baU is prepared, from which 
they drive home by torch-light. I must reserve 
this, however, for a future series. 

Adieu. 
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Gotha, Mohr Hof, 1839. 



Dear I 



I returned yesterday from my excursiou in 
the mountaius, and again occupy my old quarters in 
the Mohr Hof, My room was tenanted by no less 
a personage than Napoleon for a couple of days 
in his flight after the battle of Leipsig, and from its 
windows he inspected the remnant of the old guard. 
During my absence, the news of an Englishman's 
being engaged in writing a book on Saxe-Coburg 
Gotha had spread like wildfire, and on my retam I 
found my table crowded with books, and numerous 
letters, containing offers of assistance. Amongst 
otlier things, an old manuscript attracted my notice, 
and, on inspection, I found it to contain the curious 
narrative of the Ch-af von Gleichen, which, though 
highly romantic, is founded on fact. It is impossible 
to send you a translation of the whole, as it occupies 
some sixty folio sides, and is by no means easy to 
read, having been written perhaps three centuries ago. 
I have made a hasty translation of some extracts, 
which will give you a tolerable idea of the story. I 
leave you to its perusal, wishing you viel Vergniigm. 
Adieu. 
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Legendary Tale of the Graf von Gleichen. 

** It is just three hundred years, come the day of 
the blessed Virgin, that the Nuncio of the Holy 
Father, Gregory IX., appeared at the court of the 
Emperor Frederic at Naples, urging him, by a new 
Crusade, to rescue the holy city from the infidels. 
Alarmed at the PontiflTs threats, the Emperor sum- 
moned the Princes of the Empire, and assembled a 
numerous band of valiant warriors. In the imperial 
suite was the Landgrave of Thuringia, Lewis the 
Holy, with his knights and followers. Joyfully the 
warriors set out; one only was sad and mournful, 
the noble Count of Gleichen. Lewis inquiring the 
cause of his settled melancholy, the Count replied : 
* Doubt not my courage or devotion to the sacred 
cause ! but I leave my dear Ottilia, with our infant 
children, perhaps for ever.' * Console yourself,' said 
the Landgrave, * I likewise parted with sorrow from 
my true and gracious Elizabeth, but I grieve no 
more, for, while we try the combat, our wives will 
pray to God that we return in safety,' &c. &c." 

^ ¥lt ¥lt ¥lt ¥lt 

[It appears, however, from the MS., that the 
Landgrave died soon after at Otranto, naming 
the Count leader of his vassals. They arrived at 
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Ptolemais, where the Count and his squire Kurt 
were taken prisoners by an ambuscade of Saracens, 
embarked in a vessel to Alexandria, and sent as 
slaves to Grand Cairo, where they were thrown into 
prison and loaded with chains.] 

"The warriors had long returned, and brought 
the news of their leader's sudden disappearance to 
his anxious consort. A thousand conjectures about 
his fate filled the mind of the wretched Ottilia, who 
mourned for her lord as one numbered with the 
dead. Still she fondly cherished the hope that he 
might survive, and sent many a trusty follower to 
the East to make research, but all returned without 
the slightest tidings. The seventh year still found 
■ the noble Count occupant of a gloomy dungeon, 
when, by a stratagem of the faithful Kurt, the 
closed doors were thrown open, and the Count was 
brought before the commander of the slaves, who 
addressed him thus : — ' Thy obstinacy is the cause 
of thy captivity, stubborn Frank; why didst thou 
conceal thy abilities? Thy fellow-prisoner hath 
reported thee to be skilled in the precious art of 
gardening. Execute the will of the most mighty 
Sultan; arrange a garden after the manner of the 
Franks, and spare no pains, for if thy garden delight 
the Sultan's daughtei-, who is the flower of the 
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world, and the brightest jewel of the East, thy 
fortune is eecured,' &c," * • • 

[Here the chronicler relates at lengtli the asto- 
nishment of the Count at this address, linowiiig 
nothing of gardening, but how he concealed his sur- 
prise, and demanded fifty slaves to be placed at his 
disposal, and at their head the trusty Kurt, in order 
that he might execute the Sultan's wishes, which, 
after considerable difiiculty and many consultations 
with Kurt, were at lengtli accomplished.] 

" This garden was destined for Melechsala, the 
only child spared to the Sultan of a numerous 
progeny. She was beautiful as the morning, and 
was the idol of his soul. It was to surprise her on 
her natal day that the Frankish garden was pre- 
pared, for Melechsala had amongst her slaves a 
Christian girl, to whom she was much attached, and 
from whose descriptions she bad imbibed a taste 
for foreign fashions. In this alone she was faithful 
to the customs of the East : she had loved flowers 
from earliest childhood, and twisted graceful gar- 
lands full of poetry and meaning. The birth-day 
of Melechsala approached, and the Sultan resolved 
to visit the garden. Full of anxiety, expecting to 
lose his head, or at least to resume bis chains, the 
Count awaited the mighty Sultan's coming; but. 
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tiiauks to tlie potent charm of novelty, the Sultan 
■1 satis^tion, &c. &c." * * 



[Here the MS. narrates a conversation between 
the Sultan and the Count, and how the latter was 
appointed Bostangi or chief gardener, with slaves 
and attendants, and became quite a favourite.] 

" On a mild day of spring, Melechsala was first 
introduced into the Frankish garden, but a long 
time elapsed ere our Bostangi's wish to see the 
flower of the world was gratified, as, in observance 
of the Eastern customs, the troublesome attendance 
of the eunuchs only was allowed, and all others 
carefully excluded. On one occasion, tempted by 
the fresh breezes of the morning, the fair Melech- 
sala strolled forth alone ft-om the sleepy Harem into 
her favourite grounds; the dew still decked with 
pearly drops the glistening plants, &c. &e. 
» « » « • 

[As might be expected, the noble gardener was 
engaged quite apropos amongst the flowers. He 
sees Melechsala, who had laid aside her veil, and, 
when she addresses him, remains speechless with 
astonishment at her melodious voice and transcen- 
dent beauty.] 

"'Christian, fear not!' said the Princess; 'by 
my order thou art here, to nurse my darling plants. 
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my cherished flowers.' 'Splendid flower of the 
vorld,' replied the Count, * before whose wondrous 
beauty, tlie brightest gem is pale, a word from thee 
rejoices the soul of thy slave, who bears his cap- 
tivity with gladuess if thou but esteem him worthy 
of thy commaods.' Melechaala, who awaited not 
an answer, was astonished to hear such flattering 
speech coming from a slave, and regarding closely 
the noble features of the still youthful Count, the 
veil alone concealed the blush which tinged her 
maiden cheek. She gave some trifling orders, and 
resumed her walk. The following day her visit was 
renewed. Insensibly the pure and innocent breast 
of the Eastern maid beat with undefined sentiments 
of tender admiration of the noble Frank. She 
foresaw not the danger of these oft-repeated visits, 
but without reserve she passed her morning hours 
in conversing with the Count, who, though bold and 
daring in the fight, before this artless girl was timid 
as the dove ; nor had he the most remote idea of 
the feelings with which he had inspired her gentle 
bosom. Chance disclosed the secret. 'Twas a 
lovely evening. The rays of the setting suu illu- 
mined with purple splendour the mosques and 
cupolas of Grand Cairo. Melechsala conversed with 
the Count, twining in tasteful order a bunch of 
fresh gathered flowers, when, following the impulse 



206 LETTERS FROM THUBINGIA. 

of tbe moment, she gave it to the Count, who with 
teuder gratitude placed it in his boaom, nescient of 
the secret meaning the chosen blooms concealed. 
The loTely girl supposed her floral speech was 
understood, and requested him to cull for her a 
'bouquet' in return. Hastening to the choicest 
bede of just blooming flowers, he gathered a bud of 
the splendid Muschirumi, which he presented on 
his knees. How great was his surprise, when 
Melechsala drew back, and, with averted look, hesi- 
tated to accept the fragrant flower. Her mild 
serenity had quickly disappeared, and, drawing 
around her the screening veil, she hurried from the 
garden, &c. &c." » • * * * 

[Now follows a long explanation of the cause. 
Those who have studied tbe manners of the East, 
or read Hasselquist's Journey to Palestine, will know 
that the Count had unconsciously declared love to 
his mistress, and that in a way which had violated 
the virgin modesty, since the only rhyme to Mus- 
chirumi in the Arabian is Ydskerumi. Neither 
the Count, however, nor the trusty Kurt, to whom 
he related his adventure, could interpret Melech- 
sala's behaviour, which would have cost him his 
head, had not her softness and love towards the 
stranger suppressed the pride which arose in the 
bosom of the Sultan's daughter.] 
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"The Count in vain awaited a solution of the 
mystery from Melechsala herself; many days elapsed 
ere she re-appeared. The Count then threw himself 
at her feet, to supplicate forgiveness for his unknown 
fault. Meleeheala beckoned him to follow her. 
He obeyed in silence, and, after losing eight of the 
garden, they stopped before the door of a summer 
palace of the Sultan, which was quickly opened by a 
slave. Entering one of its rich saloons Melecheala 
thus spoke: — 'The will of the Prophet be done!' 
she began; ' three times I have invoked him to give 
me a sign, if I wander in the paths of folly and error. 
The Prophet has been silent. He approves of the 
dove's resolve, to deliver the captive linnet from his 
fetters, and to live with him in the same nest. The 
Sultan's daughter has not despised the Muschirumi. 
Tarry no longer; find the Iman, he will make thee 
a faithful believer in the Moschee, and not in vain; 
for then I shall request my father that he create 
thee a Bacha in his provinces. Proudly may'st thou 
then lift up thine eyes to the splendour of the 
throne!' The Count, dumb with amazement, now 
first perceived the mistake he had committed. A 
struggle, fierce and long, of conflicting sentiments 
agitated his troubled heart. The tempter tried his 
most enticing wiles to vanquish the scruples of the 
Count, to persuade him to abjure his creed and 
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become a faithless liasband to his lone Ottilia. But 
after a lengthened silence, lie answered thus: — 
'Alas! fairest and best of maidens, for me there ia 
uo hope. Know, then, that a virtuous wife mourns 
my absence from my native land. How could I 
give that heart to thee, already sacred to another's 
iove?' 'Look,' said Melechsala, 'there are still 
blooming many other flowers besides her whom 
thou callest the flower of the world: they all refresh 
our eyes and sense with their varied hue and sweet 
perfume. Should not the constant sight of one and 
the same tire thy aching vision? Nor would I ask 
thee to nurse this one alone. The fortune I destine 
for thee thy wife may partake. She also shall Uve 
in thy serail, and shall be to me a dear companion, 
who will love me for thy sake. I will call her 
children mine,' With eyes full of tender expres- 
sion she looked upon the again undecided Count, 
who, wrapt in thought, scarcely conscious of what 
passed, was roused from his reverie by the friendly 
Kurt. Melechsala had vanished, &e., &c." 
• * * * « 

[Now follows a description of Kurt's argnments, 
who advises the Count to accept the brilliant offer. 
' For should the Countess Ottilia,' said he, ' still 
live, in your castle they believe you dead, and she 
most probably ere this is married to another. As 
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to your belief, the man may show the way to heaven 
better than the wife. If the Princess love you, 
she will not mind to change her Paradise for 
Christendom.'' The reasoning of Kurt, joined to a 
curious dream of Ottilia's death, at length stag- 
gered the resolutions of the Count. At his next 
interview with Melechsala, he disclosed his real 
rank and high descent*, and painting in glowing 
colours the pleasures and delight which would await 
them in his Thuringian home, proposes an instant 
flight.] 

'^Clothed in a caftan, and taking a casket of 
richest diamonds, Melechsala left the serail, and 
fled with her lover. They reached Alexandria in 
safety, and embarking here in a merchant vessel, 
soon gained the port of Venice, &c." 



[Here the Count meets one of his old retainers, 
who, with tears of joy, recognised his long-lost 
master. From him he learned that Ottilia still 
lived, and remained faithful to the nuptial vow. 
New perplexities embarrass now our hero, who, after 
much reflection, sends a long account of his adven- 
tures, of his captivity and flight with the Sultan's 
daughter, who had left her native land, the splendour 
of the throne, and all her comforts, through love for 
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him, and under the condition of becoming liia wife, 
which, misled by a fatal dream, he had promised.] 

" Ottilia wept with joy at the tidings of her 
beloved lord's return, and often pressed the letter 
to her trembling lips. But on perusing its contents, 
the tears soon ceased to flow, and, with bitter 
exclamations, she execrated the Crusade as the 
source of all her woes, and ill brooked the thought 
of Bharing with another lier husband's love, fee." 



[Here again, however, a nightly vision is 
described. Ottilia sees her husband returned: he 
embraced her and her children; while in the back 
ground stood a lovely female, of angelic counte- 
nance, who seemed to view with kind attention this 
loving scene. She began to reflect, that without 
the fair Saracen's aid, she had perhaps never more 
seen her beloved, and changing her determination, 
sends a favourable reply to the Count's wishes. 
Tliis reaches him at Rome, where Melechsala had 
abjured her faith, and turned to the doctrines of the 
all-saving Church. She was baptized AngeUca. 
The joy which the holy father felt was taken 
advantage of by Count Ernest to propose the double 
marriage; but in vain. That, however, which Ihs 
solicitations failed to procure, the beauty of Ange- 
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lica effected. Slie Iierseif pleadwl lior cause, and 
after a convocation of the Vatican, a Imll of 
dispensation was granted. The Count, now leaving 
Angelica to follow with the faithful Kurt, travelled 
day and night to reach Thurtngia'a hills, and agaio 
embraced his fond Ottilia. Soon after came Ange- 
lica, whose approach was descried in the distance 
from the Gleichen Towers, Ottilia and her Ernest 
went forth to welcome the foreign maiden. Ottilia 
embraced her with warmest love, and the scene 
of the happy meeting to this day is called the 
Freudenthal, or Valley of Joy. 

Soon the nuptials were celebrated; the knights 
and chieftains of Thuringia tlirongcd the halls of 
the Caatle of Gleichen, and joy and feasting pro- 
claimed the absent lord's return, &:c. 

The manuscript concludes by stating that 
Meleehsala remained childless, but loved the 
children of Ottilia as her own. Death first 
snatched her away from this happy union, and 
Bomfiwhat later, Ottilia, who was shortly followed 
by the Count (1264). They were all three buried 
in the same grave. Their tombstone is before the 
altar of St. Peter's Church, at Erfort. Ottilia is 
represented with a mirror in her hand, emblem of 
her prudence: on the light hand you see Angelica, 
■with a coronet and symbols of her Eastern origin : 
P S 
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between them is the Count, The nuptial couch is 
still shown to strangers, in the Jtaikern Kammer, as 
a precious relic. A splinter of it, worn instead of 
the busk, is said to destroy all jealousy in the 
female heart. Mauy relics still remain confirmatory 
of the tradition. At Tonna are preserved the 
turban and gold cross of the fair Saracen; and the 
Burgomaster of Kirschberg possesses, in the old 
Castle of Tanuerode, near Eisenach, an old carpet, 
on which the whole history is embroidered.] 



Weimar. 
Dear L , 

You can easily imagine my eagerness to see 
Weimar. No one who knows anything of German 
literature, or German literarj' men, but has heard of 
Weimar; and few can have read a tour in Germany 
without learning that the Muses had taken up their 
residence here, and that the Grand Duke's capital 
was, in all respects, a second Athens. Some enthu- 
siastic gentleman has discovered wonderful topo- 
graphical analogies between the valley of the 11m, 
with its purling stream, and the Academic groves 
and Ilyon's waters. Without pretending to rival 
the fervour of this classic tourist, I can assure you 




I 
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that no visit waa looked forward to with so much 
pleasure as that to Weimar, and yet the six hours' 
ride was continually postponed ; I think upon the 
same principle as some children look very long at 
a tart before they eat it. How long I shonld have 
revelled in the perspective enjoj-ment, had I not, 
the other day, been presented to the Grand Dnke 

I and his amiable Duchess, who are staying at the 
Court here, it is difficult for me to say. The Duke 
entered into conversation, with the accustomed 
affability of his family, regretted his inability to 
speak the English, and finished by inviting me to 
come and pay the Court of Weimar a visit. This I 
readily did; and shortly after the Grand Duke's 
return was numbered among the guests of this 
hospitable place. Did I possess the pen of Dumas, 
I might give birth to a small volume of "Impres- 

' Bions" antecedent and subsequent to my arrival, but 
you know my abhorrence of twaddle, and will there- 
fore do — as amateur actors at a rehearsal without 
the audience do — imagine them. Tliat I should 
see Fausts and Gretchens, in any neat made couple, 
telling their tale of love to the gentle moon in the 
palace gardens, and convert into credulous Marthas 
half the old women, will not astonish you. The 
first thing, however, which struck me, on enter- 
ing the Eh-b Prim hotel, was an oil painting of 
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Qotlie, bung up in the Stdle a manger. TUis was 
done a few montlis previous to his death, and repre- 
sents him sitting in his library, dressed in a blue 
robe de ckambre. I asked the waiter if he had seen 
Gothc. and if it were a good Ukeness. " Oh yes, 
sir," said he, " it is very Uke His Excellence." 
Although I was aware of Gothe's ministerial dignity, 
it seemed very unnatural to hear the prefix EiPcet- 
lence de applied to the great man. From what I 
could leani, however, it would seem that Giithe 
would have thought it equally strange had his title 
been omitted. In speaking of him, tlie Weimar 
I>eople often say : Der Hcrr Geheimraih, or the Mr. 
Privy Councillor. This will naturally pass away, 
and Gi'ith^ like Napoleon or Shakespeai-e, will he 
Gi'itlie only. As it is but eight years since he died, 
the Weimarians, yet under the influence of personal 
recollections, cannot separate the poet from tlie 
minister. 

Having left word with the Lokndiener, or Com- 
missionaire, to take some twenty of my visiting 
cards to the princijKil oflicers of the Grand Duke's 
household, to notify my arrival, I went to see 
Gritbe's bouse. Much delighted I was to find that 
everything continues in exactly the same state as 
at the moment of bis decease. In the little bed- 
room, on the dressing table, standa the last bottle 
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of medicine, yet half-full, with Herrn Gefteimrath 
Excdlenz von Giithe ou tlie label. Tlie rooms, 
collections of minerals, prints, portraits of Gothe's 
friends, about three hundred, among tbcm several 
Englishmen, admirably drawn in crayons by a 
Weimar artist; presents he received, as a gold 
wreath from the City of Frankfurt, seal stamp from 
fifteen of Gothe's English admirers, Byron, Moore, 
&c., were all shown to me by Herr Krauter, Gothe's 
quondam amanuensis, who told me an infinity of 
anecdotes of his great master. It appears, from his 
description, that Gothe's works, like Minerva, sprang 
from the brain in a state of perfection, for he would, 
after perhaps for months revolving any subject in 
his mind, and mentally shaping out the whole into 
form, walk daily, for hours, up and down in his 
room, and dictate to his secretary until the whole 
was committed to manuscript. After inspecting 
all the " reiiquias," even to the wardrobe, I went to 
pay my respects to Dr. Eckermann, the intimate 
friend of Gothe, and, for many years previous to the 
poet's death, his constant companion. This gentle- 
man is one of the most remarkable instances of the 
triumph of genius, and a striking illustration of the 
Horatian adage, Poeta nasciiur, Sfc. Born in the 
rMDOte and miserable village of Winsen, some 
lea^^s from Luoeburg, bis parenta were of tlie 
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most humble cla:j8 : the father gaining a trifle a.^ 
s pedlar, hy selling socks, and tapes, and little 
pictures in the neighbouring villages, while the 
mother was employed at home spinning. Yoang 
Eckfrmaun's boyhood passed away in cow and sheep 
tending, leasing and picking up acorns for the geese 
during the autumn; and in the ■winter season as the 
occasional companion of his father. I think he 
informed me, that it was his taste for drawing which 
first brought him under the notice of some neigh- 
bouring gentleman, through whose assistance he 
obtained the elements of a very slender education, 
little more than reading and writing. When about 
twenty, he could not resist the patriot feeling which 
warmed his breast, and joined as a volunteer in 
Kielmannsegge's Jiiger corps, and made the cam- 
paigns of '13 and '14, after which he abandoned the 
Bword for the pen. His first little poems, descrip- 
tive of scenes from a soldier's life, and written with 
the ardour of a true patriot, were greatly adndred ; 
and he shortly after published a small volume of 
poetical criticism, Beitrdgc zwr Pocsie, wliich recom- 
mended him to Ciothe's notice, at whose request he 
came to reside at Weimar, where first he began his 
education ; for up to this period he was, in all 
respects, the child of nature. I cannot, in a letter, 
depict the workings of this extraordinary man's 




L£TT£B8 FROM THURINGIA. 217 

mind, aud the high state of cultivation to ivhich he 
attained, under the guidance of his powerful friend, 
but advise you, by all means, to read his delightful 
work, entitled Gesprdche mil Gothe, the record of 
daily conversations with Gothe, during a period of 
ten years, on all possible subjects. There is no book 
in existence which so familiarizes one with Gothe's 
manner of thought and expression as this. To show 
the high esteem in which he held Eckermann, Gothe 
made him his literary executor; and he is now 
engaged in preparing a new edition of all Grothe's 
works, with critical notes, in forty volumes. Having 
received a precious gift from this amiable man, 
none other than some autograph poetry of his illus- 
trious friend, I was highly satisfied ^ith the result 
of ray morning's occupation. I returned to the 
Erb PrinZy where I found an invitation to dine at 
the palace awaiting me. To-morrow I shall have 
something new to write about. 

Adieu, a domain. 



Weimar. 
Dear L , 

I left off my letter rather abruptly yester- 
day, in order to get dressed in time for dinner at 
the palace. About half-past 2 p.m., the carriages 
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of tlie convies were rumbling along the Grande 
Place down to the palace in grand style; perhaps 
not Buch vehicles as would call forth the admiration 
of a Long-Acre worthy, being something between 
a drosky and a lord-mayor's coach, but the hammer- 
cloths are very fine. The panels have emblazonings 
enough for a whole peerage, and the coachmen's 
fiirbelow'd driving coat of tiger or black bear skin, 
with the cocked hat and silver lace, not forgetting 
the gay green and gold uniform of the chasseur, and 
the trappings of the long-tailed horses, give really 
an imposing appearance to the equipage, in despite 
of its antiquity. Aa the guard-house is on the 
Grande Place, when any reigning Prince, general 
officer, or minister, passes by, the guard turns out 
to present arms, and although the Grand Duke's 
dominions are uot quite so extensive as those of the 
Emperor of all the Kussias, there were generals and 
ministers enough to keep the drums beating, with 
short intervals of repose, until three o'clock, by 
which time the guests were, as the showmen say, 
"all in." 

In less than ten minutes after my arrival, we 
were seated at the dinner table. I had the honour 
of being placed next to the Grand Duke, and ojjpo- 
site to the Prince of Barkfeld, then on a visit 
After a ca{>ital repast of a blended cuisine, Genaao 
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aiid French, wliich occupied at most au liour, 
coffee was served iu an adjoiuing room, after which 
all retired to their respective domiciles, returning, 
however, about eight o'clocit, to pass the evening. 
It may amuse you to learn how the usual court 
soirees are conducted. I need not tell you that all 
the gentlemen wear uniforms or court-dresses, and 
the ladies, "grande toilette," das verstelit sich, as the 
Germans say. There is a suite of fine rooms (five 
or six) tiirown open, brilliantly lighted up. In the 
first ia stationed a good qi^adrille band ; in the 
second are tables covered vrith albums, and every 
species of pretty bagatelle and nic-nac ; in the third 
are placed chaira and sophas for the petits jeu^; 
in the fourth are the whist tables, for the Grand 
Duke and Duchess; the remaining rooms are merely 
serviceable as cool retreats after dancing, being 
luxuriously furnished, and redolent of choice exotics. 
The Grand Duke generally decides how the young 
people are to be amused. While the cakes, tea, 
&c., are being handed about, the petits jeux, which 
1 need not describe to you, as I dare say your sisters 
can tell you all about them, commence the evening 
entertainments. The Duke and Duchess sit down 
to whist at different tables, the grand chauiberlaiu, 
master of the horse, or other high functionaries, 
being partners. After the Gruid Duke and Dudiess 
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are seated at the whist table, all the ladies go and 
make their curtsies, after which, the gentlemen 
having made their hows, tlie amusements commence. 
Some play at pctits jeiur, others go and dance, Walze, 
Galoppe, Mazurka, or Contredanse. The quiet 
folks examine the albums and nic-nac, and, in feet, 
eacli amuses himself to his own taste. About eleven 
o'clock all take their leave. The Grand Duchess 
Bpeaks the English very well, and is, of all the 
Princesses I have seen, without exception, the most 
graceful and dignified in her manners and carriage. 
The serene, placid expression, the perfect repose of 
every feature, is such as I never beheld in any 
human being. Independent of the Grand Duchess 
being a very fine woman, and a Grand Duchess into 
the bargain, there is something so majestic in her 
bearing and deportment, that you would, if perfectly 
ignorant of her rank, single her out from a thousand 
women as the woman of rank. Nature has stamped 
nobility in every movement. The Grand Duke is 
all life and vivacity, full of conversation and anec- 
dote, and resembles, in his quickness of manner and 
conversation, our venerable monarch, George the 
Third. 

The court is in some respects even more bril- 
liant than that of Gotha, and, what is exceedingly 
jifeasant for foreigners, nothing but French is 
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spoken. Neither are literary characters wanting to 
give an agreeable tone to society. Baron Sternberg 
the novelist, Madame de Gros, Madame de Gothe, 
both authoresses of some distinction, may be men- 
tioned as those of the court circle most known to 
the literary world. The Grand Duchess being a sister 
of the Emperor of Russia, has naturally made sundry 
innovations in court ceremonies and arrangements, 
favourable to luxury and splendour ; and of all the 
courts, great and small, which I have seen, none 
unite so much, either in external appearance or 
internal economy, the magnificence of a princely 
residence with the ease and comfort of a private 
family mansion. As Madame de Stael says, ''La 
vie de Weimar et celle du chateau." What with 
pic-nic rambles, rustic fi^tes in summer, the chasse 
in autamn, sledge parties, balls, concerts in winter, 
a good library, news-rooms, and theatre all the year 
round, and a constant influx of distinguished visi- 
tors, who are sure of a courteous reception, having 
proper introductions, the little German courts, 
especially those of Weimar and Gotha, are the most 
agreeable residences I know. To-morrow I shall 
visit the Ducal Library, and write again before leav- 
ing Weimar, if I find anything particularly worthy 
of communication. For the present, therefore, 

Adieu. 
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iVeimar. 
Dcrar L , 

I told you I should write again before quit- 
ting Weimar, if I found anything in the Library 
particularly worthy of remark. I shall not attempt 
to describe the Library itself, I mean the rooms and 
galleries, for nothing but a drawing could convey a 
&itliful idea; but I shall sum up my opinion in a 
few words, by stating that it is the most beautiful 
one I ever saw. Although there ia nothing very 
curious in the way of Manuacript*, Inctitia/nil^, &e., 
the Library contains the most costly editions of the 
best works of all countries, ages, and languages, and, 
as near as the librarian could guess, amounted, iu 
point of number, to about eighty thousand volumes. 
There is likewise a military library, containing plans 
and models of all the forts in Europe, which is unique. 
I, as usual, groped about among the old German 
manuscripts and paraplilets, and was fortunate enough 
to stumble upon a highly interesting one, which 
deserves being made public, as it refers to the 
greatest characters of the age. It describes the 
f^tes given to their Majesties, the Emperor Napo- 
leon and the Emperor Alexander, on the 6th and 
7tb of October, 1808, by the Grand Duke Charles 
Aagustus, in which, as you- will see. Kings and 
Princea were as common as blackberries; and the 
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names of Gothe, Wieland, Talma, need only to be 
named to show that the Kings of Literature and Art 
were likewise to be found there. You are aware of 
the meeting of Napoleon and Alexander having 
taken place at Erfurt, four leagues from Weimar. 
The Emperor Alexander arrived September 25th, 
and was received in great pomp by torcli-light. 
The Grand Duke was already gone to Eisenach to 
meet Napoleon. The Duke of Vicenza (C'aulin- 
court), French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, set 
out immediately for ECisenach, to inform Napoleon 
of the Emperor's arrival. On the 26tli September 
the Emperor, after transacting business with the 
Ministers, rode out to the Belvedere, the summer 
residence of the Duke, and, after dinner, went to 
tbe Court Theatre. The 27tb, the two Emperors 
met at three o'clock. Napoleon was on horseback, 
Alexander in a carriage. They descended an<l 
embraced each other most cordially. The way they 
spent their time at Erfurt was as follows: — After 
sending to make mutual inquiries every morning at 
their rise, each gave audieuce, and transacted affairs 
■with their Ministers. After twelve, passed in 
review the French troops, quartered in tbe town 
and environs. Every day at six o'clock dinner was 
laid in Napoleon's Palace, which tlie Emperor, the 
Grand Dnke, and tlie other Kings, joined. At 
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Beven o'clock precisely, tlie whole party weut to the 
theatre, where the best tragic actors of France 
represented the chefs dceuvres of Comeille, Rariue, 
Voltaire, &c. The theatre was open to all persona, 
who obtained tickets from the Court of France, to 
behold the Emperors, Kings, and Princes, who were 
placed in the parterre, or pit, in the following 
order: — 




ORCHESTRA. 






P P". G'.D^. Ki-Wirt. N»p. AUa- K",B»». Kr. 8«. P.P™. 


GlHISALS, &C. 


The number of decorations and rich uniforms 
dazzled the sight. It was a coup tFceil unigtte, to 
see assembled, in such a small space, so many 
Monarch?, Princes, celebrated Generals and States- 
men. The performance ended at ten o'clock, when 
Napoleon always returned with Alexander to his 
palace, and they conversed together until after 
midnight. The number of Kings and Princes con- 
tinued to increase until October 5tb. The otherwise 
quiet and deserted city of Erfurt appeared, as if by 
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enchantment, to have become the Capital of Empe- 
rors. The Grand Duke of Weimar having offered 
an entertainment to the Emperors for the 6th and 
7th October, great preparations were made for a 
grand stag hunt, in the Forest of Ettersberg. Eight 
days were employed in arrangements, and hundreds 
of peasants were engaged to drive the game. At a 
short distance from the Chateau, between the great 
and little Ettersberg, on an open space, whence the 
view of Thuringia was most picturesque, a pavilion 
was erected, from which the Monarchs fired on the 
game. A species of open tent was erected in form 
of a portico, supported by trees for columns, and 
decorated with branches, flowers, &c., 223 feet long, 
61 broad, covering a surface of 10,000 square feet; 
the facade ornamented by ten columns of 22 feet 
high, embellished with garlands of flowers and fruits. 
The interior was divided into three principal parts, 
the SaUe des Empereurs^ and two for the suite. All 
round the pavilion was an inclosure of high netting, 
with entrance, to drive the deer through. The 6th of 
October was a lovely autumnal morning : thousands 
of spectators had assembled, and the whole scene 
resembled one of those joyous popular fetes of the 
hills. At ten o'clock the Grand Duke, followed by 
his Grand Huntsmen, De Fritsch and De Seebach, 
left the pavilion, to go and meet the Emperors, who 

Q 
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quitted Erfurt about twelve, and were received lij 
tlie Grand Duke on tlie frontier, and immediately 
conducted to the pavilion, which they reached at 
one o'clock. The fanfarr and the acclamations of 
the people assembled were stunning. 

The Kings of Bavaria. Saxony, Wiirtemberg, 
and the Prince Primate, arrived before the Emperors, 
besides many German Princes. The Prince of 
Neufchatel (Berthier), Marshal of the Empire, the 
Duke de Dalniatia (Soult), the Duke de Monte- 
bello (Lannes), and a brilliant cortege of Generals, 
Ciiamberlains, &c., accompanied the Monarche. At 
a given signal the chasse began. The covers were 
drawn, the game was tracked and driven forward, 
and the trumpets and horns announced the stags 
with ten horns. The first gun was presented to the 
Monarchs by the following persons: — 

To the Emperor of France, by Berthier, Grand Voncur 



s France. 
Emperor of Russia, 
King of Bavaria, 
King of Saxony, 
King of Wiirtenberg, 



De Staff. 
Schwartzenfels. 
Be Lynker. 
Annerwald. 



His Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, had by 
him six of his pages, a porte arqmhcse, and four 
piqueurs; the faithful Mameluke Bustan loaded hia 
gun. 
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The Emperors and the Kings fired very often, 
and at four o'clock, when the chasse ended, had 

killed 

47 Stags. 

3 Roe-bucks. 
3 Hares. 
1 Fox. 

During the chasse several pauses were made, 
when, according to the German custom, the Tror 
queurs, masked as Savages, having chaplets and 
girdles of oak-leaves, advanced, to place the game 
before the pavilion. 

All went off without the slightest accident. 
Pleased with the day's sport, the Emperors, Kings, 
and Princes, quitted the hills and returned to 
Weimar, where they were met at the gates by the 
magistrates and burghers, with the different ensigns 
symbolical of their trades, who stood ranged in a 
double line up to the Palace, where the military 
were all drawn out en masse. The two Emperors 
entered Weimar in an open hunting-carriage, and 
presented themselves to the eager gaze of the 
admiring multitude. Their Majesties were received 
by the Grand Duke and Duchess, the Hereditary 
Prince, &c., &c. Each of the Kings and Princes 
had a guard of honour, of one officer and twenty 
men, of the Duke's fusileers. The Kings having 

joined, with their suites, the two Emperors, at six 

q2 
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dinner was announced. The Emperors' table was 
laid out for eighteen. 



10 11 




No. 1. The Hereditary Prince of Weimar. 

2. Duke of Oldenburg. 

3. Prince of Neufchatel. 

4. Prince William of Prussia. 

5. Grand Duke Constantine. 

6. King of Westphalia. 

7. King of Wiirtenberg. 

8. Queen of Westphalia. 

9. Emperor of Russia. 

10. Emperor of France. 

11. Duchess of Weimar. 
] 2. King of Bavaria. 

13. Princess of Weimar. 

14. King of Saxony. 

15. Prince Primate. 

16. Prince Benevento. 

17. Hereditary Prince of Mecklenburg Schwerin. 

1 8. Duke of Weimar. 



The grand dignitaries of the Court had orders to 
serve the Royal table; but this their Majesties 
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refused. The Emperor Napoleon was served by his 
four pages, and the Emperor Alexander by those of 
the Court of Weimar. The dinner lasted one hour. 
The following persons dined at the Grand Marshal's 
table. 

Of the Emperor ofRuma's Suite. 

Le Comte Tolstoy, Grand Marechal. 

Le Comte de Tula, Ambassadeur k la Cour de France. 

Prince Galitzin. 

Prince Twoletzkin. 

Prince Wolkinskei. 

Prince Oaganis. 

M. de Chaniken, Ambassadeur k la Cour de Saxe. 

Le Ministre de Speranskiy 

Le Comte de Scherwalden. 

Le Comte d^Ozarofsky. 

M. d^Araktschegin. 

M. de Balatine. 

M. de Villiers, premier Medecin de I'Empereur. 

Suite de FEmpereur de France. 

Le Due de Bassano (Maret) Ministre Secretaire d'^Etat. 
Le Due de Friaul (Duroc), Grand Marechal. 
Le Due de Dalmatie (Soult), Marechal de TEmpire. 
,Le Duo de Montebello (Lannes). 
Le Due de Rovigo (General Savary). 
Le Due de Vicenza (Caulincourt), Grand Veneur. 
Le Comte de R^musat, premier Chambellan. 
M. de Bourgoing, Ambassadeur k la Cour de Saxe. 
Generals, Nausoul, Larriston. 
MM. de Montesquieu, Beausset, Cammille, Cavaletti. 
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With numbers of the suites of the reigning Sove- 
reigns. Tliero were in all five hundred and fifty 
persona, who sat down to dinner in the Palace on 
this occasion. 

At seven o'clock the Emperors and the other 
princely guests went to the Court Theatre: the town 
and environs were illuminated. The Emperors sat 
in the parterre, as at Erfurt. The French actors 
had come over, and the Death of Ctssar (Voltaire's 
tragedy) was performed, — Talma, in the rdle of 
Brutus; M. St. Prix in that of Ccesar. After the 
play, the Kings, &c., went through the town, to see 
the illumination, and then to the Palace, where the 
Emperor Alexander opened the ball with the Queen 
of Westphalia by a Polonaise. The Grand Duke 
Constantine's dancing was much admired. Napo- 
leon conversed with the different persons present, 
especially with Gothe and Wieland, who were there. 
" Mit beiden spraeh der Held des Jahrhimderts 
sehr lange, und zu wiederholten malen mit letzteren. 
Er discutirte mit freyer Genialitat und tiefem 
Scharf blicke, ^vichtige Gegenstande der alten mid 
neueren Geschichte und Literatur, die sein umfas- 
sender Geiet unter neuen grossen Gesichtspunkten 
darstellte. Mit sichtbaren WohlwoUen zeicUnete 
der erhabene Monarch diese Coryphiien der deuts- 
chen Literatur aus, und gab hierdurch den scbmei- 
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chelhafben Beweis, dass ihm die Nation, deren 
Protector er ist, werth sey, und er ihr eigentliches 
National-Band, ihre Literatur und Sprache achte 
und wiirdige. Ehe der Kaiser Napoleon sich um 
ein Ubr in seine Zimmer zuriickzog, spracb er 
zuletzt nocli mit grosser Lebhaftigkeit den geheimen 
Rath von Gotbe*." The Emperor Alexander staid 
until three o'clock. 

Thus concluded the 6th October, ever memo* 
rable in the annals of Weimar, numbering within 
the walls of the Palace two Emperors, one Queen, 
three Kings, and so many Princes. The Emperor 
Napoleon having desired to visit the field of battle 
of Jena, with Alexander, orders were given for the 
necessary arrangements. Deputations from the 
university presented addresses to both the Emperors, 
and the next day the Emperors left for Erfurt. 
On the 12th October, the Emperor Napoleon con- 



* " The hero of the age conversed for a length of time with both, 
and with the latter more than once. He discoursed with an easy 
familiarity and keen discernment upon important subjects, of ancient 
and modem history, and literature, which his grasping intellect 
represented in a new and elevated point of view. The exalted 
monarch distinguished with evident favour these Coryphaei of German 
literature, thus affording the flattering proof, that the nation, whose 
protector he is, b dear to him; and that he esteems and honours 
her peculiar nationality, her literature and language. Before the 
Emperor Napoleon retired to his apartment (at one o'clock), he 
addressed among the last the Privy Councillor von Gothe With great 
vivacity." 
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ferret! the Cross of the Legion of Honour on the 
two great poets Gothe and Wicland, with very 
flattering letters addressed to them. The two 
Emperors left Erfurt on the 14th of October: 
the Emperor Alexander staid at "Weimar till 
the 16th. 

Up to the 10th of October, the number of 
Kings and Princes continued to augment At that 
time there were two Emperors, one Queen, four 
Kings, forty Dukes and Princes, besides Ministers, 
Genemls, and Ambassadors. 

The following list of the performances of the 
French company at Erfurt before the Royal audience 
may be amusing; — 



Sept 


28. 


Cinna 


of Comeille. 




29. 


Andromaqiie 


Racine. 




30. 




Racine. 


Oct. 


1. 


Zaire 


Voltaire. 




2. 


Mithridate 


Racine. 




3, 


(Edipe 


Voltaire. 




4. 


IpUgHU en Aidide 


Racine. 




5. 


PkHre . 


Racine. 




6. 


La Mort da Char 


Voltaire. 




7- 


Let Herades . 


Comeille. 




8. 




Comeille. 




9. 


Mahomet 


Voltaire. 




10. 


Rhadamiete et ZinoUe Crebillion. 




11. 


Le Cid . 


Comeille. 




12. 


Manlius Capitolinus 


De le Fefre 




13. 


Bajazet . 


Racine. 
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Dear L ^ 

Your impatience to learn some details of 
the Student-life in Jena, has rendered you more 
than usually facetious. Your pretty little letter 
and lecture on indecision, procrastination, &c., 
winding up in the good old aunt and grandmama 
style with " delays are dangerous,'* found me actually 
here, after having, it is true, been several times on 
the eve of coming, and, therefore, as often pre- 
vented. But the " delays," liebster L ^ were 

not " dangerous;** on the contrary, most propitious, 
since they enabled me to make the acquaintance of 
three Jena students, who promised to disclose to 
me the mysteries of the Burscherdeben^ and at whose 
suggestion I procured also introductions to several 
Jena notabilities from that most amiable of men, 
and most learned of scholars, Frederick Jacobs^ and 
no Sultan's firman was ever more religiously 
respected than his friendly missives, so that I came 
imder the best auspices, and have seen and learned 
all to my heart's content. My trip is quite of the 
" veni, vidi, vici'* order. Before, however, I begin a 
word about Jena and its Burschen, I must write you 
a copy of one of that dear old man's little cards of 
introduction, with the accompanying note, to give 
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you an idea of tlie Herzlichkeit, so distinctive a 
quality of the German savant. 

Der Besucli oines Fremden, welcher Briefe an mich 
mitbrachto, hiilt niifli ab, UineD, verehrtester Heir, die 
beiliegenden Garten eelbat zu bringen; und personlieU 
Abschied von Ibnen zu uebmeii. Miigen dieae Zeilen 
Ihneti wiederholen, wie erfreulieh mir Ibre Bekanntschaft 
gewesen ist, und wie sebr ich wiinscbo, eine kleine Stelle 
in Ihren Erinnorimgen zu bebalten, so wie Sie in den 
ineinigen immer elaea Platz der Hochnchtung und Liebe 
bebaiipten weiden. 

Mit den bosten Wiinschon fiir den gUicklichen Fort- 
gang Ihror UoisD bin und bleibe icb, 
Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Fbeu. Jxcoea. 
Gotha, 1 Mdrz, 1840. 



Herbs FitrEDiucu Fromman 
empfieblt aich durcb Herrn Stanford (travelling bachelor of 
the Univorsity of Cambridge) der sicb mebrere Monate in 
IittGr!tris(;liou Abeicbten bei uns aufgohalten, und viele 
Freunde erworbcn hat, oiner derselben. 

Fried. Jacobs. 

You will think I am a long while coming to the 
Student portraiture, but you kuow I never was 
famous for rushing in medias res; and, no doubt, 
had I been a general at the time, should have imi- 
tated those worthy Austrian generals who did every 
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thing in order, and lost the country while taking 
the enemy's outpost according to rule. But I really 
am now going to begin, and in the style of the 
Negroes, "take walk, make book, friends," shall 
proceed to inform you that the town of Jena is 
prettily situated between two hills, on the edge of 
the Thuringian forest. A more secluded spot 
cannot be imagined; and the tranquillity of the 
place, when our friends, the Burschen^ " don't kick 
up a row," is such as leaves nothing to be desired 
(by the most studious) on the score of repose. My 
first visit was to my friends the Students. After 
some little diflSiculty, I learned that Studiosus X. 
lived in the Kreuzgdssel at Schneidermeisters Z., and 
there I found him ; for the men here do not, as at 
Oxford and Cambridge, reside in college^ but answer 
to our " commorantes in villa," all living in lodgings. 
No luxurious rooms, however, no green baize and 
sporting doors, no recumbent chairs inviting the 
dreamy dolcefar niente state. 

My friend's habitation, which I found a fair 
specimen of the whole, was a small room, which, cls 
in the song of a cobbler who lived in a stalls served as 
dining-room, sleeping-room, study, and all. A stove 
and a pile of wood in one corner, a pipe-stand, with 
some dozen fancy pipes, in another, a bed of marvel- 
lously small dimensions, a table, a few chairs, a 
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cheBt of drawers, composed tlie iiidispensaMe or neces- 
sarite ; book-shelf, with some dozen text books, 
Schiller's Poems, &c., pair of foils, rapier, guitar, 
and a few old prints, were the eleganiim which 
struggled to banish the chilly appearance of white- 
washed walls. Such is a Jena student's keeping 
room. I say Jetia, because that which is true of one 
University does not, by any means, hold with respect 
to another. Although Heidelberg and Gottingen 
may resemble the former in some things, the Jena 
University and Students are as different to the 
Leipsig, for example, as mushrooms to toadstools; 
and no more egregious mistake could have been 
made by those who have visited one German Uni- 
versity, than to apply its description to the remain- 
ing two and twenty. 

After smoking a pipe, I salHed forth with Studi- 
08U8 X. to find Studiosi P. and Q. in their respective 
Gasseln. On my way, I was struck with the curious 
order in which the numerous clocks strike ; one 
half striking exactly a quarter of an hour before the 
others, which is not a bad idea. The Jirst assem- 
bling the students, while the second summons the 
learned Professors to the "Auditorium." After 
inspecting the lions, under the guidance of my 
friends X., P., Q., I left them with the promise to 
return for the evening, and paid my respects to the 
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several Professors, whose only fault, that I could 
discover, was too great hospitality. 

The result of the evening's entertainment with 
my Student friends, is that which will amuse you 
the most. From their description I gleaned the 
following information. During a nearly three 
hundred years' existence of the University of Jena, 
the Student-life has presented as many diiferent 
changes as the most accomplished kaleidoscope ; 
each generation tincturing the succeeding ones with 
their tastes and prejudices, so that the present race 
are a faint epitome of the blended customs and 
feelings of some ten generations. In their grotesque 
military costumes, love of arms, horses, and the 
duel, we trace the relics of the chivalric spirit of the 
" moyen age ;" in the taste for controversy, and 
bitter hatred of priestcraft, the influence of Luther 
and his times ; and in the wild outbreaks of political 
feeling may be seen the effects of the French revo- 
lution. The Jena statutes are as characteristic of 
the times as our own at Cambridge or Oxford, but 
seem to have contemplated far more formidable 
ebullitions of the youthful spirit; for instead of 
cautions not to play marbles and fives, or spin tops, 
&c., before the Senate House, and such like pecca- 
dillos, as it would appear the Cantabs were addicted 
to, there are exhortations against carrying arms, 
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laying waste gardens, besieging tiouaes, provoking 
persons to figbt, making tumults on the " Grande 
Place," or nocturnal vociferations. All this, how- 
ever, and much more was done, the authorities being 
too weak to restrain, while the government winked 
at the proceedings, thinking, perhaps, with Julius 
Weber, that youth must get rid of their follies 
somewhere, and that it was done at Jena with tlie 
greatest possible benefit to themselves, and the 
least possible harm to the government. These days 
of freedom are gone by; and the stringent regula- 
tions of the last few years will render Jena as dull 
and inanimate as Harrow or Eton. That you may 
form an idea of the unlimited independence of 
former periods, I will cite yon the following fact. 
During the celebration of the " F^te Dieu," oi' 
Corpus Christi Festival (at Erfurt), which, as every 
one knows, is one of the most important in Catholic 
countries, and wliieli was solemnized in those days 
by public processions of the High Clergy, Priests, 
Nuns, and citizens, with all the pomp and parapher- 
nalia of Catholic mummery, the Jena Students have 
been known to ride over, in a body of forty or fifty, 
dressed in coloured dressing gowns ^vith scarlet 
sashes, night caps on their heads, and their feet 
encased in high Hessian boots with long spurs, pipes 
in their mouths, and long heavy whips in their 
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hands, and in this masquerade to ride in full 
gallop through the procession, upsetting Priests and 
Monks, and the good burghers, in all directions, and 
escaping out of the town by the opposite gateway. 
Before I say anything more of their res gesUe, let 
me describe the man jwt as he was and muck as 
he is. 

Bursch, is his generic term, answering to gotons- 
man^ as PhUister responds to snob. In his chrysalis 
state, like the Freshman^ he has many indignities 
thrust upon him ; the epithet Matdesd is his, nor 
does he get rid of it until the first year is over — a 
momentous interval, during which his fortime is great 
if he escape a slice across his nose, or other interest- 
ing topographical badge. Besides, on all occasions, 
like a recruit, he stands treat : pipes and beer at all 
the fencing bouts, hire of horses, &c., &c. ; he must 
distinguish himself by drinking comme un trou^ as 
the French say, and unless he would submit to the 
epithets of Finken, Nachtopfen^ and other ingenious 
sobriquets, he must during this probationary year 
become a member of the Landsmannschaften^ which 
are certain clubs, or societies, leagued together for 
amusement and mutual defence. Each Landsmann- 
schaft has its colour, flag, motto, and special statutes. 
The president or senior is chosen from his beer-con- 
suming talents, and skill as a rapier-man. This has 
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DothJDg to do with the Burschensckafl, which is a 
secret uoion of the students of all universities, for 
political purposes, and do not imagine, when I make 
use of the word Bursch, that it intends a member 
of this club. The second-year man has passed from 
the Matdesel to the Fuchs. He now enjoys unh- 
mited credit, and all the tribe of Philisters must 
give pump, or tic- The Haus Philister for pipes, 
baccie, coffee, &c., and the Kneip Philister for edible 
and potable. Even the pretty Wascherinn must be 
satisfied with kisses and promises until the Semester 
arrives, when, like the British tar, the Bursch dis- 
tributes with lavish hand. Then Bacchus reigns 
supreme, nothing but dancing and drinking, wine 
and the song, noisy banquets, follow one another in 
rapid succession, until no tin puts an end to the 
orgie and sjTnposium, and pump 's the word again. 
The third year our Fucks is Brandfiichs, or ike 
proved; now he aspires to higher eiiploitg, and 
strives to render himself worthy of the title of 
Fiotfer Bursch, or pure-blood student, for no arti- 
ficial dignities exist here; no upper and lower 
school, 1st and 5th forms, fagging and scouting, and 
" Come here, you sir," as at Eton and Harrow ; no 
pensioners and fellow-commoners and hat fellow- 
commoners, as in Alma Mater: all is equality. The 
mode of speaking used among the students is the 
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same as that of brothers and near relations, which 
in the German language is always the Du. Our 
friend's daily costume is a scarlet or blue bonnet, 
with the band of his LaudsmamiscliaJ't, green or gray 
frock coat, Hessian boots with spurs, long pipe, and 
formidable cane, and he generally is followed by a 
canine fiiend of the bull breed, answering to Ajax 
or Hannibal ; of course, m grand tenue, he has his 
doe-skin breeches, hussar jacket, coloured scarf, 
Bword and belt, and the Sturmhut, or high military 
At all times the god of the G^er (or Gyp), • 
he is now, as a Brandfuchs, the pride of the Geyer- 
weible, or grisette generation, who, however, seem 
to have deserved the vulture appellation, Oxford 
alone has escaped the 'yv-^. 

Woe unto the otfending professor, or other luck- 
less wight, who incurs the displeasure of the Burscfi. 
The charivari of horns, drums, gongs, catcalls, 
rattles, and gome half dozen wretched cats, tied 
together by the tail, which he may count upon at 
two or three in the morning, is no enviable treat; 
'twould be nuts to the gamins de Paris, and auch as 
even Thiers nor Guizot ever heard; and should he 
show himself, a shower of blunt arrows awaits him. 
Should the quarrel be taken up by the authorities, 
a general war whoop of Burschen heraus (or town 
lind gown) ensues, to which all must respond. The 
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whole town is placed in Verruf, or under ban, and 
in a few hours the students sally out, en masse, 
in coach and cart, on horseback, on foot, and in 
every possible way, Philisters, Siiefelpulzers, and 
all the camp suttlers following, with bag and bag- 
gage, on their way to some neighbouring village; 
nor do they return, imtil a favourite professor is 
chosen as ambassador to treat for peace. The 
migrations of Gottingen, Halle, and Heidelberg in 
'23, '27, and '30, are notorious. 

Sometimes for an affront the students have 
regularly invested a town, and drub'd the oftendiug 
inhabitants; as an instance thereof, the Jena stu- 
dents regularly besieged and reduced the town of 
Blankenburg, because the Burgomaster turned out 
two drunken students at a ball. Although duels 
seldom turn out fatal, and are now of rare occur- 
rence, an instance occurred three years ago, in 
which the son of a high officer about the court of 
Weimar lost his life in this way, and the offending 
party was condemned to imprisonment in the Wart- 
burg for life ; but I believe, through the intercession 
of the parent of the deceased, it has been partially 
remitted, as the meeting was fair and honourable, 
and the deceased was the aggressor. 

I have given you a tolerably long dose about 
the Jena students; I shall only just mention the 
existence of a curious functionary here, styled the 
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mperor of ^watzen, whose territories, the Bier- 

toeden, are as well mapped, set, and defined, aa the 

^raud Duke of Weimar's. He likewise distributes 

nities and honours, which are promulgated in all 

i pomp of majesty in his weekly MonUeur. This 

wnarchy is oiective, and the sovereign, chosen by 

loving subjects, from being the greatest "beer- 

iker to be found. Over his palace is inscribed 

> following distich : — 

Gott furchten macbt selig ; 
fiier trinkeo maclit frohlig ; 
Drum fiirehto Gott imd trinke Bier, 
So bist du selig, frohlig allhier*. 

Although the Burschengeist gave rise to much 
aturbauce among the students, as, for instance, the 
■ath of the unfortunate Kotzebue, by Sand, a Jena 
gldent, yet, on the whole, these are mere harmless 
Ikes ■which they practise; and of the learned men 
■educed, we can have no doubt, as the names of 
tilegel, Fiehte, Schiller, Eichstadt, Herder, Wolf, 
mil guarantee. 

I conclude my long narration with a few facta 
jiected with the statistics of the University. 

Adieu. 



* FeaiiDg God maketh holy, 
Tippling beer maketb joUy ; 
So fear God and tipple your pot. 
You'll be both holy and jolly, I wot. 
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The University is supjiorted by revenues, arising 
out of its farms and forests, privileges, &c., and 
by an annual subsidy from the four Saxon duchies : 
Weimar one half; Saxe-Coburg Gotha, Saxe Mei- 
ningen, and Mecklenburg, the remainder. There 
are sixty-six professors, and (j)rivalim docentes) their 
salaries are not very exorbitant. 



1st Professor, Theology 


. 459 Th<^; or £68 


2nd do. do. . . 


S71 ... 


Ist Professor, Jurisprud. 


. 355 ... 


2nd do. do. . . 


353 ... 


1st Professor, Medicine 


.398 ... 


2nd do. do. . . 


318 ... 


Mathematics .... 


. 284 ... 




276 ... 


Orientalist .... 


328 ... 8ic. &c. 



They enjoy, however, certain privileges and 
exemptions, which render their salary equivalent 
to about £100 to £120 per annum, and this enables 
them to live with comfort and respectability. A 
student spends about £40 per annum, everything 
included. 

The Library contains about seventy thousand 
volumes, including many curious manuscripts, incu- 
nabules, &c. Professor Gottling the philologer la 
the librarian. He has purchased a curious series 
of portraits of the Kriessler family, for ages the 
Angeloe of Jena, and has placed them, with a 
waggish humour, opposite to the eminent surgeons' 
portraits in the Library. 
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Dear L , 

That my short and sketchy notices of Thu- 
ringia and her sons should have induced you to tliink 
of a pedestrian tour through the Wald, amply repays 
my trifling labours. I have chalked out a tour for 
you, which may be made with ease in a fortnight, or, 
at most, in sixteen days. In compliance with your 
wishes, I have annexed a few remarks on the differ- 
ent places, and now and then a scrap of poetry, a 
legend or a song connected with them. It is impos- 
sible to visit all the most beautiful parts of Thu- 
ringia in a direct line; the route must needs be 
circuitous. I take Gotha for the starting point, 
naming the distance between the several towns and 
villages iu hours, according to the German method. 
The hour includes about three miles English, or 
something less. 

GotJia. One of the liveliest little towns of 
Saxon Thuringia. I need not say much about it 
here, as I have already made mention of the valuable 
collections of books, manuscripts, coins, antiquities, 
&c., which are to be found in the old Castle of 
Friedenstein. The stranger will find plenty of 
resources against ennui. A theatre admirably 
managed, with good music; a good reading room, 
where foreign papers and periodicals are taken, and 
which is always accessible to the respectable traveller 
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on application to the proprietor Mr. Pertes; plenty 
of clubs and societies, where eoncertB and balls 
are given weekly; during the autumn, the Vogel- 
Schiessen, which we have already described, is cele- 
brated with great brilliancy, as well as many other 
f^tes. Over the ridgo of the great and little See- 
berg, to the Drei GMcken, 3 h. Three old caetles, 
the Miihlberg, Wandersleben, and the Wdcksenhurg, 
situated in a romantic manner on as many thick- 
wooded hills, from which are delightful prospects. 
On a clear day you may see the Brocken, which ia 
between sixty and seventy miles distant. The 
Wachsenburg is still inhabited, and the nuptial 
couch of the Count of Gleiehen and his two wives, 
is still shown by the Castellan, as well as the draw- 
well, more than 300 feet deep. On to Neudieteiidorf, 
1\ h. Here is a colony of Moravian brethren. 
The costumes are also curious ; the maidens, wives, 
and widows, are to be distinguished by their respec- 
tive head-dresses. Heuce to Mokdorf, I h., where 
there is a ducal chateau, and pretty garden grounds. 
Through Ichtershausen to Arnstadi, 2 h. You must 
visit the Liebfrauerikirche, the Schonbrunnen, and 
the Jimgfemsprung ; the latter is a gigantic rock, 
concerning which there is the tradition, that during 
the Thirty Years' War a damsel, being pursued by 
a Swedish trooper, leaped down the rock without 
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injury, while Uer pursuer, with his liorse, was dashed 
to atoms. The view irom the Hermitage is de- 
lightful. From Amstadt an extremely pretty road 
leads through the valley of the Plauische Grund, 
formed by the Gera, passing tlirougli the little town 
of Plauen, and, by the ruins of the Ehrenburg, to 
Ilmenau, 4^ h. Inn, Goldner Lowe. Tliia should 
conclude your first day's walk. Visiting the Mar- 
tinroederbm-g, and the Gikkelhahn, from which there 
are lovely prospects. On the top of the latter, 
Gothe passed many a summer evening with the 
Archduke Charles Augustus of Weimar. On the 
walls of the little summerhouee, is still to be read a 
pretty poem, written in pencil by the poet. 

Second day. From Ilmenau to the village of 
Elgersberg, whose castle has felt the effects of time 
and climate less than any other in Thuringia. Here 
are also some celebrated baths. From here by Gehl- 
berg over the Goldene Briicke and the Teufdskreise 
to the Schneehopf, Z\ h., 3040 feet above the sea: 
the highest of the Ttiuringian mountains. The view, 
though not so extensive as that from the Inselsberg, 
is very fine. The old fortress of Coburg and many 
a distant castle may be seen above the forest glades. 
The botanist will find some rare plants, of the genus 
Cryptogamia, in the Teufelskreise, or Devil's Circles, 
one of which is more than five acres in extent. If 
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you wisli to hear any of tlie local legends, ask your 
guide to tell you that of the Wet'sse Hirsch am 
Schneekopf, as well as those of the Teufelskrehe, or 
Devil's Circles, Now down to the pretty town of 
Sukl, 2J h., where you may get a capital feed at the 
Crown {zur Krone). The town is situated at the 
foot of the Domberg: it was formerly called the 
Armoury of Germany. In the sixteenth century, 
Suhl furnished every kind of weapon and armour, 
for man and horse, to most of Europe : very good 
scimetars and pistols are still manufactured. Visit 
the fine porphyry rock, called the Ottilienstein. 
The environs are rich in interest to the botanist. 
Taking Zella in your way, end your second day at 
Oberhof, 3^ h., where there is a capital inn and a 
ducal hunting box. The hunt I have described 
took place two miles from here. 

Third day. From Oberhof to Ohrdruff, 4 b. 
(by the Triefstein). Many a legend is told of the 
famous Bonifacius by the peasants of the neigh- 
bourhood, and there exists a general belief in the 
existence of a spirit on the top of the Schlossberg, 
near here, who appears in the form of a young girl, 
having a large bunch of keys at her girdle, and that 
at raid-day she descends from the mountain, and 
goes to the fountain of the Hierling, at the bottom 
of the valley, and after bathing, regains the moun- 
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tain's top and vanishes. The country now resembles 
Switzerland. From here to LouiseiUhnl and hence 
to Getyrgenthal, \\ b. You should stay the night 
here, and spend the remainder of tlie day in visiting 
Tambach, Diethartz, the Falkenstein, the Spitiei-faS, 
and the ffah?imloch; all beautiful little excursions 
in these romantic environs. 

Fourth day. From Georgenthal to AUenberg, 
1 h., one of the oldest villages in the momitaius of 
Thuringia. On a hill in the vicinity, from which 
there is a pretty prospect, Donifacius is said to have 
erected the first Christian church in Thuringia, in 
724, A.D. In 1811, the Duke Augustus of Gotha 
erected the Candelabra, in commemoration of the 
event. Now to Friedrichroda, 1^ h. Ascend the 
Kniebrecke, if you are not alarmed at the name; 
visit the Schaue/iburg, built by the ancestor of the 
Duke of Gotha, Lewis the Bearded: hence to 
Reinhardsbrunn, ^ h., a charming summer residence 
of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, formerly a 
Benedictine cloister of great wealth, founded and 
endowed with large revenues by Lewis the Leaper. 
Its history is full of interesting legends and tradi- 
tionary tales. I merely sketch out that relating to 
its foundation. 

" The Landgrave feeling certain qualms of 
conscience for past offences, undertook a journey to 
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tlic court of Rome, and the Pope Urban enjoined, 
as a sign of penance, his retirement from the world, 
and founding a church in honour of the Virgin. 
Lewis, on his return to Thuringia, placed the 
government of the country into the hands of his 
son, and devoted his time to seeking a convenient 
spot to erect the church upon. One day, while 
riding from Schonberg to the Wartburg, he saw a 
potter sitting by a pool of water, into which a 
fountain flowed, and from him and the peasants of 
the neighbouring village of Fricherode he learned, 
that every night two brilliant flames burnt on the 
surface of the water. The Landgrave immediately 
conjectured this a species of warning, or divine 
interposition, pointing out the spot for erecting the 
intended church; and it is on the site of this pool, 
that were built the church and convent of Rein- 
hartsbrunn, so named after the potter and the 
fountain." 

It was the burying-place of the ancient Land- 
graves of Hesse and Thuringia, seven or eight of 
wliom, with their wives, are interred here. The old 
abbey was destroyed in the last war, and on its site 
tlie Dulte of Gotlia has erected a lovely chiiteau, in 
the Gothic style. For miles around the country is 
park ground, wild and open. The day must be 
devoted to these Elysian fields. Within a quarter 
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of an hour's walk is tbe celebrated institution of 
Saaltzmann, of Schnepfmithal. Lentz, tbe naturalist, 
likewise resides here. 

Fifih day. From Beiuhardsbrunn to the Inselhcrg, 
2^ h., which, though some feet lower than the 
Schneekopf, has a splendid prospect. On its summit 
was celebrated a brilliant fete, July 31st, 1834, 
when Queen Adelaide came here from Altenstein, 
and was received by the Duke of Gotha, The way 
was strewed with flowers by the mountaineers, 
salutes of cannon were fired from the hills, and at 
the mountain banquet the health of the Hailor-King 
was drunk. Descend through the Felsenfhal (the 
Valley of Rocks): in tliis romantic valley is some very 
bold rock scenery, the KrmizfeU, the Thierstein, the 
cavern of Backofenloch. Inquire for the Tantzbucke 
and its legend; and now to Taiarts, \\h.\ this 
and the adjoining village of Cabartz are extremely 
interesting, from the peculiar customs, dialect, &c., 
&c., of their inhabitants. The costumes of the 
peasant women here are splendid beyond descrip- 
tion: those worn on fi3te-day8 and weddings are 
beautifully embroidered in gold and silver, and the 
head-dress is exceedingly tasteful, adorned with 
flowers and streaming ribbons of divers colours; 
they all wear likewise a string of gold ducats round 
the neck, varying in size and weight according to. 
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the wealth of the family. The inn is good, and 
after the fatigue of ascending the Inselberg, you 
will do well to pass the night here. 

Si-^lh day. From Tabartz to Waltershausen, 1 li., 
a pretty little town at the foot of the Tenneberg, 
on which are the ruins of a castle; hence by the 
Horaelberg, of which I have given you already the 
legend of Frau- Venus, and from whose summit may 
be seen the Meisaner hills, near Cassel: on to 
Saettelstadt, 1^ h.; here you may lunch, and proceed 
to Eisenach, 2^ h. (inn, der Rautenkrantz), built at the 
foot of the Wartburg, whose castle is replete with 
interest from its historical associations. The history 
of the Wartburg is quite a romance, containing the 
most extraordinary legends. It was the rendez- 
vous of the Minnesiinger in the thirteenth century, 
and has derived no little celebrity from being the 
asylum of Luther, who made here his translation of 
the Bible. The armoury and the chapel are well 
worth visiting, and the panorama from the summit is 
superb; for a description of the latter see Murray's 
Hand-Book to Northern Germany. If your time is 
too short to continue the tour, you can return to 
Gotha by the Eilwagen, in three hours, or else 
extend the journey as follows. 

Seventh day. Through Annathal and Landgraf- 
enthal, two of the moat romantic valleys of Thuringia, 
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to Wittielmsthal, 2 Ii., where there is a beautiful 
castle, built by Duke John William of Meiningen, 
in 1711: hence to Alte^istdn, 2^ h., one of the moat 
charmiDg spots in the Thuringiau mountains. Its 
castle in ancient times belonged to the noble family 
of " Hund of Wankheim," concerning whom is toM 
the following story. 

" A poor woman on the Knighfs domains was 
delivered of three children at a birth, which was 
considered by the knight's lady, a very virtuous but 
rigid person, as a proof of adultery, and she caused 
the poor woman to be put to death. The poor 
creature protested her Innocence, and, just before 
her death, pronounced the following curse: 'May 
you, from your own experience, learn that I am not 
guilty, by being delivered of thirteen children at a 
birth instead of three.' And, as the tale goes, the 
Countess was brought to bed of thirteen little boysi 
Fearing her husband's displeasure, she ordered the 
nurse to take twelve of them away and drown them. 
On her way to execute the mission, she met the 
Knight, who inquired what she had got there. She 
replied, Junge Hunde (young puppies). The Knight 
asked to see them, in order to save some for 
breeding, and discovered his wife's crime. Enjoin- 
ing to the nurse the strictest silence, he had them 
educated by a forester. On the twelfth birthday of 
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the Countess' uon, during the feast of its celebratiou, 
the Knight inquired, ' What punishment deserves 
a mother, who orders her child to be drowned like 
& dog?' 'Such a woman,' replied the Countess, 
not dreaming that her crime was discovered, 
' should be burnt alive.' ' Then,' said the Knight, 
' thou should'st be burnt twelve times,' at the same 
time having brought in the twelve sous, ' and 
henceforth shall they be called Hunde.'" 

You have many places to visit, the I'eti/'elsbriicke, 
or Devil's Bridge; the Spitterfall, the Swiss cottage^ 
Bonifacius Rock; the Blumeiikm'b, a large basket of 
flowers, chiselled out of the rock, twenty feet in 
circumference; tlie Hohlcnstein, a subterraneous 
cavern, in which is placed an A^-olian harp of 
colossal size; the Chinese cottage or temple; Luther's 
Beech, the spot where Luther was attacked and 
made prisoner, by order of the Elector Frederick, ou 
his return from Worms, and conveyed to the Wart- 
burg; the cave of Gluckfbi-unn, and the Gerterstein. 
Hence to Liehenstein, ^ h., where there are fine 
mineral springs, which resemble those of Pyrmont, 
and are considered very efficacious in chronic com- 
plaints. Tliere is a capital inn, and some interesting 
environs. Hence to Schmalkalden, 3 h., where, in 
1531, the Protestant Princes formed the Schmal- 
caldic Confederation, and where Luther, Melancthon, 
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&c,, drew up the Schnialcaldic Articles or Confession. 
The dialect is very singular, and not understood by 
the Germans of otlier districts, without great diffi- 
calty. It would be as well to sleep here, (inn, the 
Adler,) and many either go on direct to Schleusingen, 
or first visit Mehtingen, which has many objects 
worth seeing; the beautiful park and pleasure 
grounds; a very superb chateau of the Duke {brother 
of our Queen Dowager). All these places you will 
find described in Murray's Hand-Book. Meiningen 
will take up a day or two; therefore, I shall suppose 
you leave for Coburg, by Ilildburgshausen, (where 
the Dor/ Zeitung is pubHshed,) and Rodach, which 
are on the high road, and you can take the Eilwagen, 
arriving at Cohurg, — Tmith day. There you must 
stay a couple of days to visit the beautiful castles in 
the vicinity; the Rosenau, the Callenberg, the old 
fortress (the Festung), where Luther resided more 
than a twelvemonth, and drew up the Articles for the 
Confession of Augebm'g. There is also a fine ar- 
moury, some curious old state coaches, used on the 
marriage of John Casimir, some two hundred years 
ago. The Duke's New Palace, the Ehrenberg, has 
some nice paintings and cabinets of natural history, 
&c. You will not get away from Coburg, if you 
consult your inclinations, until perhaps the Thirteenth 
day. Over the ridge of the hills to Sonneberg, Sh., 
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the Toy Manufactory of Europe. Hence through 
tlie beautiful vale of Loquitz to Leuterberg, 7 h. 

Fourieentk day. To Saal/eld, 3 h. In the centre 
of the river here, there stands an old church, no longer 
used, but to which access is had by stairs leading 
from the bridge. On the exterior you may see r 
sculptured group of a crucified Nun, before whose 
cross a man, holding a fiddle, ie kneeling, and by 
hia side, a slipper. This commemorates the follow- 
ing event, at least so says tradition. " The Nun was 
a beautiful Princess, who lived here in a convent. 
Her charms were so great, that they fired the breast 
of the Saxon King vrith fierce desire, and he would 
not rest, until he had gained her for his wife. But 
she, faithful to her vow, constantly refused. As the 
King's suit assumed at length a violent turn, she 
prayed to God to render her as ugly as she then was 
beautiful, and thus deliver her from the King's per- 
secution. Her prayer was heard, and from that 
moment a long and filthy beard grew over her face. 
When the King saw her, ho was so enraged, that he 
ordered her to be crucified as a witch. She did not 
however die immediately, but lingered in the 
greatest torture for several days. A poor musician, 
compassionating her sufieriogs, came to the foot of 
the fatal tree, and lulled the pains away by playing 
on the fiddle, and when tired of standing, played 
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Upon Iiis knees. Tin? eamtcd lady, out of gratitude, 
let fall one of her slippera, which were embroided 
with gold and precious stones." 

In the town is a Ducal Chateau, with fine 
gardeu grounds, and in the environs are the 
beautiful ruins of the Sorbenlurg, supposed to date 
amongst the baronial caetlee of the eighth century. 
From here, through the valley of the Schwartza, 
the most romantic of Thuringia. The Castle of 
Bhsikcnburg is worth seeing also. All the way from 
Saalfeld to Rudohtadt, 5 h., ia replete with interest. 
The SchiUtrsbertf, near Volkstedt, named in honour 
of the author, who resided here a year. The 
monument of Prince Frederick of Prussia, who fell 
at the battle of Saalfeld, 1806, must not be omitted. 
On a hill is situated the Ducal Chateau. You must 
take up your quarters at the Ritter, as Patdinzella 
must be visited from here. It is one of the finest 
ruins in Germany, and derives its name from the 
foundress, a daughter of one of the Knights of the 
Court of Henry IV- She was canonized in the 
twelfth century, as " Paulina Reclusa." The history 
of the Cloister Paulinzella, Rudolstadt, 1815, is like 
a romance. The Castle of Sckwartzburg has also 
a fine collection of arras, and is very romantically 
situated. 

Sixteenth day. From Rudolstadt to Odamiinda, 
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3li. There iu a pretty little traditional story told 
here of a (h'afin Oi-lamiinde. " The Count, Iier 
husband, died iu 1340, and left her, a young and 
lovely widow with two children, a aon and a daugh- 
ter, two and three years old respectively. The 
Countess was desirous of marrying again, and 
received proposals from the Burgrave of Nuremberg, 
who enjoyed the sohriqitet of AUirecM der Schone, or 
Albert the Beautiful, and who stated that he would 
gladly be united to the lovely Countess, did not four 
eyes oppose the match. The Countess, reflecting 
on his message, referred this speech to her two 
children, and, blinded by love and ambition, at 
length resolved to have them made away with. 
She confided the horrid task to an old retainer, 
named Hayder, whose scruples had been silenced by 
promises of a large reward, and who at length con- 
sented to murder the little children. Popular 
tradition says, that, at his death-bed, Playder con- 
fessed that the two infants caressed their assassin, 
and supplicated their lives most touchingly. The 
little boy said, 'Dear Hayder, don't kill me, and I 
will give you Orlamunda; you will not be sorry, 
dear Hayder.' The little girl said, ' And I will give 
you, dear Hayder, all my dolls.' But the merciless 
wretch sacrificed them to his avarice. The relics of 
the two poor little ones are shown in a box, in the 
Convent Chapel of Himmelskrone." 
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From here to Kahla, l^li. Near Kahla is an 
enormous stone not to be moved by the efforts of 
three hundred liorses. " In ancient times it was 
the devil's amusement to wear this stone by way of 
a bat. Once, while bragging of the feat, Jesus 
Christ appeared, took up the stone, and carried it 
on bis little finger, which so abashed the boaster 
that be vanished, and has since been no more heard 
of in the neighbourhood; but the impression of the 
devil's head and of Christ's finger are (as the tradi- 
tion has it) plainly to be seen." 

After having visited the Leuchtenburg you may 
pass on to Jma, 3h. The whole way from Jtudol- 
stadt to Jena, through the valley of the Saale, is 
lovely. The environs of Jena, so celebrated for its 
University, are highly interesting for more than one 
reason. The battle field must not be omitted; nor 
will you find two or three days spent in visiting the 
old ruins in the neiglibonrhood, or the territories of 
the Zwatzen Emperor (whose liege subjects are the 
beer-loving students), by any means tedious. From 
Jena you must go to Weimar^ 4 h., and quarter in 
the Erb Prinz. There is no limiting a man to time 
in either of those last places, as you will readily 
admit if you remember my letter, in which their 
charms and fascinations are but half detailed. 

Stay therefore as long as you can, and thenj if 
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you have time, go on to Erfurt, A\ li., formerly the 
capital of Thuringia, The fortifications are curious, 
and the specimens of Prussian military numerous. 
The remains of the old University churches are not 
devoid of interest ; and those who are fond of 
inspecting rooms and houses once occupied by great 
men, may gratify themselves to i)erfection. lu 
addition to Luther's coll, in the Augustin Convent, 
where he spent several years of his life, no less than 
forty Emperors, Kings and Princes. Ministers and 
Generals, have been lodged here during the 
Congress. 

The legend attached to the origin of the church 
oil the Beersberg is a fair illustration of the German 
love of the marvellous. 

" A Prankish King had twelve young men in 
bis service, who went by the titles of German 
Students, and all twelve bore the name of John. 
They travelled about on the marvellous wheel, and in 
twenty-four hours knew all that had passed in the 
whole world ; they then came back to inform the 
King. But the devil every year made one tumble 
off the wheel, and took him for bis pains, this being 
the tribute by compact. The last fell off on the 
Beersberg, near Erfurt, and the King, when be 
learned this, founded a chapel in the name of 
Corpus Christi." 
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Tiie best works on Thuringia, in tbo form of 
guides, statistical and historical works, are: Vol- 
ker's Th'uringer Waldgehirge ; HoFP und Jacob's 
Thunnger Wald; Dr. Hertzog's Tascltenhuck ; aiid 
Bechstein's WanderungeH durch Thuringen, wliich 
is beautifully illustrated. 



Schn^fenthal. 

Dear L , 

Our corresjioiidence seems to partake of the 
interminable nature of the Arabian Niglits' Tales, 
wanting, bien entendu, all other favourable grounds 
of comparison. Having, however, given you some 
i(!ea of moral Thuringia, I wished to make you 
acquainted with its physical aspect; and with the 
aid of Professor Lentz, the naturalist, and some 
worthy Berg Meisters, whose knowledge is, at all 
events, far from superficial, I have collected a heap 
of learned papers, and now, alas ! find myself much 
in the same position as the half-instructed Ali Baba, 
with his Open Sesame, m the Forty Thievee, — I know 
not how to dispose of my treasures, — I want a fairy 
wand to marshal all my learned elements into order. 
The Flora Thuringica I can offer, however, with 
pleasure as a useful guide for your botanical re- 
searches ; but when I would attack the geology, the 
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old proverb, A"*; suto?- ultra crepidam, stares me in the 1 


face, and warns me to shun the mysteries of the 1 


antediluvian world. The tour 


I have marked out 1 


for you is also that most favourable for the botanist. 1 


You will find many very rare plants growing wild | 


here, which serve to adorn the 


gardens of Europe, 


such as : — 




Aconitum napellus . 


. laselberg M*=^. 


Adonia autumnalie . 


Liebenstein. 


Adonis veroalis 


. Seeberg. 


Anemona hcpatica. . 


Horeelbeig. 


Anthericuni liliago . 


Waltersbausen. 


Aquilegia vulgaria . 


Schnepfenthal. 


Aetor amellua 


Horselberg. 


Campanula persicifolia 




Centaurea niontana . 


Ditto. 


ChryBoeoma linosyria 


Seeberg. 


Convallaria majalis . 




Coronilla montana . 


Burgberg. 


Cypripedium caleeolus 


Hi) reel b org. 


Daphne mezereum . 


Schnepfenthal. 




Talkenstein. 


Drantheua auperbua . 


Schnepfenthal. 


Digitalis grandiflora . 


Wartburg. 


Digitalis purpurea 


Schnepfenthal. 


Galaothus nivalis 


Horselberg. 


Iris pumila 


Ruhl. 


Iris aitirica 


Ditto. 


Leuconium vornum . 


Ziegenberg. 


Lilium bulbiferuni 


Burgberg. 


Lilium martagon 


Ditto. 


Lychnis viacaria 


Inselberg. 
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Muscari (hyac.) botryoides 


Seeberj;. 


NarcisBua pseudonarcissiia 


Walteraliauaon 


Nymphica alba 


Ditto. 


CEnothera triennis . 


Liebenstein. 


Ophrys myodea 


Schnepfentbal. 


Rosa gallica pumila . 


Ditto. 


Trolliua Europieiis . 


Ditto. 


Vinca minor 


Ditto. 


Viola odorata . 


Ditto. 



And of the Mushroom tribe some species wliich are 
yet unknown. The Boletus artemidorus grows to an 
enormous size, large enough to form a meal for two 
hungry men. Professor Lentz has published a work, 
entitled Die niitzlichen und schadlichen Schwamme, 
where they are all beautifully drawn and described. 
The Natural History of Thuringia has been written 
by the celebrated Bechsteiu, and Professor Lentz 
has likewise published several works on the same 
subject, all of which can be purchased in Gotha. 
Lest I should be too indolent to arrange for you 
my Geological papers, I shall conclude this letter 
with some references to works on the Geology of 
the country. 

Heine, Geologische Beschreibung des Tlmringer 
Wtddgebirges. — Hopf und Jacob's Thiiringer Wald. 
— For the Petrifactions and Fossil Remains, see: 
Cuvier's splendid work, Recherches sur les Ossemens 
Foasiles, 4to., vol. i., p. 118, where those of Thuringia 



264 LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 

are accurately described. — Von Zach, Monailiche 
Correspondenz. No. for January, 1800, p. 29. — 
VoiGT and Lichtenberg's Magasin pour Nouveautes 
de mist. Nat. et de la Pht/s. — Transactions of the 
Geological Society^ Second Series, vol. iii. — A 
Paper by Professor Sedgwick on the geological 
relations and internal structure of the Magnesian 
Limestone, in which much information concerning 
the Geology of Thuringia is to be found. — Schlo- 
theim's works contain also valuable articles on the 
Mineralogy of the country. 

Once more. 

Adieu. 



the £ND. 
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